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August 8 to August 15, 2023. The City Recorder’s Office is located at 451 S. State Street, Room

415, Salt Lake City, UT. Please note declarations may be accepted in a different location, please

refer to the Recorder’s Election website for further details closer to August 8, 2023: 

https://www.slc.gov/attorney/recorder/elections/. UCA §20A-9-602(6) 

Any resident of Salt Lake City may also nominate a candidate for Council Member by filing a

Nomination Petition” with the City Recorder between the dates of August 8, 2023, and August

15, 2023, during regular business hours (see Section VI of this guide). The $97 fee is also

required, and the prospective candidate must meet all the requirements to run for office. In lieu

of the fee, prospective candidates can gather signatures of 75 residents (who are at least 18

years old) of the council district the prospective candidate wishes to represent. 

Any resident of Salt Lake City may also nominate a candidate for Mayor by filing a “Nomination

Petition” with the City Recorder between the dates of August 8, 2023, and August 15, 2023, 

during regular business hours (see Section VI of this guide). A $399 fee is also required, and the

prospective candidate must meet all the requirements to run for office. In lieu of the fee, 

prospective candidates can gather an additional 45 signatures of residents (who are at least 18

years old), from all council districts, for a total of 315 residents. 

Immediately following the filing deadline, the City Recorder will publish the names of candidates

in the Salt Lake Tribune as well as on the City Recorder’s Website and the Utah Public Notice

Website. 

Any “Declaration of Candidacy” or “Nomination Petition” will be deemed valid unless a written

objection is filed with the City Recorder within five days after the last day of filing. If an objection

is made, the City Recorder will immediately email or personally deliver written notice of the

objection to the affected candidate and decide on any objection within 48 hours after it is filed. If

the City Recorder sustains the objection, the candidate may correct the problem by either

amending the declaration/nomination petition within three days after the objection is sustained

or by filing a new declaration within three days after the objection is sustained. 

Candidates may withdraw candidacy by filing a “Withdrawal of Candidacy” form (see Section VI

of this guide). The deadline for withdrawal is September 22, 2023. 

PERSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES

Each candidate must file a “Personal Campaign Committee” form (see Section VI of this guide), 

with the City Recorder indicating their personal campaign committee has been appointed and

giving the name and address of each committee member and designating the secretary of the

committee. This information is for internal use, however, if a candidate does not wish to provide

their personal address, they can submit an alternative address (either a physical address or an

email address). Candidate must also declare to limit campaign contributions and expenditures

or decline to limit the campaign contributions and expenditures ( see SLC Code Section

2.46.080 and Section VI of this guide). 
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PERSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES LEFT OPEN THROUGH ELECTION CYCLE

Candidates may leave campaign committees open through the entire election cycle. If funding

remains after the election cycle, the committee will be moved to the next respective election

cycle. Those who leave their committees open beyond the election year must make another

declaration to limit campaign contributions and expenditures or decline to limit campaign

contributions and expenditures on February 15 of the year after the election. The candidate will

be required to submit a campaign finance statement on February 15 of each year the funds

remain in an open election cycle. 

FAIR CAMPAIGN PLEDGE

Each candidate is given the opportunity to voluntarily pledge to follow the basic principles of

decency, honesty, and fair play which every candidate for public office in the State of Utah has a

moral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that after vigorously contested but fairly

conducted campaigns, citizens may exercise their right to a free election, and that the will of the

people may be fully and clearly expressed on the issues. (§20A-9-206) (See Section VI of this

guide). 

CITY/COUNTY ELECTION SERVICES

SALT LAKE COUNTY ELECTION SERVICES

Salt Lake City Corporation contracts with Salt Lake County Elections to manage the following: 

Vote Center Locations

Poll Workers and Judges

Ballot Administration

Voting on Election Day

Tabulating and Reporting

Voter Registration Data and Forms

Salt Lake County Elections can provide the following information: 

List of Registered Voters in a Council District

Voter Registration Forms

Past Election Statistics

QUESTIONS REGARDING MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

If voters have questions about which voting precinct they live in, voter registration, or where a

vote center is located, they should call the Salt Lake County Elections office at 385-468-7400. 

Any other questions, contact: City Recorder’s office at 801 -535-7671, or by email at

elections@slcgov.com. or access the information at www.slc.gov/attorney/recorder/elections. 

MASTER BALLOT POSITION LIST
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ELECTRONIC VOTER INFORMATION WEBSITE

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR CANDIDATE PROFILE

The Lieutenant Governor’s Office provides candidates with the opportunity to submit a

candidate profile for the website, VOTE.UTAH.GOV. Your profile includes biographical

information, a picture, and a short statement. The candidate profile portal may time out during

the submission process; it is recommended that candidates write out their profile details in a

separate document to save their work. 

HOW DO I SUBMIT MY PROFILE

1. Visit the website VOTE.UTAH.GOV. Select the button “Resources for Candidates, 

Political Groups & Parties” at the bottom of the page. 

2. After being directed to a new page, select the option “Submit candidate profile.” 

3. You will be directed to the UtahID portal. If you do not have a UtahID account, you must

create one to proceed. If you already have a UtahID account, simply log in to your

account. 

4. After creating your UtahID account, you will be prompted for a PIN number. To obtain a

PIN number, select your name in the dropdown menu then check your email. 

5. After selecting your name in the dropdown menu, you will receive an email with your PIN

number. Your PIN number will be sent to the email address that you provided on your

declaration of candidacy. It will not be sent to the email address of your UtahID account. 



6. After receiving your PIN number, enter it into the website and click “Submit.”

7. After entering your PIN number, the website will prompt you to enter your candidate

profile. After you have completed your profile, click “Submit for Approval.” You have the

ability to save and edit your profile before the deadline.

Please note, the deadline to submit your candidate profile is September 22, 2023 at 5:00

p.m. (Mountain Time).

PLEASE NOTE: These deadlines are established bylaw. As a result, late submissions and edits

cannot be accepted. 

Do you need assistance with your candidate profile? Contact the Utah Lieutenant Governor’s

Office at 801-538-1041 or via email at elections@utah. gov. Open Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 

5:00 pm (state and national holidays excluded). 

VOTER INFORMATION WEBSITE

Vote.utah.gov

MUNICIPAL CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTING

REQUIREMENTS BEFORE RECEIVING CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

AND MAKING EXPENDITURES

PERSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES (PCC) 

A Personal Campaign Committee is an individual candidate’s campaign finance account. It is the

responsibility of either the PCC or the candidate to submit information to the City Recorder’ s

Office to provide detailed listings of how they are spending and receiving funds. Please visit 2.46

for more information. 

Basics behind a PCC: 

Required for every candidate prior to receiving any contributions or making expenditures

Register the committee with the City Recorder’s Office

Can add and remove members at any time

LAWS AND LIMITS GOVERNING CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

AND CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES

CONTRIBUTION

A gift, subscription, donation, loan, advance, or deposit of money or anything of value,

including non-monetary contributions such as in -kind contributions and contributions of

tangible things.

Does not include personal services provided without compensation by individuals

volunteering their time.
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CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITED

It is unlawful for any person: 

1. Who enters into any contract or seeks to enter into any contract with the city either for

the rendition of personal services or furnishing any material, supplies, or equipment to

the city or for selling any land or building to the city, if payment for the performance of

the contract is to be made in whole or in part from city funds, at any time between the

commencement of negotiations for the contract and the later of: 

a. The completion of performance under the contract, or

b. The termination of negotiations for the contract, directly or indirectly to make any

contribution to a candidate or personal campaign committee; or

2. Knowingly to solicit a contribution from any such person during any such period. 

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

An in-kind contribution means anything of value other than money, that is accepted by or

coordinated with a candidate. 

Example: 

Someone makes a website for your campaign, but they don’t charge you. This

would count as an in -kind contribution. 

CONTRIBUTION LIMITS

City Council - $790/ per contributor

Mayor - $3,720/ per contributor

EXPENDITURES

Any disbursement from contributions, receipts, or any campaign finance account. 

A purchase, payment, donation, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, gift of money or

anything of value made for political purposes. 

An express or implied, legally enforceable contract, promise, or agreement to make any

purchase, payment, donation, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, gift of money or

anything of value for a political purpose; 

Compensation paid by a candidate for personal services rendered by a person without

charge to a reporting entity; 

A transfer of funds by a political committee to another political committee or to a

candidate's personal campaign committee as defined or; 

Goods or services provided by a reporting entity to or for the benefit of the candidate for

political purposes at less than fair market value

Shall not include personal services provided without compensation by individuals

volunteering their time, or money lent to a candidate by a financial institution in the

ordinary course of business. 



VOLUNTARY LIMITATION ON CONTRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURES

Declaration to Limit

o Contributions to personal campaign
City Council - $3,000 limit

Mayor - $75,000 limit

o Expenditures
City Council - $15,000 limit

Mayor - $375,000 limit

COORDINATED EXPENDITURE

An expenditure made by any person in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at

the request or suggestion of a candidate or the candidates personal campaign

committee, or their agents. 

Includes coordinated advertising on billboards and taxicabs or other ground

transportation vehicles, as described in Salt Lake City Code §5.7.010. 

Does not include lawn signs, a sign on a residential property, a bumper sticker, a

handheld sign, a sign on the body of a person, a sign on a motor vehicle other than a

taxicab or other ground transportation vehicle, or a sign in a part of a building that is not

normally used for commercial advertising by a third party. 

An in-kind coordinated expenditure: 

o Shall be valued at the usual and normal value of such expenditure, such as
the value of the use of advertising space on billboards or taxicabs or other
ground transportation vehicles. 

o Taxicabs other ground transportation vehicles– treated as rooftop
advertising if the sign is located in a space not usually or normally for
advertising. Value determined as value of rooftop advertising. 

For complete reference to the law, go to Salt Lake City Code 2.46, Campaign Financing, in

Section IV of this guide. The summarizations throughout this guide do not relieve you of your

obligation to know the election laws of Salt Lake City or the State of Utah. 

INFORMATION GUIDE FOR SALT LAKE CITY CODE 2.46.050(H), ACCEPTING

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THOSE UNDER CONTRACT OR SEEKING TO CONTRACT

WITH THE CITY

2.46.050: CONTRIBUTIONS TO CANDIDATES; LIMITATIONS: 

H. It shall be unlawful for any person: 

1. Who enters into any contract or seeks to enter into any contract with the city either for

the rendition of personal services or furnishing any material, supplies, or equipment to

the city or for selling any land or building to the city, if payment for the performance of

the contract is to be made in whole or in part from city funds, at any time between the

commencement of negotiations for the contract and the later of: a) the completion of

performance under the contract, or b) the termination of negotiations for the contract, 



directly or indirectly to make any contribution to a candidate or personal campaign

committee; or

2. Knowingly to solicit a contribution from any such person during any such period.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

Q: Does section 2.46.050H apply only to business entities? 

A: No. The prohibition applies to “persons,” which the City Code defines to include  “individuals,” 

business organizations,” and other kinds of groups. Therefore, if a contract is between the City

and an individual, then that individual would not be allowed to contribute under the provision. 

Q: Can an individual contribute to a campaign if a business entity they are affiliated with, or that

employs them, has a contract with the City? 

A: Yes, a person may contribute in their individual capacity even if their business entity, or an

entity that employs them, has a contract with the City. 

Q: During what period of time does the prohibition apply? 

A: The prohibition applies between the beginning of negotiations for the contract and ends

when the performance of the contract is complete or the negotiations terminate, whichever

happens last. 

Q: What kinds of contracts does the prohibition not apply to? 

A: The prohibition applies only to contracts for the rendition of personal services to the City, the

furnishing of materials, supplies, or equipment to the City, or the selling of land or a building to

the City. It doesn’t apply to other kinds of contracts such as donation agreements, a lease with

the City, or a service (such as utility service) provided by the City. 2.46.010

Q: If someone submits a proposal in response to an RFP, can a candidate or campaign accept a

contribution from them? 

A: Yes, up to the point that the City identifies the contributor as the apparent winner and

negotiations begin. 
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RANKED CHOICE VOTING

On March 7, 2023, Salt Lake City Council passed Resolution 5 of 2023. This resolution opts for

Salt Lake City to participate in the Municipal Alternate Voting Method Pilot Project, also known

as Ranked Choice Voting (RCV). Participation in this pilot project changes the voting method

from what is known as traditional voting to instant runoff voting and adjusts portions of the

election timeline. The 2023 Ranked Choice Voting method has eliminated the necessity of a

Primary Election. Ranked Choice Voting is frequently used for single winner elected positions. 

The practice was used for 23 municipalities in 2021 for Municipal Elections. One of the

participating municipalities was Salt Lake City. 

Timeline changes due to RCV: 

Election Calendar Task
RCV Dates (Without a

Primary Election) 
Declaration of Candidacy

period begins August 8, 2023

Declaration of Candidacy
period ends August 15, 2023

Municipal Primary Election Not applicable

Ballots begin to be mailed out
via USPS

Week of October
31

Municipal General Election
Last day to submit ballots) November 21, 2023

Quick bullet points: 

Ranked Choice Voting FAQ

Salt Lake City

Ranked Choice Voting allows voters to select candidates in preferential order

In Salt Lake City, voters will be able to rank up to 10 candidates

o Resident’s will be able to rank up to 10 candidates due to software limitations.
o For example – if there are 10 candidates there are 10 preference rankings; if

there are 5 candidates, only 5 preference rankings will be listed.

Date Changes:

o There will be no Primary Election
o The Declaration of Candidacy period has moved from June 1 -7 to August 8-15,

2023, Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM- 5:00 PM. (When candidates formally declare

their intent to run for office, this action is designed to officially place the
candidate's name on the ballot).

o The General Election (Election Day) remains on November 21, 2023. Early
voting could begin around November 7, 2023.



Individuals interested in being placed on the ballot, may begin campaigning at any point
of an election cycle so long as they open a Personal Campaign Committee with the
Recorder’s office for the purposes of raising or spending funds.

What is Ranked Choice Voting? 

Ranked Choice Voting (also known as Instant Runoff Voting) can be used (or is best used) for
single-winner elected positions. This method was used in 23 municipalities in 2021 for Municipal
Elections. One of the participating municipalities was Salt Lake City. A list of all cities
participating for the 2023 election can be found at https://vote.utah.gov/current -election-
information/  The method decreases the splitting of the vote (choosing one over the other). 

Voters may select candidates in their preferred order, instead of simply voting against the
candidate with whom the voter disagrees. In Salt Lake City, voters will be able to rank up to 10
depending on how many Declare Candidacy in August). 

How does it work? 

Ballots are printed with the names listed and 10 ranking positions; voters rank the candidates by
filling in the bubble in the appropriate column with the preferred ranking. More detailed ballot
instructions will be provided with every ballot mailed. 

The ranking will be determined based on the following: 

If a candidate has received more than 50% of the overall vote, they are automatically
declared the winner of the single-seat race
If none of the candidates receive more than 50% of the overall vote, the candidate with
the lowest percentage of overall votes is eliminated, and those who had the eliminated
candidate selected as their first choice will now have their votes counted for the
candidate they chose as their second preference. This process of elimination continues
until a candidate crosses the 50% threshold and is declared the winner.

What order will the candidates be in? 

Candidates are positioned in order of the Master Ballot Position List, which is established on
even numbered election years by the Lieutenant Governor’s Office in accordance with §20A -6-
305. For more information on this process please visit this link: https://voteinfo.utah.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/42/2022/03/2022-Master-Ballot-Position.pdf.

Additionally, here is the current Master Ballot Position List and the order that the 2023 ballot will
be in: 
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Ties are broken by lot in Utah (e.g. flip a coin, draw straws, etc.) It’s the same for Ranked Choice
Voting, so if two candidates still tie, the election administrator (The City Recorder’s Office) will
bring both candidates in, everyone will agree on a tie-breaking method (lots, coin toss, rock, 
paper, scissors, etc.) and then the candidate who wins the agreed upon tie-breaking method will
be declared the winner. 

Will it take longer to see the results? 

What may be different from prior elections is how the results will look on a daily basis. Where
RCV may eliminate candidates in rounds, the results may favor one candidate but as one is
eliminated, the votes where the eliminated candidate was ranked as the voters first choice will
then be transferred to their second favorite candidate. This could cause the period where ballots
are being counted to show different candidates in the lead on a day-to-day basis.  

Results can be delayed up to a week if a recount is required. Per 20A-4-602(12), 
Notwithstanding Section 20A-4-301, a board of municipal canvassers may extend the canvass

deadline by up to seven additional days, if necessary, to conduct a recount required under
Subsection (10).”  

What will my ballot look like? 

Ballots will be printed by the Salt Lake County Clerk’s Office who is contracting with the City on
this year’s election. They will provide a sample ballot to the city further along in the process and
it will be posted publicly. 

Will it still be a vote-by-mail election? 

Yes. The State of Utah is an entirely vote-by-mail state. However, cities and counties may
provide in-person polling locations; these will be determined by Salt Lake County and will be
posted on their website and on the City Recorder’s website closer to the General Election, 
November 21, 2023. 

How does this change the election timeline? 

The timeline has a few changes throughout; however, the General Election remains the same
and Election Day will still take place on November 21, 2023. Where the Primary Election was

eliminated, this will move the Declaration of Candidacy period from early June to August 8 -15, 
2023, Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM- 5:00 PM. Besides that, no large timelines change that can
affect voters. 

Does the time period change effect candidates? 

Yes and no. Overall, prospective candidates can begin campaigning now and continue
campaigning up to the General Election. However, they are not official candidates with
confirmed validity until after August 15.  

The formal period for declaring candidacy is August 8 -15 at 5:00pm. So, while the declaration
period moves from June to August, it does not prohibit them from beginning to campaign. The



only necessary thing for candidates to do immediately if they wish to raise or spend funds is to
open a Personal Campaign Committee with the City Recorder’s Office which essentially requires
candidates to report how they are raising and spending funds. 

Do other cities or states (besides Salt Lake City) do this? 

In 2021, 23 cities in Utah used Ranked Choice Voting, including Salt Lake City. 

A list of all cities participating for the 2023 election can be found at https://vote.utah.gov/current-
election-information/. 

Have more questions about Ranked Choice Voting? Great! Send them
elections@slcgov.com and the most commonly asked ones will be added to this FAQ. 

Examples of RCV Style Ballots

These sample ballots were what was used for the 2021 Salt Lake City Municipal Election, they
are not specific to this election and are a demonstration of an RCV ballot.
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Effective 2/ 27/ 2023
20A-3a-501 Prohibited conduct at polling place -- Other prohibited activities. 
1) As used in this section: 

a) “ electioneering” includes any oral, printed, or written attempt to persuade persons to refrain from
voting or to vote for or vote against any candidate or issue; and
b) “polling place” means the physical place where ballots are cast and includes the physical place where a

ballot drop box is located. 
2) 

a) An individual may not, within a polling place or in any public area within 150 feet of the building where a
polling place is located: 

i) do any electioneering; 
ii) circulate cards or handbills of any kind; 
iii) solicit signatures to any kind of petition; or
iv) engage in any practice that interferes with the freedom of voters to vote or disrupts the

administration of the polling place. 
b) A county, municipality, school district, or special district may not prohibit electioneering that occurs

more than 150 feet from the building where a polling place is located, but may regulate the place and
manner of that electioneering to protect the public safety. 

3) 
a) An individual may not obstruct the doors or entries to a building in which a polling place is located or

prevent free access to and from any polling place. 
b) A sheriff, deputy sheriff, or municipal law enforcement officer shall prevent the obstruction of the

entrance to a polling place and may arrest an individual creating an obstruction. 
4) An individual may not solicit any voter to show the voter’ s ballot. 
5) 

a) An individual may not knowingly possess or control another individual’ s voted manual ballot, unless: 
i) the individual is an election official or postal worker acting in the capacity of an election official or

postal worker; 
ii) the individual possesses or controls the voted ballot in accordance with Section 20A-3a-301, relating

to emergency ballots; 
iii) the possession or control is authorized in order to deliver a military- overseas ballot in accordance

with Chapter 16, Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act; 
iv) subject to Section 20A-3a-208, the individual is authorized by a voter to possess or control the voter’ s

voted ballot if the voter needs assistance delivering the ballot due to the voter’ s age, illness, or disability; 
or
v) the individual resides in the same household as the voter. 

b) A violation of Subsection ( 5)(a) does not invalidate the ballot. 
6) An individual who violates any provision of this section is, in addition to the penalties described in

Subsections 20A-1-609(2) and (3), guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
7) A political subdivision may not prohibit political signs that are located more than 150 feet away from a

polling place, but may regulate their placement to protect public safety. 

Amended by Chapter 15, 2023 General Session



5/ 12/ 2020
Part 8

Watchers

20A-3a-801 Watchers. 
1) As used in this section, “ administering election officer” means: 

a) the election officer; or
b) if the election officer is the lieutenant governor, the county clerk of the county in which an individual will

act as a watcher. 
2) 

a) Any individual who is registered or preregistered to vote in Utah may become a watcher in an election at
any time by registering as a watcher with the administering election officer. 
b) An individual who registers under Subsection ( 2)(a) is not required to be certified by a person under

Subsection ( 3) in order to act as a watcher. 
c) An individual who registers as a watcher shall notify the administering election officer of the dates, 

times, and locations that the individual intends to act as a watcher. 
d) An election official may not prohibit a watcher from performing a function described in Subsection ( 4) 

because the watcher did not provide the notice described in Subsection ( 2)(c). 
e) An administering election officer shall provide a copy of this section, or instructions on how to access an

electronic copy of this section, to a watcher at the time the watcher registers under this Subsection ( 2). 
3) 

a) A person that is a candidate whose name will appear on the ballot, a qualified write- in candidate for the
election, a registered political party, or a political issues committee may certify an individual as an official
watcher for the person: 

i) by filing an affidavit with the administering election officer responsible to designate an individual as an
official watcher for the certifying person; and
ii) if the individual registers as a watcher under Subsection ( 2)(a). 

b) A watcher who is certified by a person under Subsection ( 3)(a) may not perform the same function
described in Subsection ( 4) at the same time and in the same location as another watcher who is certified
by that person. 
c) A watcher who is certified by a person under Subsection ( 3)(a) may designate another individual to serve

in the watcher’ s stead during the watcher’ s temporary absence by filing with a poll worker an affidavit that
designates the individual as a temporary replacement. 

4) A watcher may: 
a) observe the setup or takedown of a polling place; 
b) observe a voter checking in at a polling place; 
c) observe the collection, receipt, and processing of a ballot, including a provisional ballot or a ballot cast by

a covered voter as defined in Section 20A-16-102; 
d) observe the transport or transmission of a ballot that is in an election official’ s custody; 
e) observe the opening and inspection of a manual ballot; 
f) observe ballot replication; 
g) observe the conduct of logic and accuracy testing described in Section 20A-5-802; 
h) observe ballot tabulation; 
i) observe the process of storing and securing a ballot; 
j) observe a post-election audit; 
k) observe a canvassing board meeting described in Title 20A, Chapter 4, Part 3, Canvassing Returns; 



l) observe the certification of the results of an election; 
m) observe a recount; or
n) observe signature verification. 

5) An administering election officer shall: 
a) permit uniform, nondiscriminatory access for a watcher to observe each stage of an election process; 
b) establish locations for a watcher to observe an event described in Subsection ( 4), other than an event

described in Subsection ( 4)(d) or (k), from no further than six feet away; and
c) except for a county of the fourth, fifth, or sixth class, for any ballot adjudication, or upload of votes from

a voting machine or scanner, that is conducted on a computer screen, project the activity onto a screen that
is large enough to be viewed by each watcher. 

6) 
a) A watcher may not: 

i) record an activity described in Subsection ( 4) if the recording would reveal a vote or otherwise violate
a voter’s privacy or a voter’ s right to cast a secret ballot; 
ii) interfere with an activity described in Subsection ( 4), except to challenge an individual’ s eligibility to

vote under Section 20A-3a-803; or
iii) divulge information related to the number of votes counted, tabulated, or cast for a candidate or

ballot proposition until after the election officer makes the information public. 
b) A person who violates Subsection ( 6)(a)(iii) is guilty of a third degree felony. 

7) 
a) Notwithstanding Subsection ( 2)(a) or (4), in order to maintain a safe working environment for an election

official or to protect the safety or security of a ballot, an administering election officer may take reasonable
action to: 

i) limit the number of watchers at a single location; 
ii) remove a watcher for violating a provision of this section; 
iii) remove a watcher for interfering with an activity described in Subsection ( 4); 
iv) designate areas for a watcher to reasonably observe the activities described in Subsection ( 4); or
v) ensure that a voter’ s ballot secrecy is protected throughout the watching process. 

b) If an administering election officer limits the number of watchers at a single location under Subsection
6)(a)(i), the administering election officer shall give preferential access to the location to a watcher

designated under Subsection ( 3). 
c) An administering election officer may provide a watcher a badge that identifies the watcher and require

the watcher to wear the badge while acting as a watcher. 

Amended by Chapter 18, 2022 General Session
Amended by Chapter 380, 2022 General Session

20A-3a-802 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 

1) “Challenged voter” means an individual whose right to vote is challenged as provided in this part. 
2) “Filer” means an individual who files a written statement challenging another individual’ s right to vote as

provided in Section 20A-3a-804. 

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 31, 2020 General Session

20A-3a-803 Challenges to a voter’ s eligibility -- Basis for challenge -- Procedures. 
1) An individual may challenge another individual’ s eligibility to vote on any of the following grounds: 

a) the individual is not the individual in whose name the individual tries to vote; 



b) the individual is not a resident of Utah; 
c) the individual is not a citizen of the United States; 
d) the individual has not or will not have resided in Utah for 30 days immediately before the date of the

election; 
e) the individual’ s principal place of residence is not in the voting precinct that the individual claims; 
f) the individual’ s principal place of residence is not in the geographic boundaries of the election area; 
g) the individual has already voted in the election; 
h) the individual is not at least the minimum age required to vote in the election; 
i) the individual has been convicted of a misdemeanor for an offense under this title and the individual’ s

right to vote in an election has not been restored under Section 20A-2-101.3; 
j) the individual is a convicted felon and the voter’ s right to vote in an election has not been restored under

Section 20A-2-101.5; or
k) in a regular primary election or presidential primary election, the individual does not meet the political

party affiliation requirements for the ballot the individual seeks to vote. 
2) An individual who challenges another individual’ s right to vote in an election shall make the challenge in

accordance with: 
a) Section 20A-3a-804, for a challenge that is not made in person at the time an individual votes; or
b) Section 20A-3a-805, for challenges made in person at the time an individual votes. 

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 31, 2020 General Session

20A-3a-804 Pre-election challenges to a voter’ s eligibility in writing -- Procedure -- Form of challenge. 
1) 

a) An individual may challenge an individual’ s eligibility to vote by filing a written statement with the
election officer in accordance with Subsection ( 1)(b) that: 

i) lists the name and address of the individual filing the challenge; 
ii) for each individual who is challenged: 

A) identifies the name of the challenged individual; 
B) lists the last known address or telephone number of the challenged individual; 
C) provides the basis for the challenge, as provided under Section 20A-3a-803; 
D) provides facts and circumstances supporting the basis provided; and
E) may include supporting documents, affidavits, or other evidence; and

iii) includes a signed affidavit, which is subject to penalties of perjury, swearing that: 
A) the filer exercised due diligence to personally verify the facts and circumstances establishing the

basis for the challenge; and
B) according to the filer’s personal knowledge and belief, the basis for the challenge under Section

20A-3a-803 for each challenged individual is valid. 
b) An individual who files a written statement under Subsection ( 1)(a) shall file the written statement

during the election officer’ s regular business hours: 
i) at least 45 days before the day of the election; or
ii) if the challenge is to an individual who registered to vote between the day that is 45 days before the

election and the day of the election: 
A) on or before the day of the election; and
B) before the individual’ s ballot is removed from a ballot envelope or otherwise separated from any

information that could be used to identify the ballot as the individual’ s ballot. 
c) The challenge may not be based on unsupported allegations or allegations by an anonymous individual. 
d) An election officer may require an individual who files a challenge under this section to file the challenge

on a form provided by the election officer that meets the requirements of this section. 



2) If the challenge is not in the proper form, is incomplete, or if the basis for the challenge does not meet the
requirements of this part, the election officer shall dismiss the challenge and notify the filer in writing of the
reasons for the dismissal.
3)

a) Upon receipt of a challenge that meets the requirements for filing under this section, the election officer
shall attempt to notify each challenged individual in accordance with Subsection ( 3)(b):

i) at least 28 days before the date of the election, if the election officer receives the challenge under
Subsection ( 1)(b)(i); or
ii) within one business day, if the election officer receives the challenge under Subsection ( 1)(b)(ii).

b) The election officer shall attempt to notify each challenged individual:
i) that a challenge has been filed against the challenged individual;
ii) that the challenged individual may be required to cast a provisional ballot at the time the individual

votes if the individual votes in person;
iii) that if the individual votes by mail, the individual’ s ballot will be treated as a provisional ballot unless

the challenge is resolved;
iv) of the basis for the challenge, which may include providing a copy of the challenge the filer filed with

the election officer; and
v) that the challenged individual may submit information, a sworn statement, supporting documents,

affidavits, or other evidence supporting the challenged individual’ s eligibility to vote in the election to the
election officer no later than:

A) 21 days before the date of the election, if the election officer receives the challenge under
Subsection ( 1)(b)(i); or
B) five days before the day on which the canvass is held, if the election officer receives the challenge

under Subsection ( 1)(b)(ii).
4) 

a) The election officer shall determine whether each challenged individual is eligible to vote before the day
on which:

i) early voting commences, if the election officer receives the challenge under Subsection ( 1)(b)(i); or
ii) the canvass is held, if the election officer receives the challenge under Subsection ( 1)(b)(ii).

b) 
i) The filer has the burden to prove, by clear and convincing evidence, that the basis for challenging the

individual’ s eligibility to vote is valid.
ii) The election officer shall resolve the challenge based on the available facts and information

submitted, which may include voter registration records and other documents or information available to
the election officer.

5) An individual who files a challenge in accordance with the requirements of this section is subject to
criminal penalties for false statements as provided under Sections 76-8-503 and 76-8-504 and any other
applicable criminal provision.
6)

a) A challenged individual may appeal an election officer’ s decision regarding the individual’ s eligibility to
vote to the district court having jurisdiction over the location where the challenge was filed.
b) The district court shall uphold the decision of the election officer unless the district court determines

that the decision was arbitrary, capricious, or unlawful.
c) In making the district court’s determination, the district court’s review is limited to:

i) the information filed under Subsection ( 1)(a) by the filer;
ii) the information submitted under Subsection ( 3)(b)(v) by the challenged individual; and
iii) any additional facts and information used by the election official to determine whether the

challenged individual is eligible to vote, as indicated by the election official.



7) A challenged individual may register to vote or change the location of the individual’ s voter registration if
otherwise permitted by law.
8) A document pertaining to a challenge filed under this section is a public record.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 31, 2020 General Session

20A-3a-805 Challenges to a voter’ s eligibility at polling place -- Procedure. 
1) 

a) A poll worker, a watcher, or an individual who resides in the jurisdiction to which the election relates
may, at a polling place, challenge an individual’ s eligibility to vote a particular ballot or to vote in that
election if:

i) the individual making the challenge and the challenged individual are both present at the polling place
at the time the challenge is made; and
ii) the challenge is made before the challenged individual applies for a ballot.

b) An individual may make a challenge by orally stating the challenged individual’ s name and the basis for
the challenge, as provided under Section 20A-3a-803.

2) The poll worker shall record a challenge in the official register or on the challenge sheets in the pollbook,
including:

a) the name of the challenged individual;
b) the name of the individual making the challenge; and
c) the basis upon which the challenge is made.

3) If an individual’ s eligibility to vote is challenged under this section, the poll worker shall follow the
procedures and requirements of Section 20A-3a-205.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 31, 2020 General Session

20A-3a-806 Election official or watcher revealing vote. 
1) It is unlawful for an election official or watcher to reveal to another person the name of a candidate or

ballot proposition for whom a voter has voted or to communicate to another person the election official or
watcher’ s opinion, belief, or impression regarding for whom or what a voter has voted.
2) A person who violates this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 31, 2020 General Session

20A-3a-807 Notification of ballot processes. 
1) As used in this section, “ ballot process” includes:

a) signature verification;
b) opening ballots;
c) scanning ballots;
d) adjudicating ballots;
e) replicating damaged or defective ballots; or
f) tabulating votes.

2) A county clerk shall:
a) beginning at least three days before the day on which the county clerk begins mailing ballots for an

election, and ending on the first day of the canvass, post on the county clerk’ s website a schedule of the
hours, over the next three days, during which the county clerk plans to conduct one or more ballot
processes; and
b) update any changes to the schedule at least 24 hours before the clerk modifies the hours.



Enacted by Chapter 380, 2022 General Session



Effective 5/ 3/ 2023
20A-9-203 Declarations of candidacy -- Municipal general elections -- Nomination petition -- Removal of
signature. 
1) An individual may become a candidate for any municipal office if: 

a) the individual is a registered voter; and
b) 

i) the individual has resided within the municipality in which the individual seeks to hold elective office
for the 12 consecutive months immediately before the date of the election; or
ii) the territory in which the individual resides was annexed into the municipality, the individual has

resided within the annexed territory or the municipality the 12 consecutive months immediately before
the date of the election. 

2) 
a) For purposes of determining whether an individual meets the residency requirement of Subsection
1)(b)(i) in a municipality that was incorporated less than 12 months before the election, the municipality is

considered to have been incorporated 12 months before the date of the election. 
b) In addition to the requirements of Subsection ( 1), each candidate for a municipal council position shall, if

elected from a district, be a resident of the council district from which the candidate is elected. 
c) In accordance with Utah Constitution, Article IV, Section 6, a mentally incompetent individual, an

individual convicted of a felony, or an individual convicted of treason or a crime against the elective
franchise may not hold office in this state until the right to hold elective office is restored under Section
20A-2-101.3 or 20A-2-101.5. 

3) 
a) An individual seeking to become a candidate for a municipal office shall, regardless of the nomination

method by which the individual is seeking to become a candidate: 
i) except as provided in Subsection ( 3)(b) or Chapter 4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot

Project, and subject to Subsection 20A-9-404(3)(e), file a declaration of candidacy, in person with the city
recorder or town clerk, during the office hours described in Section 10-3-301 and not later than the close
of those office hours, between June 1 and June 7 of any odd-numbered year; and
ii) pay the filing fee, if one is required by municipal ordinance. 

b) Subject to Subsection ( 5)(b), an individual may designate an agent to file a declaration of candidacy with
the city recorder or town clerk if: 

i) the individual is located outside of the state during the entire filing period; 
ii) the designated agent appears in person before the city recorder or town clerk; 
iii) the individual communicates with the city recorder or town clerk using an electronic device that

allows the individual and city recorder or town clerk to see and hear each other; and
iv) the individual provides the city recorder or town clerk with an email address to which the city

recorder or town clerk may send the individual the copies described in Subsection ( 4). 
c) Any resident of a municipality may nominate a candidate for a municipal office by: 

i) except as provided in Chapter 4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project, filing a
nomination petition with the city recorder or town clerk during the office hours described in Section
10-3-301 and not later than the close of those office hours, between June 1 and June 7 of any
odd-numbered year that includes signatures in support of the nomination petition of the lesser of at
least: 

A) 25 registered voters who reside in the municipality; or
B) 20% of the registered voters who reside in the municipality; and

ii) paying the filing fee, if one is required by municipal ordinance. 
4) 



a) Before the filing officer may accept any declaration of candidacy or nomination petition, the filing officer
shall: 

i) read to the prospective candidate or individual filing the petition the constitutional and statutory
qualification requirements for the office that the candidate is seeking; 
ii) require the candidate or individual filing the petition to state whether the candidate meets the

requirements described in Subsection ( 4)(a)(i); and
iii) inform the candidate or the individual filing the petition that an individual who holds a municipal

elected office may not, at the same time, hold a county elected office. 
b) If the prospective candidate does not meet the qualification requirements for the office, the filing officer

may not accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition. 
c) If it appears that the prospective candidate meets the requirements of candidacy, the filing officer shall: 

i) inform the candidate that the candidate’ s name will appear on the ballot as it is written on the
declaration of candidacy; 
ii) provide the candidate with a copy of the current campaign financial disclosure laws for the office the

candidate is seeking and inform the candidate that failure to comply will result in disqualification as a
candidate and removal of the candidate’ s name from the ballot; 
iii) provide the candidate with a copy of Section 20A-7-801 regarding the Statewide Electronic Voter

Information Website Program and inform the candidate of the submission deadline under Subsection
20A-7-801(4)(a); 
iv) provide the candidate with a copy of the pledge of fair campaign practices described under Section

20A-9-206 and inform the candidate that: 
A) signing the pledge is voluntary; and
B) signed pledges shall be filed with the filing officer; and

v) accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition. 
d) If the candidate elects to sign the pledge of fair campaign practices, the filing officer shall: 

i) accept the candidate’ s pledge; and
ii) if the candidate has filed for a partisan office, provide a certified copy of the candidate’ s pledge to the

chair of the county or state political party of which the candidate is a member. 
5) 

a) The declaration of candidacy shall be in substantially the following form: 
I, (print name) ____, being first sworn and under penalty of perjury, say that I reside at ____ 

Street, City of ____, County of ____, state of Utah, Zip Code ____, Telephone Number ( if any) ____; that I
am a registered voter; and that I am a candidate for the office of ____ (stating the term).  I will meet the
legal qualifications required of candidates for this office. If filing via a designated agent, I attest that I will be
out of the state of Utah during the entire candidate filing period. I will file all campaign financial disclosure
reports as required by law and I understand that failure to do so will result in my disqualification as a
candidate for this office and removal of my name from the ballot.  I request that my name be printed upon
the applicable official ballots.  ( Signed) _______________ 

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me by ____ on this __________(month\ day\ year). 

Signed) _______________ ( Clerk or other officer qualified to administer oath).” 
b) An agent designated under Subsection ( 3)(b) to file a declaration of candidacy may not sign the form

described in Subsection ( 5)(a). 
c) 

i) A nomination petition shall be in substantially the following form: 
NOMINATION PETITION

The undersigned residents of (name of municipality), being registered voters, nominate (name
of nominee) for the office of (name of office) for the (length of term of office).” 



ii) The remainder of the petition shall contain lines and columns for the signatures of individuals signing
the petition and each individual’ s address and phone number.

6) If the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition fails to state whether the nomination is for the
two-year or four-year term, the clerk shall consider the nomination to be for the four-year term.
7)

a) 
i) The clerk shall verify with the county clerk that all candidates are registered voters.

b) With the assistance of the county clerk, and using the procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002, the
municipal clerk shall determine whether the required number of signatures of registered voters appears on
a nomination petition.

8) Immediately after expiration of the period for filing a declaration of candidacy, the clerk shall:
a) publicize a list of the names of the candidates as they will appear on the ballot by publishing the list for

the municipality, as a class A notice under Section 63G-30-102, for seven days; and
b) notify the lieutenant governor of the names of the candidates as they will appear on the ballot.

9) Except as provided in Subsection ( 10)(c), an individual may not amend a declaration of candidacy or
nomination petition filed under this section after the candidate filing period ends.
10)

a) A declaration of candidacy or nomination petition that an individual files under this section is valid unless
a person files a written objection with the clerk before 5 p.m. within 10 days after the last day for filing.
b) If a person files an objection, the clerk shall:

i) mail or personally deliver notice of the objection to the affected candidate immediately; and
ii) decide any objection within 48 hours after the objection is filed.

c) If the clerk sustains the objection, the candidate may, before 5 p.m. within three days after the day on
which the clerk sustains the objection, correct the problem for which the objection is sustained by
amending the candidate’ s declaration of candidacy or nomination petition, or by filing a new declaration of
candidacy.
d)

i) The clerk’ s decision upon objections to form is final.
ii) The clerk’ s decision upon substantive matters is reviewable by a district court if prompt application is

made to the district court.
iii) The decision of the district court is final unless the Supreme Court, in the exercise of its discretion,

agrees to review the lower court decision.
11) A candidate who qualifies for the ballot under this section may withdraw as a candidate by filing a written

affidavit with the municipal clerk.
12)

a) A voter who signs a nomination petition under this section may have the voter’s signature removed from
the petition by, no later than three business days after the day on which the petition is filed with the city
recorder or municipal clerk, submitting to the municipal clerk a statement requesting that the voter’s
signature be removed.
b) A statement described in Subsection ( 12)(a) shall comply with the requirements described in Subsection

20A-1-1003(2).
c) With the assistance of the county clerk and using the procedures described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(3),

the municipal clerk shall determine whether to remove an individual’ s signature from a petition after
receiving a timely, valid statement requesting removal of the signature.

Amended by Chapter 116, 2023 General Session
Amended by Chapter 435, 2023 General Session



Effective 5/ 8/ 2018
Part 6

Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project

20A-4-601 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 

1) “Candidate amplifier” means the product of: 
a) two less than the total number of candidates in a given ballot-counting phase of a multi-candidate race; 

and
b) .02%. 

2) “First preference ranking” means the candidate selected as the candidate most preferred by a voter, as
indicated by: 

a) the number one; or
b) if the voter does not assign the number one to any candidate, the number two. 

3) “ Multi-candidate race” means a nonpartisan municipal race where: 
a) for the election of at-large officers, the number of candidates who qualify for the race exceeds the total

number of seats to be filled; or
b) for the election of an officer other than an at-large officer, more than two candidates qualify to run for

one office. 
4) “ Participating municipality” means a municipality that is participating in the pilot project, in accordance

with Subsection 20A-4-602(3). 
5) “ Pilot project” means the Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project created in Section 20A-4-602. 
6) “ Recount threshold” means the sum of the candidate amplifier and the following: 

a) for a ballot-counting phase in which fewer than 100 valid rankings are counted, 0.21%; 
b) for a ballot-counting phase in which at least 100, but fewer than 500, valid rankings are counted, 0.19%; 
c) for a ballot- counting phase in which at least 500, but fewer than 1,000, valid rankings are counted, 

0.17%; 
d) for a ballot-counting phase in which at least 1,000, but fewer than 5,000, valid rankings are counted, 

0.15%; 
e) for a ballot-counting phase in which at least 5,000, but fewer than 10,000, valid rankings are counted, 

0.13%; and
f) for a ballot-counting phase in which 10,000 or more valid rankings are counted, 0.11%. 

7) “Valid” means that the ballot is marked in a manner that permits the ranking to be counted during the
applicable ballot-counting phase. 

Amended by Chapter 342, 2022 General Session

20A-4-602 Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project -- Creation -- Participation. 
1) There is created the Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project. 
2) The pilot project begins on January 1, 2019, and ends on January 1, 2026. 
3) 

a) A municipality may participate in the pilot project, in accordance with the requirements of this section
and all other applicable provisions of law, during any odd-numbered year that the pilot project is in effect, 
if, before May 1 of the odd-numbered year, the legislative body of the municipality: 

i) votes to participate; and
ii) provides written notice to the lieutenant governor and the county clerk stating that the municipality

intends to participate in the pilot project for the year specified in the notice. 



b) The legislative body of a municipality that provides the notice of intent described in Subsection ( 3)(a) 
may withdraw the notice of intent, and not participate in the pilot project, if the legislative body of the
municipality provides written notice of withdrawal to the lieutenant governor and the county clerk before
May 1. 

4) The lieutenant governor shall maintain, in a prominent place on the lieutenant governor’ s website, a
current list of the municipalities that are participating in the pilot project. 
5) 

a) An election officer of a participating municipality shall, in accordance with the provisions of this part, 
conduct a multi-candidate race during the municipal general election using instant runoff voting. 
b) Except as provided in Subsection 20A-4-603(9), an election officer of a participating municipality that will

conduct a multi-candidate race under Subsection ( 5)(a) may not conduct a municipal primary election
relating to that race. 
c) A municipality that has in effect an ordinance described in Subsection 20A-9-404(3) or (4) may not

participate in the pilot project. 
6) Except for an election described in Subsection 20A-4-603(9), an individual who files a declaration of

candidacy or a nomination petition, for a candidate who will run in an election described in this part, shall file
the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition during the office hours described in Section 10-3-301 and
not later than the close of those office hours, no sooner than the second Tuesday in August and no later than
the third Tuesday in August of an odd-numbered year. 

Amended by Chapter 170, 2022 General Session

20A-4-603 Instant runoff voting. 
1) In a multi-candidate race, the election officer for a participating municipality shall: 

a) 
i) conduct the first ballot-counting phase by counting the valid first preference rankings for each

candidate; and
ii) if one of the candidates receives more than 50% of the valid first preference rankings counted, declare

that candidate elected; 
b) if, after counting the valid first preference rankings for each candidate, no candidate receives more than

50% of the valid first preference rankings counted, conduct the second ballot-counting phase by: 
i) excluding from the multi-candidate race: 

A) the candidate who received the fewest valid first preference rankings counted; or
B) in the event of a tie for the fewest valid first preference rankings counted, one of the tied

candidates, determined by the election officer by lot, in accordance with Subsection ( 6); 
ii) adding, to the valid first preference rankings counted for the remaining candidates, the next valid

preference rankings cast for the remaining candidates by the voters who cast a valid first preference
ranking for the excluded candidate; and
iii) if, after adding the rankings in accordance with Subsection ( 1)(b)(ii), one candidate receives more

than 50% of the valid rankings counted, declaring that candidate elected; and
c) if, after adding the next valid preference rankings in accordance with Subsection ( 1)(b)(ii), no candidate

receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, conduct subsequent ballot-counting phases by
continuing the process described in Subsection ( 1)(b) until a candidate receives more than 50% of the valid
rankings counted, as follows: 

i) excluding from consideration the candidate who has the fewest valid rankings counted or, in the event
of a tie for the fewest valid rankings counted, excluding one of the tied candidates, by lot, in accordance
with Subsection ( 6); and
ii) adding the next valid preference ranking cast by each voter whose ranking was counted for the last



excluded candidate to one of the remaining candidates, in the order of the next preference indicated by
the voter. 

2) The election officer shall declare elected the first candidate who receives more than 50% of the valid
rankings counted under the process described in Subsection ( 1). 
3) A ranking is valid for a particular ballot-counting phase of a multi-candidate race if: 

a) the voter indicates the voter’ s preference for that ballot-counting phase and all previous ballot-counting
phases; or
b) in the event that the voter skips a number in filling out the rankings on a ballot: 

i) the voter clearly indicates an order of preference for the candidates; 
ii) the voter does not skip two or more consecutive numbers at any point before the preference ranking

that would otherwise be counted for the current ballot-counting phase; 
iii) the candidate next preferred by the voter is clearly indicated by a subsequent number that most

closely follows the number assigned by the voter for the previously- ranked candidate; and
iv) the voter did not give the same rank to more than one candidate for the applicable ballot-counting

phase or a previous ballot-counting phase. 
4) A ranking is not valid for a particular ballot-counting phase of a multi-candidate race, and for all

subsequent ballot-counting phases, if: 
a) the voter indicates the same rank for more than one candidate for that ballot-counting phase; or
b) the voter skips two or more consecutive numbers before ranking another candidate. 

5) If, for a ballot-counting phase, a voter ranks a candidate who has withdrawn from the race, the
next-ranked candidate who has not withdrawn from the race will be counted for that ballot-counting phase. 
6) For each ballot-counting phase after the first phase, if two or more candidates tie as having received the

fewest valid rankings counted at that point in the ballot count, the election officer shall eliminate one of those
candidates from consideration, by lot, in the following manner: 

a) determine the names of the candidates who tie as having received the fewest valid rankings for that
ballot-counting phase; 
b) cast the lot in the presence of at least two election officials and any counting poll watchers who are

present and desire to witness the casting of the lot; and
c) sign a public document that: 

i) certifies the method used for casting the lot and the result of the lot; and
ii) includes the name of each individual who witnessed the casting of the lot. 

7) In a multi-candidate race for an at-large office, where the number of candidates who qualify for the race
exceeds the total number of at-large seats to be filled for the office, the election officer shall count the
rankings by: 

a) except as provided in Subsection ( 8), counting rankings in the same manner as described in Subsections
1) through (6), until a candidate is declared elected; 
b) repeating the process described in Subsection ( 7)(a) for all candidates that are not declared elected until

another candidate is declared elected; and
c) continuing the process described in Subsection ( 7)(b) until all at-large seats in the race are filled. 

8) After a candidate is declared elected under Subsection ( 7), the election officer shall, in repeating the
process described in Subsections ( 1) through (6) to declare the next candidate elected, add to the ranking
totals the next valid preference vote of each voter whose ranking was counted for a candidate already
declared elected. 
9) An election officer for a participating municipality may choose to conduct a primary election by using

instant runoff voting in the manner described in Subsections ( 1) through (6), except that: 
a) instead of determining whether a candidate receives more than 50% of the valid preference rankings for

a particular ballot-counting phase, the election officer shall proceed to a subsequent ballot-counting stage, 
and exclude the candidate who receives the fewest valid preference rankings in that phase, until twice the



number of seats to be filled in the race remain; and
b) after complying with Subsection ( 9)(a), the election officer shall declare the remaining candidates

nominated to participate in the municipal general election. 
10) After completing all ballot-counting phases in a multi-candidate race, the election officer shall order a full

recount of the ballots cast for that race if, in one or more of the ballot-counting phases: 
a) the difference between the number of rankings counted for a candidate who is declared elected and the

number of rankings counted for any other candidate in the same ballot-counting phase is equal to or less
than the product of the following, rounded up to the nearest whole number: 

i) the total number of voters who cast a valid ranking counted in that ballot-counting phase; and
ii) the recount threshold; or

b) the difference between the number of rankings counted for the candidate who received the fewest valid
rankings in a ballot-counting phase and the number of rankings counted for any other candidate in the
same ballot-counting phase is equal to or less than the product of the following, rounded up to the nearest
whole number: 

i) the total number of voters who cast a valid ranking counted in that ballot-counting phase; and
ii) the recount threshold. 

11) A recount described in Subsection ( 10): 
a) requires rescanning and tabulating all valid ballots; and
b) provides for only one recount. 

12) Notwithstanding Section 20A-4-301, a board of municipal canvassers may extend the canvass deadline by
up to seven additional days, if necessary, to conduct a recount required under Subsection ( 10). 

Amended by Chapter 342, 2022 General Session

20A-4-604 Batch elimination. 
In any ballot count conducted under Section 20A-4-603, the election officer may exclude candidates

through batch elimination by, instead of excluding only one candidate in a ballot- counting phase, excluding
each candidate: 
1) for which the number of remaining candidates with more valid rankings than that candidate is greater than

or equal to the number of offices to be filled; and
2) 

a) for which the number of valid rankings counted for the candidate in the ballot-counting phase plus the
number of rankings counted for all candidates with fewer valid rankings in the ballot-counting phase is less
than the number of valid rankings for the candidate with the next highest amount of valid rankings in the
ballot-counting phase; or
b) who has fewer valid rankings in the ballot-counting phase than a candidate who is excluded under

Subsection ( 2)(a). 

Amended by Chapter 342, 2022 General Session
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FINANCIAL REPORTING TUTORIAL

Introduction

Welcome to the Online Campaign Finance Reporting System! We hope our guide answers all of
your questions and serves as a valuable resource as you get started with your Campaign
Finance Reporting. This document contains the basic information necessary for you to
effectively use the system. If at any time you are uncertain of the information or have any
questions, please feel free to contact the Salt Lake City Recorder’s Office by email at
elections@slcgov. com or phone 801-535-7671. Our office hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holidays. 

Images provided below are samples. 

To access the Campaign Finance System, go to https://www.slc.gov/cfrs. 

GETTING STARTED

Logging in

Upon filing your Personal Campaign Committee (PCC) paperwork, the Recorder’s Office will
send an introductory email through the Campaign Finance Reporting System. Use the link
provided to you via email to access the Campaign Finance Reporting System. We recommend
using Google Chrome while using this system. 

The login screen will be presented to you. Enter the Login ID and temporary password provided
to you via email and Select “Login”. 

SLCNT\HO2969
mailto:elections@slcgov.com

SLCNT\HO2969
https://www.slc.gov/cfrs



NAVIGATING THE SYSTEM

The three main areas of the system are: 

A. Transactions
1. Beginning Balance
2. Current Balance
3. Contributions
4. Expenditures
5. Summary, Export, Print
6. Data Field

B. Candidate Information
C. User Menu

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

You can update your personal and campaign information by accessing the “Candidate Info” 

screen. 

HINT: The Campaign Information email address is the email used for the registration of

this system and cannot be changed without contacting the Recorder’s Office. 

USER MENU



You can change your password or logout by accessing the “User Menu” in the top right corner. 

CHANGE YOUR PASSWORD

It is recommended that your password be changed after your first login. Click on the icon in the

top right corner and select “Change Password”, copy and paste your default password from the

registration email into the “Old Password” field, then follow the character requirements for your

new password. 

ADDING CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Add Contribution

To add a contribution, click the icon from the transactions

Add Contributor
If the candidate is not the contributor, begin entering the contributors name in the “Contributor
Name” field. Contributors can be entered First Name, Last Name or Last Name, First Name
when searching. If the Contributor has previously been entered into the system, their name will
appear, verify the address and select the desired contributor. If the contributor is not in the
system, or the address is different, scroll to the bottom of the list and select “Add Contributor”. 



Although no longer published, the address is used for the internal audit process, and it is
required. 

Enter the contributor’s details, then click “Save”. 

Next enter the contribution details (amount, date received and contribution type), then click
Save”. 

AGGREGATE TOTALS
If you receive contributions in the amount of $50 or less, they may be entered as an aggregate, 
see Salt Lake City Code 2.46.090(4)(b)(2)(B), “The aggregate total of all contributions that
individually do not exceed fifty dollars ($50.00)”. Enter “Aggregate” as the contributor and the
total of all contributions less than $50. Please note, although you do not need to enter each
individual in the system, you do need to keep a personal record of each individual along with
their address. 



NO CONTRIBUTIONS TO REPORT
In the event your personal campaign committee had no contributions during a specific
reporting period, the campaign finance statement shall indicate that no contributions were
received during that reporting period. To report no contributions, click “here” in the data

field under the contributions tab

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
Non-monetary contributions must also be entered as a contribution. To do this, choose “in -kind” 
in the dropdown menu under “Contribution Type”. 

HINT: In-kind contributions must also be entered as expenditures. See instructions for
entering expenditures. 

EDIT AND DELETE CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions can be edited or deleted. Select the contribution you wish to edit by clicking on



its row in the data field. This will turn the row blue and show a check mark on the right side of
the
row. Then click the icon in the top right. 

Change the desired information, then click “Save” or delete the entire contribution. 

NOTE: When a contribution is deleted, the City Recorder’s Office is notified by email. 

ADD EXPENDITURES

To add an expenditure, click the icon from the transactions page on the expenditures tab. 

Enter the required information, then click “Save”. 



HINT: Remember to enter any in-kind contributions as expenditures as well. 
No Expenditures to Report
In the event your personal campaign committee made no expenditures during a specific
reporting period, the campaign finance statement shall indicate that no expenditures were
made during that reporting period. To report no expenditures, simply click “here” in the data
field under the expenditures tab from the transactions screen. 

Expenditures can be edited or deleted. Select the expenditure you wish to edit by clicking on its
row in the data field. This will turn the row blue and show a check mark on the right side of the
row. Then click the icon in the top right. 

Change the desired information, then click “Save” or delete the entire expenditure. 



NOTE: When an expenditure is deleted, the City Recorder’s Office is notified by email. 

Important Dates
By clicking on “Important Dates”, you can access the General Election and Filing Dates for your
election cycle. 

VIEW TRANSACTIONS
To view current and past contributions/expenditures, click on the “Period Filter” dropdown menu. 
Select the desired period, the reporting period start and end dates appear in the bar under the
filter drop down menu. You can toggle between the contribution and expenditures tabs to view
the selected period data. Data can be sorted by clicking on the table headers, “contributor”, 
amount”, “date received”, “type” and “amended”. 

SUMMARY
The Summary screen will show the current election cycle past reporting dates and the current
pending date along with the election cycle beginning balance and current balance. This is what
the public can see on the public-facing side. 
EXPORT AND PRINT
By clicking “Export”, the selected data downloads and converts to a csv file. By clicking “Print”, 
the selected data will be printable as a PDF. 
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PERSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE FORMS























CAMPAIGN FINANCE FORMS
NOTE: YOU ONLY NEED TO FILL THIS OUT IF YOU ARE NOT USING THE ONLINE REPORTING SYSTEM)











DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY



Utah Code §20A-2-101 states: A registered voter (1) is a citizen of the United States; (2) is a resident of Utah;
3) will, on the date of that election, be at least 18 years old, (4) has been a resident of Utah for 30 days

immediately before that election; (5) and is registered to vote.

Utah Code §20A-2-101.5 states: A person convicted of a felony loses the right to hold office until (1) all
felony convictions have been expunged, OR (2) ten years have passed since the most recent felony
conviction AND the person has paid all court-ordered restitution and fines AND the person has completed
probation, been granted parole, or completed the term of incarceration associated with the felony. 

QUALIFICATIONS

Before the filing officer accepts any declaration of candidacy, the filing officer shall
read to the candidate the constitutional and statutory requirements for candidacy, 
and the candidate shall state whether he/she fulfills the requirements.  If the candidate
indicates that he/ she does not qualify, the filing officer may not accept his/ her
declaration of candidacy (Utah Code Section 20A-9-203). 

MUNICIPAL CANDIDATE
Utah Code §10-3-301
Utah Code §20A-9-203

Registered voter in the municipality in which the individual is elected*
Must have resided within the municipality for which the candidate is seeking
office for the 12 consecutive months immediately before the date of the
election.
Maintain a principal place of residence within the municipality, and within the
district that the elected officer represents, during the officer's term of office
If the individual resides in a territory which was annexed into the municipality:
must have resided within the annexed territory or the municipality the 12
consecutive months immediately before the date of the election.
Pay filing fee if one is required by municipal ordinance
Not convicted of a felony**



Please initial:

The filing officer read the constitutional and statutory qualifications as listed below to me, and I

meet those qualifications.

I understand that an individual who holds a municipal elected office may not, at the same

time, hold a county elected office.

I agree to file all campaign financial disclosure reports, and I understand that failure to do so

may result in my disqualification as a candidate for this office, possible fines and/ or criminal

penalties, including removal of my name from the ballot.

I received a copy of the pledge of fair campaign practices, and I understand that signing

this pledge is voluntary.

I provided a valid email, or physical address if no email is available, and I understand this will

be used for official communications and updates from election officials.

I understand I will receive all financial disclosure notices by email.

I prefer to also receive financial disclosure notices by mail at the following address:

I understand my name will appear on the ballot as it is printed on this declaration of

candidacy and that I may not make any amendments or modifications after 5:00 p.m. on August 15, 

2023.

I have received a copy of Section 20A- 7- 801 regarding the Statewide Electronic Voter

Information Website Program and its applicable deadline.

Signature of Candidate

Signature of Filing Officer

Date

Date



of

print name exactly as
it is to be printed on the official ballot – no amendments or modifications after 5:00 p.m. on August 15, 2023).

for the office of __________________ for the (two) or (four)-year term for the city of Salt Lake.

State of Utah           ) 

ss

County of Salt Lake     ) 

I, ___________________________________________________________, being first sworn and
under penalty of perjury, say that I reside at__________________________________________ Street, 
City of _______________________________, County of _______________________, state of Utah, 
Zip Code _________________, Telephone Number (if any) ____________________________; that I am
a registered voter; and that I am a candidate for the office of ______________________________ 
stating the term). I will meet the legal qualifications required of candidates for this office. If filing via a

designated agent, I attest that I will be out of the state of Utah during the entire candidate filing period. I will
file all campaign financial disclosure reports as required by law and I understand that failure to do so will
result in my disqualification as a candidate for this office and removal of my name from the ballot. I request
that my name be printed upon the applicable official ballots.

Optional) I wish to classify my addresses listed above as a protected record. By doing so,
you must provide an alternative address or phone number.

Alternative Address, Email, OR Phone Number: __________________________________________

Email Address

Signature of Candidate
Must be notarized or be signed in the presence of the filing officer. A designated agent may not sign on behalf of the candidate.)

Subscribed and sworn/ affirmed to be before me on this ________ day of ________, 20___, by

Notary Public

Seal)

Salt Lake City

Website

My Commission Expires:



CANDIDATE PROFILE



How to

SUBMIT YOUR
CANDIDATE PROFILE
The Lieutenant Governor’ s Office provides candidates with the opportunity to submit a candidate profile for

the website, VOTE. UTAH. GOV. Your profile includes biographical information, a picture, and a short

statement. The candidate profile portal may timeout during the submission process; it is recommended that

candidates write out their profile details in a separate document to save their work.  

HOW DO I SUBMIT MY PROFILE? 

1. Visit the website VOTE. UTAH. GOV. Select the button “ Resources for Candidates, Political Groups &

Parties” at the bottom of the page.

2. After being directed to a new page, select the option “ Submit candidate profile.”

3. You will be directed to the UtahID portal. If you do not have a UtahID account, you must create one

to proceed. If you already have a UtahID account, simply log into your account.

4. After creating your UtahID account, you will be prompted for a PIN number. To obtain a PIN

number, select your name in the dropdown menu then check your email.

5. After selecting your name in the dropdown menu, you will receive an email with your PIN number.

Your PIN number will be sent to the email address that you provided on your declaration of

candidacy.  It will not be sent to the email address of your UtahID account.

6. After receiving your PIN number, enter it into the website and click “ Submit.”

7. After entering your PIN number, the website will prompt you to enter your candidate profile. After

you are completed, click “ Submit for Approval.” You have the ability to save and edit your profile

before the deadline.

WHEN CAN I SUBMIT MY PROFILE? 

General Election Candidates:

September 22, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. (Mountain

Time)

Please note that these deadlines are established by law. As a result, late submissions and edits cannot be accepted. 

Do you need assistance with your candidate profile?  Contact the Utah Lieutenant Governor’ s Office at (801) 538 -1041

or elections@utah. gov.  Open Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm (state and national holidays excluded)  



FILING WAIVER PETITION FORMS





WITHDRAWL OF CANDIDACY





POST GENERAL ELECTION FORMS



ss

STATEMENT REGARDING EXISTING
PERSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

I, ______________________________________, was a candidate for the office of
for the 2023 Municipal General Election of Salt Lake City, Utah, and

my personal campaign committee has not been terminated as of this date.  

Please mark one of the boxes below.) 

My personal campaign committee shall remain in existence after February 15, 20__.

My personal campaign committee shall not remain in existence after February 15,
20__.

Prospective Candidate’ s

Signature

State of Utah ) 

Salt Lake County  ) 

On this ______day of ____________, in the year 20____, before me, ___________________ a
notary public, personally appeared ________________________________, proved on the basis
of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name is subscribed to this instrument, 
and acknowledged ( he/ she/ they) executed the same. Witness my hand and official seal. 

Notary Public

Stamp) 



CAMPAIGN FINANCE STATEMENT OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF ANY
SURPLUS AND/ OR THE PAYMENT OR COMPROMISE OF ALL DEBTS

AMOUNT OF SURPLUS
Balance of last Financial Statement) 

RECIPIENT OF SURPLUS

NAME ADDRESS AMOUNT

AMOUNT OF DEBT
Balance of last Financial Statement) 

RECIPIENT OF AMOUNTS FOR DEBTS PAID OR COMPROMISED

NAME ADDRESS AMOUNT

This statement represents a good faith effort by the committee to comply with the provisions of Salt Lake
City Code Chapter 2.46 and is, to the best knowledge of the committee, true, accurate, and complete. 

PLEASE NOTE: This report must be filed no later than 30 days after the distribution of any surplus campaign funds and/ or the payment or
compromise of all debts.  All information supplied is determined to be public information and will be made available for public review.  
Distribution of Surplus or Debt Compromised Page 1 of 2. 

Date



I,_______________________________, as   ___________________________________________________ 
Print Name Secretary / Chairperson

for  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Committee

state that the foregoing is a full and true statement or account of all campaign surplus and the

recipient(s) of such surplus and a full and true statement of all debts paid or compromised by the

committee, and the persons to whom any debt was paid or compromised, and that there are

no bills or obligations outstanding and unpaid. 

Signature of Secretary / Chairperson

Date

All information supplied is determined to be public information and will be made available for public review. Distribution of Surplus

or Debt Compromised Page 2 of 2. 


