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 As part of the Salt Lake City Sustainable Code Revision project, members of the Salt Lake 

City Food Policy Task Force and Division of Sustainability evaluated existing ordinances 
and recommended revisions to the reduce the barriers that existed for urban food 
production. As a result, Salt Lake City has made several changes to city ordinances to 
relax restrictions and allow residential chicken coops and beekeeping. It also defined 
hoop houses, green houses, and cold frames, and adopted more lenient setback 
requirements than other types of accessory structures. Definitions for diverse urban 
agriculture uses and allowances have been expanded especially as they relate to 
community gardens, farm stand and urban agriculture. All urban agriculture ordinances 
and use tables can be found in the attached documents; 

 
 

Chicken Ordinance (Ord. 72 of 2009, adopted December 1st, 2009) 
Beekeeping Ordinance (Ord. 71 of 2009, adopted December 1st, 2009) 
Accessory Structures Ordinance (Ord. 20 of 2011, adopted April 26, 2011) 
Urban Agriculture and Large Renewable Energy Site Uses Ordinance (Ord. 21 of 2011, 
adopted May 3, 2011)  

 
 



SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 

 

No. 72 of 2009 

 

 

 (Authorizing the Keeping of Chickens in Residential Districts) 

  

          AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 8.08.010, 8.08.060 AND 8.08.080, AND 

ENACTING SECTION 8.08.065, SALT LAKE CITY CODE, TO AUTHORIZE THE KEEPING 

OF CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS. 

          WHEREAS, it is proposed that Sections 8.08.010, 8.08.060, and 8.08.080 of the Salt Lake 

City Code be amended and that Section 8.08.065 of the Salt Lake City Code be enacted to 

authorize the keeping of chickens in residential districts, subject to certain requirements, as set 

forth below; 

          WHEREAS, the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah, finds the keeping of chickens in 

residential districts should be authorized, and that adoption of this Ordinance reasonably furthers 

the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Salt Lake City. 

          NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah: 

          SECTION 1. Amending Section 8.08.010. That Section 8.08.010 of the Salt Lake City 

Code, shall be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

8.08.010: DOMESTIC FOWL AND LIVESTOCK; PERMIT REQUIRED: 

          A. Except as provided in Subsection B of this section, it is unlawful for any person to keep 

within the city any chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, pigeons or other similar domestic fowl, or 

more than two (2) rabbits, or other similar animals, without first making application for and 

obtaining a permit from the office of animal services to do so. The fee for such permit shall be 

five dollars ($5.00) per animal, but shall not exceed forty dollars ($40.00) per year. 

          B. Notwithstanding Subsection A of this section, chickens may be kept in any area zoned 

as a residential district under Chapter 21A.24 of this code or its successor, subject to the 

requirements of Section 8.08.065 of this chapter. 

          C. It is unlawful for any person to keep within the city any sheep, goats, cows, calves, 

pigs, horses, jacks, jennies, or other similar animals, without first making application for and 

obtaining a permit from the office of animal services to do so. The fee for such permit shall be 

forty dollars ($40.00) each year. Such permits shall not be issued for any area of the city except 

areas zoned as agricultural districts under Section 21A.32.050 of this code, or its successor 

section. 



          SECTION 2. Amending Section 8.08.060. That Section 8.08.060 of the Salt Lake City 

Code, shall be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

8.08.060: HOUSING AND FEEDING OF ANIMALS; LOCATION RESTRICTIONS: 

          It is unlawful to house, keep, run or feed any of the above mentioned animals within fifty 

feet (50') of any structure used for human habitation except as provided in Section 8.08.065 of 

this chapter. 

          SECTION 3. Enacting Section 8.08.065. That Section 8.08.065 of the Salt Lake City 

Code shall be, and hereby is, enacted to authorize the keeping of chickens in residential districts, 

subject to certain requirements, as follows: 

8.08.065: KEEPING CHICKENS: 

          A. Subject to the requirements of this section and any other applicable provision of this 

chapter, fifteen (15) hen chickens (and no roosters) may be kept on a lot or parcel of land in a 

residential district for the sole purpose of producing eggs. The principal use on the lot or parcel 

shall be a one-family dwelling, a two-family dwelling, or a multi-family dwelling. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a person who complies with the requirements of Section 

8.08.030 of this title may keep chickens as provided in such section. 

          B. Chickens shall be confined within a secure outdoor enclosed area. 

          1. The enclosed area shall include a covered, ventilated, and predator-resistant chicken 

coop. 

          a. The coop shall have a minimum floor area of at least two (2) square feet per chicken. 

          b. If chickens are not allowed to roam within an enclosed area outside the coop, the coop 

shall have a minimum floor area of six (6) square feet per chicken. 

          2. The coop shall be located in a rear yard at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling 

located on an adjacent lot. 

          a. The coop and enclosed area shall be maintained in a neat and sanitary condition and 

shall be maintained as provided in Section 8.08.070 of this chapter. 

          b. No chicken shall be permitted to roam outside the coop or enclosed area. 

          3. Chicken feed shall be stored and dispensed in rodent-proof and predator-proof 

containers. 

          C. Chickens shall not be kept on a residential lot or parcel unless the person keeping 

chickens first obtains a permit as provided in Section 8.08.010 of this chapter. 



          1. The permittee shall acknowledge the rules set forth in this section and shall, as a 

condition of permit issuance, agree in writing to comply with such rules. 

                      2. The permit shall be good for one (1) year and may be renewed annually. 

          D. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any chicken in a residential district in a 

manner contrary to the provisions of this section. 

          SECTION 4. Amending Section 8.08.080. That Section 8.08.080 of the Salt Lake City 

Code, shall be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

8.08.080: TRESPASS BY FOWL OR DOMESTIC ANIMALS: 

          It is unlawful for the owner or any person in charge of domestic fowl, such as turkeys, 

ducks, geese, chickens or other similar domestic fowls, or domestic animals such as dogs or cats, 

to permit such fowls or domestic animals to trespass upon the premises of another. It is unlawful 

for any person to house, keep, run or feed any such fowls within fifty feet (50') of any house used 

for human habitation except as provided in Section 8.08.065 of this chapter. 

          SECTION 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its first 

publication. 

          Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this 1
st
 day of December, 2009.  

Bill No. 72 of 2009. 

Published: January 9, 2010. 

 

  



SALT LAKE CITY ORDINANCE 

 

 No. 71 of 2009 

 

 

 (Amending Section 8.04.010 to Add Definitions Related to Beekeeping 

and Enacting Chapter 8.10 to Establish Beekeeping Regulations) 

  

          An Ordinance Amending Section 8.04.010, Salt Lake City Code, to add definitions related 

to beekeeping and enacting Chapter 8.10, Salt Lake City Code, to authorize beekeeping subject 

to certain regulations. 

          WHEREAS, honeybees benefit mankind by providing agriculture, fruit, and garden 

pollination services and by furnishing honey, wax, and other useful products; and 

          WHEREAS, bees, via pollination, are responsible for 15 to 30 percent of the food eaten by 

U.S. consumers, and 

          WHEREAS, in the last 50 years the domesticated honeybee population, on which most 

farmers depend for pollination, has declined by about 50 percent, and 

          WHEREAS, Salt Lake City allowed apiaries in agriculturally zoned areas until the 1980s 

when concerns about killer bees led to the prohibition of apiaries in the City, and 

          WHEREAS, domestic strains of honeybees have been selectively bred for desirable traits, 

including gentleness, honey production, reduced swarming, pollination attributes, and other 

characteristics which are desirable to foster and maintain; and 

          WHEREAS, gentle strains of honeybees can be maintained within populated areas in 

without causing a nuisance if properly located, managed, and maintained, and 

          WHEREAS, the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah, (i) desires to amend Section 

8.04.010, Salt Lake City Code, to add definitions related to beekeeping and to enact Chapter 

8.10, Salt Lake City Code, to authorize beekeeping subject to certain regulations as set forth 

below, and (ii) finds such action reasonably furthers the health, safety, and general welfare of the 

citizens of Salt Lake City. 

          NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah: 

          SECTION 1. Amending Section 8.04.010. That Section 8.04.010 of the Salt Lake City 

Code, shall be, and hereby is, amended to include definitions of "Apiary," "Beekeeper," 

"Beekeeping Equipment," "Colony," "Hive," and "Honeybee" which shall be inserted in 

alphabetical order and shall read as follows: 



          APIARY: Any place where one (1) or more colonies of bees are located. 

          BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one (1) or more colonies of bees. 

          BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT: Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive 

bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards, and extractors. 

          COLONY: Bees in any hive including queens, workers, or drones. 

          HIVE: A frame hive, box hive, box, barrel, log, gum skep, or other artificial or natural 

receptacle which may be used to house bees. 

          HONEYBEE: The common honeybee, Apis mellifera species, at any stage of 

development, but not including the African honeybee, Apis mellifera scutellata species, or any 

hybrid thereof. 

          SECTION 2. Enacting Chapter 8.10. That Chapter 8.10 of the Salt Lake City Code shall 

be, and hereby is, enacted to authorize beekeeping subject to certain regulations, as follows: 

                                                                  Chapter 8.10 

                                                               BEEKEEPING 

8.10.010: PURPOSE:  

          The purpose of this chapter is to authorize beekeeping subject to certain requirements 

intended to avoid problems that may otherwise be associated with beekeeping in populated areas. 

8.10.020: CERTAIN CONDUCT UNLAWFUL:  

          Notwithstanding compliance with the various requirements of this chapter, it shall be 

unlawful for any person to maintain an apiary or to keep any colony on any property in a manner 

that threatens public health or safety, or creates a nuisance. 

8.10.030: HIVES ON RESIDENTIAL LOTS:  

          A. As provided in this chapter, and notwithstanding any contrary provision in Title 21A of 

this code, an apiary, consisting of not more than five (5) hives or an equivalent capacity, may be 

maintained in a side yard or the rear yard of any residential lot. On a residential lot which is 

larger one-half (0.5) acre or larger, the number of hives located on the lot may be increased to ten 

(10) hives. 

          B. A person shall not locate or allow a hive on property owned or occupied by another 

person without first obtaining written permission from the owner or occupant. 

8.10.040: BEEKEEPER REGISTRATION:  



          Each beekeeper shall be registered with the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food as 

provided in the Utah Bee Inspection Act set forth in Title 4, Chapter 11 of the Utah Code, as 

amended. 

8.10.050: HIVES:  

          A. Honeybee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames which shall be kept in 

sound and usable condition. 

          B. Hives shall be placed at least five (5) feet from any property line and six (6) inches 

above the ground, as measured from the ground to the lowest portion of the hive; provided, 

however, that this requirement may be waived in writing by the adjoining property owner. 

          C. Hives shall be operated and maintained as provided in the Utah Bee Inspection Act. 

          D. Each hive shall be conspicuously marked with the owner's name, address, telephone 

number, and state registration number. 

8.10.060: FLYWAYS:  

          A hive shall be placed on property so the general flight pattern of bees is in a direction that 

will deter bee contact with humans and domesticated animals. If any portion of a hive is located 

within fifteen (15) feet from an area which provides public access or from a property line on the 

lot where an apiary is located, as measured from the nearest point on the hive to the property 

line, a flyway barrier at least six (6) feet in height shall be established and maintained around the 

hive except as needed to allow access. Such flyway, if located along the property line or within 

five (5) feet of the property line, shall consist of a solid wall, fence, dense vegetation, or a 

combination thereof, which extends at least ten (10) feet beyond the hive in each direction so that 

bees are forced to fly to an elevation of at least six (6) feet above ground level over property 

lines in the vicinity of the apiary. 

8.10.070: WATER:  

          Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available to the colony 

continuously between March 1 and October 31 of each year. The water shall be in a location that 

minimizes any nuisance created by bees seeking water on neighboring property. 

8.10.080: BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT:  

          Each beekeeper shall ensure that no bee comb or other beekeeping equipment is left upon 

the grounds of an apiary site. Upon removal from a hive, all such equipment shall promptly be 

disposed of in a sealed container or placed within a building or other bee-proof enclosure. 

8.10.090: CONFLICT WITH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS:  



          In the event of a conflict between any regulation set forth in this chapter and honeybee 

management regulations adopted by the Salt Lake Valley Health Department, the most restrictive 

regulations shall apply. 

8.10.100: VIOLATIONS:  

          A violation of this chapter may be remedied as provided in Sections 8.04.500, 8.04 510, 

and 8.04.520 of this title. When a violation of this chapter is committed, and provided it is not 

charged in conjunction with another criminal offense and does not constitute a fourth or 

succeeding notice of violation within a twenty-four (24) month period, an authorized agent of the 

City shall issue a civil notice of violation to such violator in lieu of a misdemeanor citation. 

          SECTION 3. Effective Date: This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of its first 

publication. 

          Passed by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah this 1
st
 day of December, 2009.  

Bill No. 71 of 2009. 

Published: January 9, 2010. 

 

















































21A.24.190: TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS:  
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional    P =    Permitted    

 
 

   Permitted And Conditional Uses, By District Residential Districts    
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Exhibit A 



21A.26.080:   TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS:    
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional    P =    Permitted    

 

   Permitted And Conditional Uses By District    

Use    CN    CB    CS1    CC    CSHBD1    CG    TC-75    

                      

   Community Garden P P  P P  P P  P  

   Large Wind Energy System   P     P     P  P  

   Seasonal Farm Stand P  P P P P P P  

   Solar Array                 P      

 Urban Farm P P P P P P P 

 

Exhibit B 



21A.28.040: TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR 
MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS:  
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional    P =    Permitted    

 

   Permitted And Conditional Uses By District    

Use    M-1    M-2    

Community Garden P P 

Large Wind Energy System P P 

Seasonal Farm Stand P P 

Solar Array P P 

Urban Farm  P P 

 

Exhibit C 



21A.30.050: TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR DOWNTOWN 
DISTRICTS:  
 
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional    P =    Permitted    

 

   
Permitted And Conditional 

Uses By District    

Use    D-1    D-2    D-3    D-4    

             

   Community Garden P P P P 

   Large Wind Energy System      

   Seasonal Farm Stand  P  P P P 

   Solar Array      

   Urban Farm  P P P P 

 
 

Exhibit D 



21A.31.050: TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES IN THE GATEWAY 
DISTRICT:  
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional    P =    Permitted    

 

   
Permitted And Conditional 

Uses By District    

Use    G-MU          

          

 Community Garden    P        

   Large Wind Energy System           

   Seasonal Farm Stand    P       

   Solar Array     P       

   Urban Farm  P       

 

Exhibit E 



21A.32.140:   TABLE OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS:    
 

Legend:    C =    Conditional use    P =    Permitted use    
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Exhibit F 



21A.46.055: TEMPORARY PORTABLE SIGNS:
 
Pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth in this section, attended portable signs shall be allowed on 
public property in residential/business (RB), residential/mixed use (R-MU), neighborhood commercial 
(CN), community business (CB), community shopping (CS), corridor commercial (CC), Sugar House 
business (CSHBD), general commercial (CG), light manufacturing (M-1), heavy manufacturing (M-2), 
central business (D-1), downtown support (D-2), downtown warehouse/residential (D-3), downtown 
secondary central business (D-4), gateway-mixed use (G-MU) and business park (BP) zoning districts. 

 

A. Size: The maximum size of such portable signs shall not exceed three feet (3') in height and two feet 
(2') in width on a sidewalk. Illumination and other attached decorations or objects on such signs are 
prohibited. 

 

B. Location: Within the zoning districts identified above, any person may display a freestanding portable 
sign on the city owned right of way (sidewalk or park strip) but not in the roadway. Signs may not be 
attached to any utility poles, traffic signs, newsracks or any other item or fixture in the public way. The 
usable sidewalk space must remain unobstructed. Unobstructed sidewalk space must be at least ten 
feet (10') wide on Main Street between South Temple and 400 South; and where available, eight feet 
(8') wide in the D-1, D-3, D-4 and G-MU districts. In all other applicable areas a minimum of six feet 
(6') of unobstructed space is required. In addition, any portable sign may not be placed in any location 
that would obstruct any ADA accessible feature. 

 

C. Construction: All portable signs must be built so as to be reasonably stable and to withstand expected 
wind and other weather elements. 

 

D. Attended Portable Signs: An "attended portable sign" is a portable sign placed by a person who, either 
in person or through a representative, at all times while the sign is in the public right of way, remains 
either: 1) within twenty five feet (25') of the sign or 2) on the first floor of a building whose front 
entrance is within twenty five feet (25') of the sign or which has windows providing a view of the 
portable sign from within the building. Salt Lake City reserves the right to request the removal or 
relocation of a portable sign to accommodate construction activity within the public right of way. 
 
Portable signs that are attended by a representative shall be permitted only on the "block face" (as 
defined in section 21A.62.040 of this title) on which the business being advertised is located and on up 
to two (2) block faces intersecting and contiguous with the block face on which such business is 
located, provided that the portable sign is located within a zoning district which permits said signs. 
Within the downtown and gateway zoning districts, a "block face" shall be defined as all of the lots 
facing one side of a street between two (2) intersecting collector and/or arterial streets. (Ord. 85-06 
§ 1, 2006: Ord. 5-05 § 3, 2005: Ord. 78-03 § 3, 2003) 
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