








The Open Mind Foundation 
Opening our minds & hearts to solutions for the care of the Earth and Humanity 
through collaboration, education, and technology.  

Renee Shaw  
 

 
 

Mayor Erin Mendenhall 
Salt Lake City Hall   
451 South State Street, Room 306 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111   

Dear Mayor Mendenhall, 

I’m reaching out because I need your help with a project that’s very close to my heart. As you 
know, our community is facing a growing homelessness crisis, and we believe that everyone 
deserves the dignity of a clean shower and fresh clothes. That’s why we created the Showers of 
Hope Utah Mobile Shower and Laundry Program under The Open Mind Foundation—a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to serving our community with compassion and practical support. 

Why This Matters 

Every day, many of our neighbors struggle with homelessness. With homelessness rising 
nationwide by 18%, far too many people in Salt Lake City are forced to face daily 
challenges—high costs, transportation barriers, safety concerns, and even social stigma—that 
keep them from accessing basic hygiene. Without a simple shower or a clean set of clothes, 
everyday life becomes even harder, affecting health, job prospects, and social connections. 
Moreover, when people have no choice but to bathe in natural waterways like the Jordan River, 
our environment suffers too. 

Caring for Our Environment and Community 

Without proper laundry facilities, clothes often end up in the trash, contributing to waste and 
environmental strain. Bathing in our precious waterways introduces harmful substances that 
pollute and damage local ecosystems. Our mobile service isn’t just about cleaning bodies—it’s 
about cleaning up our community. By providing on-site showers and laundry services, we help 
reduce textile waste, protect our natural resources, and promote a more sustainable use of the 
items we already have. 
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Health, Safety, and Hope 

Imagine the difference a regular, warm shower can make. Not only does it help prevent disease 
and improve public health, but it also restores a sense of self-worth and hope. Clean clothing 
and personal hygiene go a long way in boosting confidence and making everyday challenges a 
bit easier to face. Plus, when people feel better about themselves, our streets and public spaces 
become safer and more welcoming for everyone. 

What We Offer 

Our mobile program is designed with care: • Free, clean, and private showers—including 
accessible units for those with disabilities. • Laundry services so that clothes can be washed 
and dried with ease. • Hygiene kits, fresh clothing, and haircuts to help restore dignity. 
• Direct links to vital resources like job training, housing referrals, mental health support, and
addiction recovery programs.

Since launching our first shower site at Liberty Park in July 2024, we’ve been able to offer over 
50 showers, 120 meals, and 12 haircuts each month—plus essential items like hand warmers, 
coats, blankets, gloves, and shoes. Our dream is to reach even more people in need by 
expanding to additional locations around the city. 

Where We Hope to Grow 

We’ve identified key spots across Salt Lake City that can benefit most from our services: 
• Madsen Park (9 N Chicago St): A place where many unhoused individuals already gather.
• Jordan Park (Near the International Peace Gardens): Close to shelters and food
distribution sites, making it a natural fit. • Cottonwood Park: Easily reachable by public
transportation, bike paths, and local roads. • Smith’s Ballpark Area (1588 South Major
Street): A strategic, high-need zone well-connected by transit.

A Pathway to a Brighter Future 

Beyond a clean shower or laundry service, our initiative creates opportunities. By addressing 
personal hygiene, we open doors to counseling, healthcare, job training, and other support 
services—helping people regain control of their lives and move toward self-sufficiency. 

How You Can Help 

We’re inviting you to join us in this vital work. Specifically, we’re looking for support in: 

1. Identifying ideal locations for our mobile units.
2. Offering financial or logistical assistance to keep and expand the program.
3. Collaborating with city services to integrate our work with existing community outreach

efforts.
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I’m also excited to share that I’m in discussions with the LDS church, which is considering 
donating 25% of the cost to expand this program. With your help, we can make a lasting 
difference—reducing waste, protecting our environment, improving public health, and, most 
importantly, restoring dignity to those who need it most. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this initiative. I would love the opportunity to discuss 
how we can work together to bring hope and help to our community. 

Warm regards, 

Renee Shaw       
Program Director  

 

Pictures 

Shower truck, trailer & haircut station 

V     

 Shower Supply Station  Homeless resource center - Check in 

 Future Shower Unit 
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Hello, 

I'm writing to urge funding for the YWCA through the CDBG and ESG programs in the 
2025-2026 federal funding cycle. I understand that they are currently not in 
consideration for this year's funding cycle and I truly believe that this would be 
incredibly detrimental to the lives of many women and children in the Salt Lake 
area.  

I would specifically like an answer of why they aren't being recommended for funding, 
when there is still almost $100K of un-allocated funds within the ESG category. 
There is an estimated $298,628 in funding available, but only $201,573 that has 
been recommended by the board and mayor. It hardly seems reasonable to not fully 
allocate the available funding.  

I'd also like to understand the justification of over-funding requests from other 
organizations. Specifically $100K over the request to Housing Connect for the 
HOPWA Project.  
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Thank you for your time. 

-Danielle Norman
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