
HOW OFTEN?

Newly planted trees need to be 
watered 1-2 times per week in 
spring and fall and 2-3 times per 
week in summer. Unlike watering 
a lawn, the goal of tree watering 
is to have saturation deep in the 
soil. Tree roots are usually 18-24” 
deep.

HOW MUCH?

The exact amount of water 
is variable but generally 5-10 
gallons per inch of trunk 
diameter is recommended. 
For newly planted trees, this 
means about 10-20 gallons 
per watering. Water should be 
applied evenly at a low flow 
rate until the soil is thoroughly 
soaked.

WATER TREES

Mulch

Mulch (2-4” thick)

Roots 
(18-24” deep)

3-5 ft
Add 2-4” of mulch to tree base 
to slow water evaporation. Do 

not pile mulch around the trunk, 
mulch should be applied as 

shown below.

Salt Lake City’s Urban Forestry Division is asking you to 
“Keep Your Cool.” 

From cooling shade to inspiring beauty, our urban tree 
canopy cleans our air, quiets urban noise, and calms not 
only our valley winds, but our minds as well.

Tending to your trees is a fun and rewarding way to make 
Salt Lake City better. All you need to do is 
give your trees enough water for them to 
thrive, and they’ll take care of the rest.  

Learn more at: SLC.gov/KeepYourCool/


