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Accessory Buildings &
Garages for Single & Two
Family Zoning Districts
Construction permits are required to construct
an accessory structure or garage on your
property if the square footage is over 120
ft². If 120 ft² or under, no permit is usually
necessary but zoning standards must be met.
In addition, all accessory buildings
located within Historic District regardless
of size, requires building permits.

Corner lots

Driveways

No accessory building on a corner lot may be built
closer to the street than the distance required for
corner side yards. At no time, however, may the
accessory building be closer than 20’ to a public
sidewalk. In addition, accessory buildings must
be set back at least as far as the main house.

Driveways must be improved and maintained as
hard surface, such as asphalt, concrete, pavers,
or turf-block. Driveways must be at least 6’ from
abutting property lines and 10’ from street
corner property lines. In SR-1 and SR-3 Districts,
driveways may not be over 22’ in width. In all other
districts, driveways may not exceed 30’ in width.

Yard coverage

Tapered driveways must be angled at a 3 to 1
ratio. For example, a driveway that needs to
angle 10’ would have to have a length of 30’.

Accessory buildings

Any portion of an accessory building may not
occupy more than 50% of the required rear yard.

An accessory building is any detached structure
over 120 ft² and that requires a building permit to
construct. They include garages, carports, covered
patios, greenhouses, gazebos and sheds.. .

Building coverage

Setbacks
Accessory buildings are prohibited in any required
front, side, or corner side yard. They may be
built no closer than one foot to a side or rear lot
line if the garage walls are fire-rated. Generally,
accessory buildings must be located within 5’
of the rear property line. If built closer than 5’ to
any property line, fire rating must be provided.
No portion of an accessory building may be built
closer than 4’ to any portion of the main house.
This clearance includes eaves. No portion of an
accessory building may be built closer than 10’
to any portion of a house on an adjacent lot.

The maximum coverage of all accessory
buildings may not exceed 50% of the size
of the principal structure up to a maximum
of 720 ft² for a single-family dwelling and
1,000 ft². for a two-family dwelling. .

Building height
Generally, the height of accessory buildings
with pitched roofs may not exceed 17’ to the
peak and flat roofs may not exceed 12’ in
height. The Yalecrest Overlay allows 15’ to the
midpoint of the roof pitch. In the SR-1A zone,
14’ to the peak of the roof is permitted and a
9’ maximum height for flat roofs is allowed.

Further information on driveways, patios,
and parking spaces is available at www.slc.gov/
buildingservices under the “Brochures” section
in the “Residential Driveways” brochure.

Alley access
Garages using alley access need to have a
distance of 22’ - 7” from the opposite side of the
alley to the front of the garage. This dimension
allows for easy access in and out of the garage.

Power lines
Rocky Mountain power approval is required for
any structure within 10’ horizontal distance to any
power source / any structure beneath an existing
power line. The Builder’s Hotline is 800-469-3981.

7
/16” OSB or 1/2” CDX plywood roof sheathing.
8d nails @ 6” edge & boundry and 12”
field nailing. OSB to have 1/8” gap. Asphalt
shingle over 15# felt. Drip edge req’d.

Full height solid blocking
required between trusses
Monolithic concrete pours
are Limited to 600 ft²
When the wall is 5’ from the property
line a maximum 36” eave overhang is
allowed. 1-hr fire-resistive construction
is req’d on the underside of the eave

10’ maximum wall height
(2) 2 x 12 or (2) 1 3/4” x 11 7/8’ LVL header
when trusses are parallel to the header.
The header size is also determined by
the roof truss framing direction.

When the wall is less than 5’ but
greater than or equal to 2’-4’ from
the property tine. the eave can only
extend to a point 2’ from the property
line. 1-hr fire-resistive construction is
req’d on the underside of the cave

An approved connector capable of
resisting 175 lb or more of uplift is req’d
at the truss to top plate connection

When the wail is less than 2’-4’ but
greater than 12’ from the property line,
a maximum 4’ eave overhang is allowed.
1-hr fire-resistive construction is
req’d on the underside of the eave.

Attic ventilation is req’d if a
ceiling is being installed

2x4@
16” OC

A concrete encased (ufer) ground is req’d
All concrete is to be placed on 4” to 6” of
crushed gravel or on undisturbed soil

Property Line
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The thickened footing is req’d throughout
the perimeter of the building

/16” OSB or 1/2” CDX wall sheathing. 8d @
6’ edge & boundary & 12’ field nailing

All concrete placed adjacent to the
garage slab that is within 6” of the top of
the slab is req’d to have a minimum slope
of 2% (1/4” per foot) to a point 5’ away

/8” type ‘x’ GWB (1-hr rated) required
on both sides when wall is less
than 5’ from property line
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Monolithic concrete pours are to be
completed in one continuous pour

Treated Plate
1
/2” x 10” anchor bolt @ 32” OC 1/4” x
3” x 3” washer is req’d. Anchor bolt
to be located 4” to 12” from end of
plate. Minimum of 2 boits per plate.

Minimum of two trimmers (jack studs)
req’d for openings 5’ or greater
Openings in garage walls measured
from the property line:

Wall Ht Return wall width
8’

32” min

9’

32” min

10’

40” min

Return walls with widths less than the table
above require engineering or a proprietary
shear wall system is to be installed

6” min, 12” Max

	less than 3’ - not allowed

4’ Concrete

3’ to 5’ - up to 25% of wall area
	greater than 5’ - unlimited

Grade

Monolithic concrete pours are only
to be used where the existing grade
varies a maximum of 6” throughout the
entire length / width of the garage

12’
4’ - #3 Rebar @ 24” OC
or 6x6x10 Mesh
12’
2 - #4 Rebar continuous
Monolithic concrete pours
are limited to 600ft²

