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Historic Architectural Character
South Temple is frequently referred to as Utah’s 
premier residential boulevard, a testament to the 
transformation of Salt Lake City from an agricultural 
village to an urban center, one that could support 
the elegance and grandeur seen in the architecture 
along this street. 

Although it was not until around 1900 that South 
Temple took on the stately appearance associated 
with the mansions, South Temple has played an 
essential role in the development of Salt Lake since 
the City was founded. It served as a connection 
between the East Bench and Downtown and 
provided a delineation between the small lots of 
the Avenues neighborhood and the larger blocks 
of Central City. In general, South Temple has 
attracted people of prominence and prosperity, but 
within this group residents represented a variety 
of religious faiths, occupations and backgrounds. 
People of lesser means, including skilled craftsmen 
and teachers, have also resided on South Temple. 
South Temple was not immune to the surge of city-
wide apartment construction that occurred from 
1902 to 1931.

Despite the impact of later development, South 
Temple was identified in 2007 by the American 
Planning Association as one of America’s Great 
Streets. 
http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/streets/2007/
southtemplestreet.htm
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A sequence of porches along parts of South Temple introduce 
the building scale and style, creating a vibrant street facade.

http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/streets/2007/southtemplestreet.htm
http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/streets/2007/southtemplestreet.htm
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The history of South Temple begins with the 
founding of Salt Lake City, which was laid out 
according to Joseph Smith’s plan for the City of 
Zion. It was originally platted as the major east-west 
axis, but because nothing but open country existed 
to the east until Fort Douglas was founded in 1862, 
construction along South Temple during the 1850s 
was confined to the blocks between 200 East and 
400 West. The decision of Brigham Young and other 
church leaders to build homes on South Temple 
set an early precedent for the street’s residential 
prominence. Although early church leaders did not 
anticipate South Temple’s eventual role as the home 
of wealthy miners and the most urbane street in the 
state, there is no doubt that they intended South 
Temple to be an important thoroughfare for the 
religious kingdom of Zion.

The landscape and architecture of South Temple 
had the same agrarian look — small, adobe homes, 
orchards, and barnyards — as the rest of the city 
through the 1860s. Once the railroad brought 
prosperity and expansion it gradually lost its 
rural appearance. By the 1890s, South Temple 
was fulfilling Brigham Young’s prediction that 
it would become the finest street in Zion. The 
most imposing mansions, those of David Keith, 
Thomas Kearns, Enos Wall, and Louis Terry 
represented an influential group of men who had 
earned great wealth through mining and had no 
cultural or religious association with the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Their desire 
to separate themselves socially could be seen in 
the establishment of the Alta and the University 
clubs (the latter demolished in the 1960s) while the 
construction of the Cathedral of the Madeleine and 
the First Presbyterian Church announced that other 
faiths had a permanent stake in the city.

Professional people who were not as wealthy but 
prominent nonetheless were also building large 
comfortable homes in the variety of styles popular 
throughout America. They built four-square boxes, 
using simple classical capitals on porch columns 
and Palladian windows, Shingle style houses with 
complex floor plans and rich surface texture, and 
Arts and Crafts bungalows. These styles could be 
seen throughout the city, but South Temple residents 
built more elaborate versions representing some of 
the finest work of the state’s best-known architects, 
including Walter Ware, Frederick Albert Hale, C.M. 
Neuhausen and Richard A. Kletting.

During the 1920s and 1930s, building along 
South Temple consisted primarily of apartment 
buildings and clubhouses for fraternal and women’s 
organizations, although significant examples of both 
uses had also been erected in earlier decades. The 
apartment buildings along South Temple were part 
of a construction boom of this building type and 
represented some of the most elegant multifamily 
structures in the city. The earliest clubhouse still 
extant on South Temple is the Ladies Literary Club 
at number 850 East, an outstanding Prairie-style 
example designed by Ware and Treganza in 1912. 
Two of the largest buildings constructed during the 
1920s included the Masonic Temple and the Elks 
Buildings, both designed by the firm of Scott and 
Welch.
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Although many handsome structures were built 
during the 1920s and 1930s, South Temple’s 
grandeur began to wane during these years, 
ultimately resulting in the awkward blend of 
residential buildings and commercial structures 
evident today. Wealthy families aged and dispersed, 
and federal income tax, imposed in 1913, eroded 
personal fortunes. Most devastating to the street, 
however, were zoning changes that allowed 
commercial encroachment and higher residential 
densities. As land value increased, significant 
structures were lost. 

This problem became acute after World War II, 
when shifts in style and technology encouraged 
architecture that was incompatible with the 
traditional scale, massing and materials seen on 
South Temple. Some of these buildings are now in 
excess of 50 years of age, the period usually adopted 
to allow for a more considered assessment of their 
architectural merit. 

Probably the most discouraging episode in the 
street’s history occurred during the 1960s and 1970s; 
so much so that the erosion of South Temple’s 
historic appearance played a very large role in 
spurring the preservation movement in Utah. Since 
its adoption as a local district in 1976, efforts have 
focused on preserving historic buildings and on 
maintaining historic street features, such as carriage 
steps and sandstone retaining walls, that also 
contribute to our understanding of the history of 
South Temple and the city. 

Development Trends

Known for its ongoing preservation efforts, the 
South Temple District is experiencing continued 
investment in the area, including renovation, 
additions to existing structures and infill 
construction. A wide range of construction projects 
is therefore anticipated.

Characteristics of the South Temple 
Historic District
The following is a summary of key features of the 
district:

• Street features continue to reflect South 
Temple’s historic grandeur. These features 
include sandstone curb and gutters, sandstone 
carriage steps and hitching posts.

• About 1890 the city erected metal lattice-work 
posts to accommodate the trolley lines. Later 
these were used for traffic signals. Historically 
roses were planted to climb them to prevent 
children from playing on them. 

• South Temple has mature landscaping, and the 
large trees planted in a formal manner are an 
important characteristic of the street.

• While South Temple is known for its mansions, 
there are many other homes that are not as 
grand but still continue to contribute to the 
streetscape and knowledge of the city’s history. 
Similarly, historically South Temple dwellings 
have not been only single-family, owner 
occupied, nor has it been only residential. 
Several apartment buildings and commercial 
structures are of the historic period.

South Temple is the 
setting for many of the 
city’s grander houses and 
mansions, including the 
work of many notable 
architects.
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Goals for the District

The design goal for the South Temple district is to 
preserve its unique character. Preservation of the 
character, style and details of the many high style 
buildings is a high priority, as is assuring that new 
building will be in scale and compatible in character 
with the historic context.

With the style and scale of many 
of the buildings in the district, roof 
materials can be a very important 
architectural characteristic.

Streetscape Features

Walkways

Many residences are on a system of “platforms,” 
which were created to provide level building areas. 
As a result, most of the South Temple mansions sit 
above street level, often with a series of stairs that 
link the front entry with the public sidewalk. The 
system of terraced building sites also establishes 
a fairly consistent pattern of landscaping and 
retaining walls that visually connect the blocks. 
These characteristics should be maintained.

16.1 A walkway to the building entry from the 
public sidewalk should be provided.

• The walk should be distinct from a driveway. 

• Concrete is the dominant material; however, 
other materials, including modular pavers, also 
are appropriate for new walkways.

Several impressive apartment 
buildings characterize parts of South 
Temple.

The streetscape is well defined by mature trees and 
landscaping and by the drive and walkways to individual 
buildings.
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Site Design Features
South Temple Street developed with a variation 
in block sizes between the north and south sides 
of the street. Both sides were platted with larger 
and smaller lots. The district is unified, however, 
by its consistent streetscape design and traditional 
siting, and its concentration of larger houses. The 
guidelines that follow strive to reinforce these 
traditional patterns.

Front Setback of Primary Structure 

Historically, the larger mansions on the street were 
sited farther from the sidewalk than the smaller 
residences. Although a variety of setbacks is seen 
throughout the district, within individual blocks, 
most buildings appear to align within a narrow 
range of dimensions. This generally uniform 
setback alignment of an individual block should be 
maintained.

16.2 The front setback of a new structure should 
be kept in line with the median setback of historic 
properties on the block.

• In general, larger, taller masses should be 
set back farther from the front than smaller 
structures. 

• In some cases, therefore, a setback that is 
greater than the median setbacks may be 
appropriate.

Side Yard Setback of Primary Structure

Many of the larger houses on the street have large 
side yard setbacks, which reinforce their stately 
appearance. Smaller residences are typically sited 
with their narrow side to the street. Both situations 
suggest that, traditionally, the side yard width 
was in proportion to the width of the lot. This 
characteristic should be maintained.

Original iron fences continue to enclose 
and embellish sections of the streetscape.

Shared setbacks, front porches and common eaves heights 
help to create a visual rhythm through a varied range of 
architectural forms.
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Service Areas

16.5 The negative visual impacts of service areas 
should be minimized.

• Service areas include locations for trash and 
recycling containers, transformers and other 
mechanical and electrical equipment that may 
require exterior facility. 

• In all cases, these features should remain 
visually unobtrusive. 

• Locate dumpsters and other service equipment 
to the rear of the lot, when physical conditions 
permit. 

• Service areas should be screened from 
public view with fences, walls, planting, or a 
combination of these elements.

Siting of Additions

Buildings located along South Temple are 
generally large two and three story structures that 
can accommodate larger additions than houses 
in other districts. Although there should be a 
degree of flexibility in the size of additions in the 
South Temple district, these additions still should 
be designed to be compatible with the original 
structure.

16.3 Side yard setbacks of a new structure, or an 
addition, should appear similar to those seen 
traditionally in the block.

• The traditional building pattern should be 
followed in order to continue the historic 
character of the street. 

• The visual impact of both new construction and  
additions on neighboring side yards should be 
considered.

Curb Cuts

16.4 The visual impacts of curb cuts should be 
minimized.

• When planning a driveway, consider the impact 
of curb cuts on historic curbing material, 
such as granite and sandstone. Consider their 
retention and reuse.

The design guidelines apply in addition to 
those in relevant preceding chapters, including 
Rehabilitation Guidelines, Guidelines for 
New Construction and General Issues Design 
Guidelines. 

The front porch helps to relate a diversity of buildings and 
styles.

A detached carriage house is characteristic of many major 
houses, often relating closely in style and materials.
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Architectural Features

Porches

Porches were important design feature themselves 
and were also embellished with details that 
enlivened the character of the street. Porches also 
add interest to the street and help establish a human 
scale in the district.

16.6 When constructing a new building, the 
primary entrance to the house should be clearly 
defined.

• Use a porch, stoop, portico or similar one-story 
feature to indicate the entry. 

• Orienting the entry to the street is preferred. 

• Establishing a “progression” of entry elements, 
including walkway, landscape elements and 
porch also is encouraged.

16.7 When converting a building to another use, 
the historic location and character of the porch 
and primary entrance should be preserved.

16.8 A new building should be designed to be 
similar in scale to those seen traditionally on the 
block.

• Historically, most of the larger houses on South 
Temple appeared to have a height of two to 
three stories, while the smaller ones generally 
had heights of two stories.

• A front facade should appear similar in height 
to those seen historically on the block.

• A taller portion should be set back further on 
the lot.

• Story heights should appear similar to those 
seen historically.

• Use architectural details to give a sense of the 
traditional scale of the block.

• In the case of new apartment buildings, they 
should appear to be similar in mass and scale 
to historic apartment structures in the district.

Ornamentation

Most of the buildings in the South Temple district 
represent high-style forms of architecture, and in 
many cases, have been designed with elaborate 
architectural detailing, including intricate features 
and finishes. Ornamentation typically embellishes 
doors and windows, eaves, porches, and gable ends, 
while major wall surfaces are relatively simple.

The use of ornamentation on buildings is an 
established tradition in the district, and its 
continued use is encouraged. On new buildings, 
contemporary interpretations of building ornament 
and detail are especially appropriate.

16.9 The use of ornament and detail is 
encouraged.

• Such details should have a substantial “depth,” 
and be constructed of durable materials. 

• While a range of materials is appropriate, 
details should have finishes that appear similar 
to those used traditionally. 

• The details should appear integral to the 
overall design.

Local sandstone is widely used in a variety of ways, making 
significant use of form, texture and decorative detailing. 
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Appropriateness of Use

16.12 When adapting a residence to another use, 
the original design character of the building 
should be preserved.

• When converted to a new use, a house should 
retain its residential image.

16.13 If the change from residential to another use 
requires more parking space, the parking should 
be located to the rear of the property and provide 
landscaping as a buffer.

• Landscape design for rear parking areas should 
help to integrate this use with its context.

Building & Roof Materials

Due to the large size of many of the buildings in 
the district, roof materials are very important visual 
features. Slate, asphalt, wood, and tile shingles are 
all materials found on historic buildings. These 
materials and textures contribute to the character of 
the district. When roofing must be replaced, using 
a material similar to the original is preferred. On a 
new building, using a material similar in color and 
texture to those seen historically in the block also is 
appropriate.

16.10 Building materials that are similar to those 
used historically should be used.

• Appropriate building materials include brick, 
wood horizontal clapboard and shingles, 

stucco, smooth-faced stone and river rock.

16.11 Roofing materials that are similar in 
appearance to those seen historically should be 
used.

• Asphalt and wood shingles are appropriate for 
many styles seen historically. 

• Clay tile is appropriate to Spanish, Mission 
and Colonial styles only. Concrete tiles may 
be appropriate because they often convey a 
scale and texture similar to materials employed 
historically. 

• Large panelized products, such as standing 
seam metal, should be avoided. 

• Colors should be muted; the overall texture 
of a roof should be uniform and consistent 
throughout the building.

Additional Information
Lester, Margaret D.  Brigham Street.  Published by Utah State 
Historical Society.  1979
http://books.google.com/books?id=EZhCPQAACAAJ&dq=brig
ham+street&hl=en&sa=X&ei=plu2Ud_3HonIyAHBhoCoAg&ve
d=0CDAQ6AEwAA

Wood shingles help to unify both walls and 
roofscape, creating visual texture as a background 
to Classical detail.

http://books.google.com/books?id=EZhCPQAACAAJ&dq=brigham+street&hl=en&sa=X&ei=plu2Ud_3HonIyAHBhoCoAg&ved=0CDAQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=EZhCPQAACAAJ&dq=brigham+street&hl=en&sa=X&ei=plu2Ud_3HonIyAHBhoCoAg&ved=0CDAQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=EZhCPQAACAAJ&dq=brigham+street&hl=en&sa=X&ei=plu2Ud_3HonIyAHBhoCoAg&ved=0CDAQ6AEwAA

