
Date/Time Opened Contact Name Subject Description
3/26/2025 16:35 Bernie HART Is the problem the real problem .. or is the 

real problem something else
Hi All, Good Morning. It was an informative Council Meeting. The Mayor and Council talked about a new mental 
health facility. The facility will try to help the mentally ill and addicted homeless in our community. That sounds 

great. But the interaction between Mayor Mendenhall and Councilperson Dugan worried me. I thought one of 
them might suffer a severe shoulder injury from reaching out to pat each other on the back.. or pat themselves on 
the back. I almost started smiling as I stood there. And I might have if the situation was not so troubling and sad. 
Not knowing if our mental health and addiction programs are or are not working is OK, but not OK. Not knowing is 

simple ignorance, and ignorance is just a natural result of not knowing something. Pretending we know and are 
sure something is helping people when we know it may not help, and we know we are pretending it helps, is 

something else. That form of ignorance is self-serving and intentional... and that is not OK... ever. Justice may be 
blind and our political leaders blindfolded, but when there is an institutional problem or societal need and we 
refuse to remove the blindfold... we have a real really real problem. And that is not acceptable. Our small non-

profit is exploring new ways of helping people whom other programs have failed to help. How do we know other 
programs failed? We gather data. The folks outside City Hall three mornings a week have all been in a number of 
mental health and addiction programs over a number of years. We are measuring outcomes. We are gathering 

data. And the addicts and people sleeping on our streets are supporting our effort. How will we know something 
positive is happening? We are developing new ways of measuring the impact what we do has on an individual. 

And the data is being gathered by someone who is not us. The real problem may be that the leadership in City Hall 
can't see what is happening right in front of them because they come to work with their blindfolds firmly in place. 
With the blindfolds in place, we can't see anything but what we pretend we see or want to see. Leaders who are 
blindfolded are compelled to keep taking the same path and walking the same walk because being blindfolded 

makes changing direction almost impossible. If this form of intentional institutional ignorance causes someone 
to trip and fall as they walk by in the morning ... we'll pause and help them up. But we may start measuring how 
many times a person has to trip and fall before they take their blindfold off. We are also wondering when a City 

Councilperson will stop by and spend some time with us. There is a known and proven cure for ignorance. Bernie

3/26/2025 18:18 Lori Dalton Woods Cross Quiet Zone We are still hearing trains blowing their horns very consistently. When does the reinstatement outlined below go 
into effect? We are so tired of the noise. The Federal Railroad Administration (F.R.A.) reinstated the Woods Cross 

Quiet Zone on March 18, and train horns will stop sounding within one week. 
3/27/2025 8:37 Jessica Christiansen Zoning Decision at 273 E 800 S | D4  Hello! Just writing to say that I support the zoning change proposed at 273 E 800 S to allow high-density service 

based housing. This sounds fantastic. I'm a person doing essential work full time but I still make nowhere near 
enough money to even rent a place anywhere close to my work location, let alone own. Having more affordable 

housing, not just here, but many places, would be fantastic. Thanks for you consideration! -Jess



Date/Time Opened Contact Name Subject Description
3/27/2025 15:46 Mauro Romualdo Thank you for your support of SLC arts 

education for kids!
Mestre Jamaika (Mauro Romualdo) received an Artist in the Classroom grant from the Salt Lake City Arts Council 

which enabled 40 3rd-graders to experience 6 sessions of capoeira over 2 months culminating with a school-
wide assembly where the students showcased what they learned for their peers and their family members. Since 
capoeira is a multidisciplinary art form that encompasses history, culture, language, music, movement, martial 
arts, and more, each session exposed students to multiple arts learning opportunities that augmented the core 

curriculum students were studying in other areas. The lead 3rd grade teacher, Cara Cerise, shared: "The 
residency added a unique and enriching element to our students' school experience. It supported not only 
physical education but also social-emotional learning, cultural awareness, and community building. Many 

students talked about how much fun they had, and teachers noticed that students who sometimes struggle to 
engage in other activities were fully participating in capoeira. It really brought out the best in so many kids. One of 

the biggest strengths was this high level of student engagement — our 3rd-grade students looked forward to 
capoeira class every week. Families and staff also expressed how much they enjoyed the final performance, 

which brought everyone together to celebrate what the students had learned. If there was any weakness, it would 
simply be that students were really sad when it ended! They would have loved to continue." Attached, you can 
also see words shared by Cara during the assembly. Check out a brief video with highlights from the assembly 

here. We are grateful to offer capoeira throughout all of the districts of SLC through our base programming 
located at the Salt Lake Arts Hub and through state and city grant opportunities like this impactful one from the 

Salt Lake City Arts Council. Thanks again for your support!

3/28/2025 11:49 Nia Sherar Community Councils have no more 
indemnity ins from the city

Hi Dan, I'm a Vice Chair on Watch Hollow CC (WHCC). I was at the dog meeting on Monday. Thank you for your 
time. The park has become such a mess. What was your vote regarding Community Councils (CCs) losing 

indemnity ins from the city? Several CCs met with Tim and other City officials, sorry I did not take notes, our Sec 
did. Since this was voted bye bye by the City Council - should we, CC Board members, just all quit? Would you be 

on a CC without protection? I'm thinking we really have no value to the City Council if they want to rid us of our 
indemnity ins so why bother to put in more hours? Thank you for your time to respond. Nia

3/31/2025 15:39 Bill Stoye Clean up Hello, My girlfriend and I enjoy bicycling along the Jordan River. We usually start at the international peace 
Gardens, but the last few times she has felt unsafe going north because of the homeless camps and drug use. 
Please look into focusing more funding toward this matter, and the otherwise nice neighborhoods of the Rose 

Park area. We both live east of 700 E., but think that funding should be distributed more fairly into neighborhoods 
that could thrive better than they do. Thanks, Bill Stoye

4/1/2025 9:57 Greyson Rynders Call for Housing Availability  
**Attachement 1 - 4 Pages

Constituent, Greyson Rynders, has attached a letter from Clark Ivory requesting more housing affordability and 
what Mayor Mendenhall and City Council of Salt Lake City can do to help at the city level.



Date/Time Opened Contact Name Subject Description
4/1/2025 11:34 Mercedes Smith Convention Center PID Dear City Council Members, I'm sure you are overwhelmed yet again with information concerning the new 

Convention Center PID, but I want to bring a few things to your attention. In a nutshell, SB26 says that the funds 
(apparently up to another $900M?) can be used for privately owned improvements as long as they provide a 
"substantial benefit" to the property owners within the district, as determined by the Convention Center PID 

Board, a majority of which are literally Jazz/SEG employees: John Larson (CFO of Jazz), Mike Maughan (SEG rep), 
Andrew Smith (SVP of finance for Jazz), Blake Thomas (city rep), and Darrin Casper (county rep). To me, this 

giveaway to Ryan Smith is all too similar to how Elon Musk is running our country. I am concerned we are handing 
yet another billion to a billionaire, for a project which all empirical evidence tells us will, at best, be a breakeven 

deal for the taxpayers. We are sliding toward authoritarianism/oligarchy/kleptocracy at every level of government. 
At the very least, please negotiate how much of this money will go toward the county owned properties vs 

SEG/Jazz owned private properties and do not treat them like they are doing us some kind of favor by taking 
billions from taxpayers. --------- Here are the specifics on SB26: This PID can use revenue to finance public 

infrastructure and improvements associated with benefiting a convention center area and surrounding area, 
including the costs to finance any public or privately owned improvements including: A) convention center 

related improvements B) arena improvements, C) a convention revitalization project As well as for privately 
owned improvements if the improvements are an allowed use of funds under Utah code 63N-3-1403. (Lines 966-

980) In lines 1032-1043 there is more about funds being allowed for what seems like private development 
activity: “are privately owned and provide a substantial benefit, as determined by the board of a convention 

center PID.” Section 8 continues by describing the makeup of the Convention Center Board: there shall be 3 reps 
of the petitioner, and there may be 1 rep of the city and one of the county. It allows for the possibility that the city 
or county could choose not to select a board rep and allows for the possibility of them choosing to permanently 
abdicate those rep positions on the board. (I don’t know what circumstances might prompt that). In lines 5471-

5475 the bill limits the use of funds for the CCRZ to: 1) convention center 2) a publicly owned entertainment 
venue (does this refer to Abravanel Hall or to plans for a new outdoor entertainment venue in the district 

mentioned in this bill?) 3) parking 4) infrastructure related to the project Onward, Mercedes Smith

4/1/2025 11:34 Jeri FOWLES HUD Funding Support the distribution of some HUD Funding to the East Central Community. We are 73% rentals and many low-
income homeowners who can benefit from HUD money. We are trying to keep our neighborhood from 

deteriorating further. I personally have been on the Fix the Bricks waiting list for 7 years to try to protect my old 
brick home. Please include our area for HUD funding. Thank you, Jeri Fowles

4/1/2025 11:35 Bernie HART So how much is this costing us? And how 
many people are being helped? Hmmm

Mayor Mendenhall, It's Tuesday. Just make camping illegal and a felony. Don't allow anyone who is mentally ill or 
addicted and not in supportive housing to live in Utah. Stop pretending you all care... just deport them.. They can't 
be who they are and real Americans at the same time. They just can't. Where is accountability in all this? HB 298 
would have required outcome reporting connected to the policing. All this intense policing is costing a fortune. 

The accountability is not happening... and never ever happens. I only saw one police car in Library Square 
yesterday. They must have all been on the Jordan River. That wack-a-mole/leaf-blowing thing again. Our numbers 

are up. Where are the social workers? How can you all keep pretending with a straight face? It's embarrassing.. 
humm ... maybe not embarrassing enough. Maybe I'll have to try something a little different. If you all started 

helping people, all this would change.. you're not really helping anyone.. so, we have what we have, and what we 
have is unacceptable. HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 HB 298 Bernie



Date/Time Opened Contact Name Subject Description
4/1/2025 11:36 Bernie HART Oh... Canada Hi All, Another suggestion. Arrest the homeless, put them on a bus and deport them to Canada. This could work 

for a number of obvious reasons. Bernie
4/1/2025 13:59 Vivian Samuels Duck Crossing Signs Hello! I hope you’ve had a wonderful week so far. I have noticed several areas near my residence in Sugar House 

that could benefit from duck crossing signs. I wanted to reach out to determine the appropriate point of contact 
for this matter. If there is someone else I should contact, please let me know. Thank you for your time and 

assistance. Vivian Sajjad



978 East Woodoak Lane | Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 | (801) 747-7000 

 

March 31, 2025 

Dear Local Government Official: 

Local government plays a pivotal role in Utah’s economic prosperity. The attached flyer explains just 

how unaffordable housing has become in our state, which is the greatest threat to Utah’s economic 

future. In the next 10 years, 27,000 units need to be constructed per year just to keep up with 

household formation. Currently we are only adding 22,000 units per year. If we are going to increase the 

supply of housing in Utah, we need to work together. 

Specifically, we are asking all local officials to work with staff in your building and engineering 

departments to look for operational and policy efficiencies. As you are no doubt aware, the Legislature 

has recently passed several bills with the express intent of requiring local governments to expedite 

housing related applications. For instance, state code requires local building departments to issue single 

family building permits within 15 days of receiving a completed application. Many cities miss these 

deadlines and even require resubmittals for minor adjustments when the state code specifically 

prohibits that practice. The same is true for preliminary and final engineering plat applications.  

Please consider what you can do to help increase housing supply in your city. It would be impactful if 

you could expedite housing-related applications, as we have seen with commercial, retail and industrial 

projects. You can also make a difference through innovative zoning reform, design standards, and 

incentives.  

We are ready and willing to partner with you in this effort. Ivory Homes is fully committed to doing 

whatever it takes to ensure that our children and grandchildren can afford to live here and that our 

economy can continue to be fueled by employees who can find a great home and life in Utah.  

We are local and uniquely invested in preserving what makes Utah great. In 2020, we started a non-

profit foundation that is building 850 deeply affordable homes for Utahans. 

https://www.sltrib.com/news/2023/09/19/hundreds-new-affordable-homes-be/ 

We are working on innovations in housing and have become a leader in the discussions that are 

happening nationally. We invite you to see what we are doing and engage with us to see what we can 

do together to benefit your local community. https://ivoryinnovations.org/ 

Utah’s Median Home Price will be $1,100,000 by 
2033 if we continue on the same path. 
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We want to work with you to create opportunities for city employees to be able to live in the city where 

they work. We have worked with Draper and South Jordan, and we are happy to discuss additional 

opportunities for you as well. https://kutv.com/news/utahs-growing-pains/city-of-draper-aims-to-help-

employees-become-homeowners-as-housing-prices-soar 

Sincerely, 

Clark D. Ivory 
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Growth in Utah By Household
2023-2050In the next 10 years, 274,000 

units need to be constructed in 
Utah to keep up with demand. 
That’s 27,000 units per year 

compared to the 22,000 units 
we will build in 2025.Dejan Es kic, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

1 Salt Lake & Tooele Counties
Population Growth ~ 406k
Household Growth ~ 233k

2 Utah & Juab Counties
Population Growth ~ 466k
Household Growth ~ 199k

3 Davis, Weber, & Morgan Counties
Population Growth ~ 256k
Household Growth ~ 135k

4 Washington & Iron Counties
Population Growth ~ 228k
Household Growth ~ 107k

5 Cache & Box Elder Counties
Population Growth ~ 87k
Household Growth ~ 41k

6 Summit & Wasatch Counties
Population Growth ~ 45k
Household Growth ~ 24k

“Experts predict that the average Utah home could cost around $1.1 million by 
2033 if prices continue to grow at their current rate.” --NAR Smart Survey

The Million Dollar House by 2033

2024 U-Haul Growth States
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U-Haul’s annual report is based on over 2.5 million 
one-way truck, trailer and moving container 
transactions throughout the year.

Source: NAR

The Push to Housing Affordability$
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“We need Utah’s leaders to act now. The solutions for housing affordability don’t need to cost a lot of money, 
we just need to reduce bureaucracy, streamline approval processes and be open to innovative approaches.”

-- Clark D. Ivory, CEO of Ivory Homes

Accelerate and streamline residential 
entitlements and construction approvals at cities.

Now allowing for internal apartments, we need 
to do the same for external accessory dwelling 
units.

11
Allow for increased density where it makes 
sense.22

We created one of the best modular codes in 
the U.S., let’s put it to good use at scale44

55

Top 5 Things That Need to Happen

“Our mission is to catalyze innovation in housing affordability by supporting entrepreneurs, 
convening experts, inspiring the next generation and putting the best ideas into practice.” 

--Abby Ivory, President

Become a partner of 
Ivory Innovations at

www.ivoryinnovations .org

Limit costly exterior design regulations and 
unreasonable garage and excessive parking 
requirements.33

- Accelerating building times
- Expanding our workforce

Housing 
affordability 

matters at every 
level. When one 
family moves 
up it opens 
the door for 

another family 
to move in.

Future 
Garage

House
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