
   Food Assessment 
Update 

Food Policy Task  
Force Mee7ng 

    December 8, 2011 



Utah State Popula7on Demographics 

Year 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1980  202,790  1,258,247  1,461,047 

1990  214,826  1,508,024  1,722,850 

2000  263, 136  1,970,033  2,233,169 

2010  314,923  2,448,962  2,763,885 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 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Utah State Income Distribu7on 

Per‐capita income 
(2009 dollars) 

Rural  Urban  Total 

2008  28,425  32,916  32,426 

2009  27,373  32,101  31,584 

Percent change  ‐3.7  ‐2.5  ‐2.6 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 



Utah State Poverty Rate 

Poverty Rate 
(percent) 

Rural  Urban  Total 

2008  28,425  32,916  32,426 

2009  27,373  32,101  31,584 

Percent change  ‐3.7  ‐2.5  ‐2.6 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 

Poverty Rate 
(Percent) 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1979  12.6  9.9  10.3 

1989  15.4  10.8  11.4 

1999  13.5  8.8  9.4 

2009 (latest model‐
based es7mates) 

13.6  11.5  11.7 







Utah State Educa7on Demographics – Persons 25 and older 

Percent not 
comple+ng high 

school 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1980  25.9  19  20 

1990  20.5  14  14.9 

2000  15.6  11.8  12.3 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 



Utah State Educa7on Demographics – Persons 25 and older 

Percent comple+ng 
high school only 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1980  39  35.5  36 

1990  33.3  26.3  27.2 

2000  30.6  23.8  24.6 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 



Utah State Educa7on Demographics – Persons 25 and older 

Percent comple+ng 
some college 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1980  21.9  24.6  24.2 

1990  31.3  36.3  35.7 

2000  36.2  37.1  37 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 



Utah State Educa7on Demographics – Persons 25 and older 

Percent  
comple+ng college 

Rural  Urban  Total 

1980  13.7  20.9  19.9 

1990  14.8  23.3  22.3 

2000  17.5  27.3  26.1 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 



















   Utah Land Use Stats 

    Over 1,244 square miles developed land 

    Over 4,321 square miles agricultural land 

    Average of 3.2 people per developed acre 

Source: Utah Governors Office of Planning and Budget: Land Use Planning‐2008 



Source: Utah Governors Office of 
Planning and Budget: Land Use 
Planning‐2008 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Landsat MSS 
May 22, 1973 

The bright red parcels are 
agricultural land 

Source:  
Charles W. Gay 
Associate Vice President 
for  Coopera7ve Extension 



Landsat TM 
July 16, 2009 

The bright red parcels are 
agricultural land 

Source:  
Charles W. Gay 
Associate Vice President 
for  Coopera7ve Extension 



Landsat TM 
Salt Lake County: July 16, 2009 

Landsat MSS 
Salt Lake County: May 22, 1973 

                Salt Lake County, Utah  Agricultural Land Use Change 1973‐2009 









Utah State Organic Agriculture 

2006  2007  2008 

Number of cer7fied 
opera7ons 

12  48  46 

Crops (acres)  32,179  72,303  72,320 

Pasture and 
rangeland (acres) 

4,123  7,784  827 

Total Acres  36,302  80,087  73,147 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 







Utah Farm Characteris7cs 

Tenure of Farmers 

Rural  Urban  Total 

2008  28,425  32,916  32,426 

2009  27,373  32,101  31,584 

Percent change  ‐3.7  ‐2.5  ‐2.6 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 

Tenure of farmers 

1997  2002  2007 

Full owner  10,155  10,504  11,797 

Percent of total  64.2  68.7  70.6 

Part owner   4,569  3,930  3,971 

Percent of total  28.9  25.7  23.8 

Tenant owner   1,086  848  932 

Percent of total  6.9  5.5  5.6 



Utah Farm Characteris7cs 

Per‐capita income 
(2009 dollars) 

Rural  Urban  Total 

2008  28,425  32,916  32,426 

2009  27,373  32,101  31,584 

Percent change  ‐3.7  ‐2.5  ‐2.6 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 

Farm Organiza+on  1997  2002  2007 

Individual/farm sole 
owner 

12,955  13,108  13,614 

Percent of total  81.9  85.8  81.5 

Family‐held 
corpora7ons 

759  562  917 

Percent of total  4.8  3.7  5.5 

Partnerships  1,652  1,315  1,645 

Percent of total  10.4  8.6  9.9 

Non‐family 
corpora7ons 

111  68  97 

Percent of total  0.7  0.4  0.6 

Estate, trust, co‐op…  333  229  427 

Percent of total  2.1  1.5  2.6 



Utah Farm Characteris7cs 

Principal farm 
owners 

characteris+cs 

1997  2002  2007 

Average operator 
age (years) 

55.1  55.2  57.4 

% with farming as 
primary income 

39.7  48.7  57.4 

Men  14,926  14,054  14,903 

Women  884  1,228  1,797 

USDA Economic Research Service 
September 14, 2011 








