
Public Comments July 1, 2020- July 2, 2020

Date/Time Opened Contact Name Comment

7/2/2020 10:01 Abigail Maughan

I am a Utahn writing to demand that the City Council adopt a budget for the people, that 

prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. We are in 

the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing, embodied by 

the SLCPD's well documented history of lethal force against residents of color. Empty 

gestures and suggestions of reform are unacceptable. I am demanding the voices of this 

movement be heard, and that real change be made to the way this city allocates its 

resources. Support for marginalized communities is necessary now, more than ever. But 

instead, the Mayor has proposed an increase in funding to the SLCPD, while social 

services and education--proven to better promote community safety than policing--

stagnate. The SLCPD has seen a rise in overtime pay which, when too often paid out to 

officers responsible for harassing unhoused, Black, Indigenous, and Latinx residents, is 

deeply insulting. I am demanding that the City Council defund the SLCPD. I demand a 

budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of impacted Utahans during this 

trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I demand a budget that 

supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the police forces that tear us 

apart. Although City Council has thus far avoided voting or revising Mayor Mendenhall?s 

budget proposal, the document is back in your hands. It is your duty to represent your 

constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the SLC budget for 2020-2021 fiscal 

year, and to fund care, not criminalization and incarceration. You must adopt a budget 

for the people. Public opinion is with me.

4:07 PM 7/2/2020 Page 1



Public Comments July 1, 2020- July 2, 2020

Date/Time Opened Contact Name Comment

7/2/2020 9:41 Dominique Chambless

To the Council Members and the Mayor, I am a resident of Salt Lake City (Foothill Drive 

area) and I am writing to demand that the City Council adopt a People's Budget that 

prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. We are in 

the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing, embodied by 

the SLCPD's well documented history of murdering Black people. We will no longer 

accept empty gestures and suggestions of ?reform.? We are demanding that our voices 

be heard now, and that real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources. 

Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. But instead, the 

Mayor has proposed an increase in funding to the SLCPD, despite the fact that crime has 

fallen considerably during the past few months. The SLCPD has seen a rise in overtime 

pay which, more often than not, is paid out to officers responsible for harassing the 

unhoused, and Black, Indigenous, people of color. We demand that the City Council 

defund the SLCPD. We join the calls of those across the country to #DefundThePolice. 

We demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk 

Utahans during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. We 

demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police 

forces that tear them apart. Although City Council has avoided voting or revising Mayor 

Mendenhall's draconian budget proposal, the document is back in your hands. It is your 

duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the SLC 

budget for 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund #CareNotCops. You need to adopt a 

People's Budget. Public opinion is with me. Thank you for your time, Dominique Shaikh 

Chambless
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7/2/2020 9:40 Abigail Maughan

Dear Salt Lake City Council, I am a Utahn writing to demand that the City Council adopt a 

budget for the people, that prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away 

from the police. We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence 

of policing, embodied by the SLCPD's well documented history of lethal force against 

residents of color. Empty gestures and suggestions of ?reform? are unacceptable. I am 

demanding the voices of this movement be heard, and that real change be made to the 

way this city allocates its resources. Support for marginalized communities is necessary 

now, more than ever. But instead, the Mayor has proposed an increase in funding to the 

SLCPD, while social services and education--proven to better promote community safety 

than policing--stagnate. The SLCPD has seen a rise in overtime pay which, when too 

often paid out to officers responsible for harassing unhoused, Black, Indigenous, and 

Latinx residents, is deeply insulting. I am demanding that the City Council defund the 

SLCPD. I demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of impacted 

Utahans during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. I 

demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the 

police forces that tear us apart. Although City Council has thus far avoided voting or 

revising Mayor Mendenhall's budget proposal, the document is back in your hands. It is 

your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the SLC 

budget for 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund care, not criminalization and incarceration. 

You must adopt a budget for the people. Public opinion is with me. Thank you for your 

time, Abigail Maughan
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7/2/2020 9:38 Sloane Pitman

I am writing as a concerned citizen. My name is Sloane Zupon . In the wake of recent 

spotlight on police brutality and murders, and the racial injustice that has been woven 

into the fabric of our nation?s identity since its inception, I am writing to urge you to 

take immediate and radical action, and lead the nation by example in how you choose 

to move our city's systems, policies, and programs forward to prevent future instances 

like that of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and closer to home, Bernardo Palacios-

Carbajal. I acknowledge each area of city leadership for what they have done so far to 

address these issues, including hosting and scheduling multiple listening sessions with 

community leaders, and publicly stating your disdain for the current systems, and 

promise of both long and short-term change to come. I have seen the statements issued 

from Chief Mike Brown detailing the SLCPD?s policies and procedures to mitigate police 

bias, brutality and violence, and while I am grateful to see what is already in place like 

the Community Advocates Group, body cams, reporting and human bias training. These 

policies are encouraging, as is the Council's willingness to implement new training for 

officers, and review the operations of the Police Civilian Review board. public statement 

in early June). We have an opportunity to think bigger, and truly model a reworking of 

government and society that breaks from our country's long and storied history of 

oppression. My hope is that the Mayor, Council, and Police Chief can work together to 

bring about radical and immediate shift in the way our city cares for its people. I urge 

you to make aggressive defunding of the police department and reallocation of funds 

your primary concern in the next year as you build and support new programming and 

legislature, and especially as you write the budget for the 2022 Fiscal Year. In reading 

the recently passed budget for 2021, I was thoroughly disappointed to see that while 

statements from the Council continue to express concern for the broken system of 

policing, that the budget for police this year has increased by $2.2 million since last year, 

and a staggering $14 million since 2 *Continued 1/2*
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Sloane Pitman

*Continued 2/2* years ago, with much of that increase being allocated specifically for 

pensions and merit  increases. Even with the proposal of a zero budget exercise on the 

table, these budget actions are enraging, and show that the public lip service from the 

Council and Mayor's office as well as from Chief Brown is just that - lip service - and not 

a true commitment to reimagining a city and government without police brutality, and 

more importantly without systemic racism. I urge you to consider a huge divestment 

from policing and instead engage in the following programs: Housing : especially since 

the City Council has named this as a priority, I urge you to look at new solutions 

including forgive burden of rent repayment during COVID-19, prohibit evictions, create 

non-coercive housing for youth experiencing abuse or familial rejection because of their 

identity as LGBTQIA+, increase funding for housing for refugees and those seeking 

asylum, continue to provide and expand adequate housing options for those 

experiencing homelessness Healthcare infrastructure : especially non-coercive drug and 

alcohol addiction treatment centers, neighborhood trauma recovery centers, women's 

health resources, mind/body wellness resources (mindfulness, meditation, movement) 

training for mental health professionals, and free programming to low-income residents. 

Education : end the use of property taxes to determine school funding. Funnel resources 

into paying educators more, offering free or affordable continuing education at the post-

graduate level for educators to develop their skills and talents, diversity and inclusion as 

well as trauma sensitivity training for educators and staff, and offering more and better 

counselling services in schools. Youth Programming : expand current and develop more 

and more effective youth programs that support growth, development, safety, and 

community care, as well as climate change awareness, and responsibility. I am looking 

to you to do your part as the leadership of our city government to unravel the societal 

structures that explicitly and implicitly harm our communities, and disproportionately 

harm those in our community who are Black, Indigenous, or people of color. Best, 

Sloane Zupon
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7/2/2020 9:37 Heather Casey

Amy, My husband and I are business owners in district 7. We have seen an exponential 

increase in vandalism and crime around our business. In recent weeks gang related 

graffiti has been tagged nightly around our property which is across the street catty 

corner from South Parc apartments. The entire area around these apartments has 

become dangerous. 3 stolen cars have been recovered in the past week from the 

parking lot privately owned by Charisse Orton who is our landlord. We are installing 

video surveillance but need the help from our district to keep funding in place for our 

police department to fight this crime. Below you will find photographs of the gang 

tagging and a video of the police recovering a stolen car with 3 gang members sleeping 

inside the car when I arrived at work this morning. IMG_5852 2.HEIC 

<https://drive.google.com/a/peakstatefit.com/file/d/1qaOt4nNcTgr5Hesb74j5P9N4iP4l

uLXb/view?usp=drive_web> IMG_5853 2.HEIC 

<https://drive.google.com/a/peakstatefit.com/file/d/1uUv6vN_I-

dPA6RxJB1yrB6ciTEjJVohs/view?usp=drive_web> IMG_5855.HEIC 

<https://drive.google.com/a/peakstatefit.com/file/d/1sIqu3MIrVaAFstwr18rUPAPgnqW

q2mJb/view?usp=drive_web> IMG_5857.MOV 

<https://drive.google.com/a/peakstatefit.com/file/d/1RNfMWnoOEsS8yKqPXOCi1G6N3

8JzYTjN/view?usp=drive_web> <https://d36urhup7zbd7q.cloudfront.net/78ae0fdf-25b4-

4124-b942-

9f598779df72/peakstatefitlogo_primaryrgb.format_png.resize_200x.jpeg#logo> 
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7/2/2020 8:49 Sean O'Connor

We the people with the Movement for Black Lives demand the following reforms 

immediately: 1. Suspend the use of paid admin. leave for cops under investigation: this 

reduces police funding, challenges the notion that the administrative costs of policing 

violence are essential to safety, & reduces the overall support for policing by removing 

the financial support. 2. Withhold pensions and don?t rehire cops involved in excessive 

force: this decreases police funding, challenges the notion that police killings are 

exceptions rather than the rule, and reduces the ability of the police forces to re-engage 

with cops known for their use of violence. 3. Require cops to be liable for misconduct 

settlements: this saves community budgets a lot of money, rejects the notion that the 

costs of policing are essential to safety, and creates financial pressure for police to be 

accountable for their actions. 4. Cap overtime pay for military exercises and withdraw 

participation in police militarization programs: this saves our communities money, 

rejects the idea that we need cops trained for counterterrorism, and stops police from 

increasing their capacity/reach over our daily lives. 5. Prioritize spending on community 

health, education and affordable housing: defunding police decreased their resources. 

This creates space for us to learn about resources that create well-being. Decreasing 

police funding means decreasing the size, scope and capacity of policing. All of theses 

steps work to reduce the size of the police force and minimize the role it plays in our 

society, which gives us more space and resources to invest in Black communities. Thank 

you, Sean O'Connor Sent from my iPhone
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7/2/2020 8:47 Dominique Chambless

To the Council Members and the Mayor, I am a resident of Salt Lake City (Foothill Drive 

area) and I am writing to demand that the City Council adopt a People's Budget that 

prioritizes community wellbeing and redirects funding away from the police. We are in 

the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing, embodied by 

the SLCPD's well documented history of murdering Black people. We will no longer 

accept empty gestures and suggestions of ?reform.? We are demanding that our voices 

be heard now, and that real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources. 

Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. But instead, the 

Mayor has proposed an increase in funding to the SLCPD, despite the fact that crime has 

fallen considerably during the past few months. The SLCPD has seen a rise in overtime 

pay which, more often than not, is paid out to officers responsible for harassing the 

unhoused, and Black, Indigenous, people of color. We demand that the City Council 

defund the SLCPD. We join the calls of those across the country to #DefundThePolice. 

We demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk 

Utahans during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. We 

demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers the police 

forces that tear them apart. Although City Council has avoided voting or revising Mayor 

Mendenhall?s draconian budget proposal, the document is back in your hands. It is your 

duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the SLC 

budget for 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund #CareNotCops. You need to adopt a 

People's Budget. Public opinion is with me. Thank you for your time, Dominique Shaikh 

Chambless
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