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Water Conservation

Simplify

Implementation

Aligning Standards 
with Goals

WHY UPDATE THE LANDSCAPE CHAPTER?



Promote Water Conservation 

Preserve and Expand the Urban Tree 

Canopy

Reduce Heat Island Effect

Reduce Stormwater Runoff

Improve Air Quality
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DEFINED GOALS



WORKED CLOSELY WITH:
•SLC Public Utilities
•SLC Urban Forestry
•SLC Civil Enforcement

LANDSCAPING CONSULTANTS 
VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME: 

SIMPLIFIED & CLARIFIED:
Illustrations, Tables, Lists

GETTING IT RIGHT
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STANDARDS SIMPLIFIED



• NOT RETROACTIVE

• Modifications cannot violate the code

• All landscaping standards will need to 
be met when there is... 

• New Construction.
• Addition of 50% (except single- and 

two- family residences).
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WHEN DO THE STANDARDS APPLY?
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WHERE DO THE STANDARDS APPLY?
All Properties in the City

Required Landscaping 
Locations

Minimum Standards 



UPDATED STANDARDS



• Landscaping Locations

• 33% Vegetation

• 20% Impervious Surface

• Park Strips With Less Than 36” 

No Tree Required

• Mulching Standards.

FIRST,  WHAT HASN’T CHANGED. 

• Separate Irrigation Valves.

• Hydrozones

• R-of-w Structural Encroachments



Turf Coverage Maximums                       
(in required landscaping areas)

• Residential Districts:
• 33%

• Commercial Districts:
• Active Recreation Areas Only

• Manufacturing Districts:
• Prohibited

TURF & REBATE ELIGIBILITY. 

VERIFIED CONTINUED REBATE ELIGIBILITY
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NOW, WHAT’S NEW



CONTENTS:
• Planting Plan
• Grading Plan
• Irrigation Plan

ADMINISTERED:
• Prepared & Signed by a 
 License Landscape Architect / 
 US-EPA WaterSense Professional

IMPLEMENTED:
• Letter of Compliance & Signature

NEW,  LANDSCAPE PLAN UPDATED
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NEW, 
PRIORITIZING TREES 
TREES REQUIRED: 
Landscape Plan 
Northwest Quadrant

TREE CANOPY COUNTS AS VEGETATION COVERAGE.



NEW, PARKING LOT UPDATES
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No Requirement Current Standards Proposed Changes



Aligning Zoning Code with Public 
Utilities Standards.

Stormwater Capture Encouraged.

Rock Mulch Size Dependent On 
Slope. 

NEW, STORMWATER INTEGRATED
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ROCK MULCH 
LIMITATIONS

Max 50% of Mulch Used

Storm Drain Protection

Reduce Urban Heat Island
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NEW, 





PUBLIC COMMENT 
CONCERNS AND 
ADDITIONAL CLARITY: 
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Turf Coverage Maximums  
• Apply To Required  

Landscape Areas

Turf Limitations Apply To 
Certain Grass Species:

Example of Native / 
Adaptive Grasses:

DO THESE CHANGES PROHIBIT GRASS? 
  NO!

Buffalo Grass 



Salt Lake City // Planning Division

WILL I NEED TO 
PLANT A PARK 
STRIP TREE?  

If there are no changes 
to your property, NO.



PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION: 



PROHIBIT ARTIFICIAL TURF

Storm Water Quality

Perception of a 
Landscape Expectation
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OTHER CHANGES TO NOTE: 



MODIFICATIONS AFTER PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

Clarifications and Deletions

Landscape Buffer Table Corrections

Parking Lot Landscaping Updates

Landscaping Graphics Combined

Purpose and Intent Simplified
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NEXT STEPS
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UPDATING SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

SUMMARIZE STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES IN 
WEBPAGE OR HANDBOOK



QUESTIONS & 
COMMENTS
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