
1 
PLNHLC2017-00850, Relocation of 665 Ely Place                                                                                      Publish Date: December 7, 2017 

 

Staff Report 
PLANNING DIVISION 

  COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
To: Salt Lake City Historic Landmark Commission 
 

From: Lex Traughber – Senior Planner 
 (801) 535-6184 or lex.traughber@slcgov.com 
 

Date: December 7, 2017 
 

Re: Petition PLNHLC201-00850, Relocation of 665 E. Ely Place 
  

 
RELOCATION OF A CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE IN A LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  665 E. Ely Place 
PARCEL ID:  16-05-353-014 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: Central City Historic District 
ZONING DISTRICTS:  FB-UN2 (Form Based Urban Neighborhood District) & 
      H – Historic Preservation Overlay District 
MASTER PLAN:  Central Community Master Plan – Medium and Low Residential/Mixed-Use 
 
REQUEST:   
A request by Trolley Square Ventures, LLC, to relocate the structure located at 665 E. Ely Place to 582 S. 600 East 
in the Central City Historic District.  Please see “Attachment A” which shows the proposed move.  The property 
where the structure is currently located is zoned FB-UN2 (Form Based Urban Neighborhood District).  The 
property where the structure is proposed to be relocated is zoned CN (Neighborhood Commercial District).  The 
building is a contributing structure in the Central City Historic District. 
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RECOMMENDATION:   
Planning staff recommends that the Historic Landmark Commission approve the request as the proposal meets 
the standards for a Certificate of Appropriateness for relocation of a contributing structure outlined in zoning 
ordinance section 21A.34.020(I) and discussed in Attachment E – “Analysis of Standards” of this staff report, 
subject to the following condition: 

 
1. The applicant shall comply with all City Department comments and requirements as noted in this staff report and  
in the attached written comments (Exhibit F). 

 
BACKGROUND AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION:    
According to the most recent Central City survey completed in 2013, the structure on the property is rated “EC” or 
Eligible Contributing.  The property is located on Ely Place and abuts the parking lot that fronts on 600 South that 
serves the Trolley Square complex.  Ely Place/Sego Avenue bisects the block from east to west, between 600 and 
700 East.  The subject building is located on the interior of the block Ely Place and is relatively obscured by 
vegetation and fencing.  The proposed location for the structure is on the very visible corner of 600 South and 600 
East.  Please see the “Vicinity Map” – Attachment A. 
 
In November of 2016, the applicant applied to the City with a proposal to demolish the subject structure.  
Subsequently, on April 20, 2017, the HLC denied the applicant’s petition for demolition.  At that juncture, the 
applicant’s course of further action was twofold; they could either pursue the Economic Hardship process outlined 
in the zoning ordinance or they could apply to relocate the subject structure.  In this case, the applicant chose the 
relocation option, hence the current request.   
 
KEY ISSUE DISCUSSION: 
The property where the building is proposed to be relocated is approximately 0.103 acres (4,487 square feet) in 
size and is zoned CN (Neighborhood Commercial District).  The applicant has indicated that the building will be a 
mixed-use project; the CN zone allows for this use.  There is no minimum lot size in the CN zone, therefore there 
is adequate acreage for the relocated structure.  Should the relocation request be approved by the HLC, the 
applicant will be required to meet all zoning requirements of the CN zone, including off-street parking. 
 
The applicant has provided a site plan and elevations for the relocated structure (Attachment D).  While the site 
plan and elevation drawings are helpful from a visual standpoint, it is the question of relocation that is relevant at 
this time.  Please note, the applicant is proposing an addition to the structure in the new location.  Should the 
applicant decide to pursue this feature, further review and approval by Planning Staff and/or the HLC will need to 
take place prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the addition and any other exterior 
modifications proposed.  As stated previously, the project must meet all zoning requirements for the CN zone, 
including off-street parking.  Having reviewed the submitted documents, it appears that the proposed relocation is 
feasible from a zoning perspective. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
Should the Historic Landmark Commission approve the relocation request, a Certificate of Appropriateness would 
be issued by Planning Staff.  Subsequently, the applicant would need to work with the Permits office to obtain a 
permit for the move. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Vicinity Map 
B. Historic District Map 
C. Applicant Information 
D. Site Plan & Elevations 
E. Analysis of Standards 
F. City Comments 
G. Public Process and Comments 
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ATTACHMENT A:  VICINITY MAP 
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ATTACHMENT B:  HISTORIC DISTRICT MAP 
 

  

 
Approximate Project Location 

 



5 
PLNHLC2017-00850, Relocation of 665 Ely Place                                                                                      Publish Date: December 7, 2017 

 

ATTACHMENT C:  APPLICANT INFORMATION 
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ATTACHMENT D:  SITE PLAN & ELEVATIONS 
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ATTACHMENT E:  HISTORIC PRESERVATION STANDARDS 
 
21A.34.020: H HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT: 
 
A. Purpose Statement: In order to contribute to the welfare, prosperity and education of the people of Salt Lake 
City, the purpose of the H - Historic Preservation Overlay District is to: 
 

1. Provide the means to protect and preserve areas of the city and individual structures and sites 
having historic, architectural or cultural significance; 
2. Encourage new development, redevelopment and the subdivision of lots in historic districts that is 
compatible with the character of existing development of historic districts or individual landmarks; 
3. Abate the destruction and demolition of historic structures; 
4. Implement adopted plans of the city related to historic preservation; 
5. Foster civic pride in the history of Salt Lake City; 
6. Protect and enhance the attraction of the city's historic landmarks and districts for tourists and 
visitors; 
7. Foster economic development consistent with historic preservation; and 
8. Encourage social, economic and environmental sustainability. 

 
21A.34.020.I Building Relocation Standards 
Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness for Relocation of Landmark Site or Contributing Structure: In 
considering an application for a certificate of appropriateness for relocation of a landmark site or a contributing 
structure, the historic landmark commission shall find that the project substantially complies with the following 
standards: 
 

Standards Finding 

Standard 1: The proposed relocation will abate 
demolition of the structure 

The existing structure is in disrepair.  The proposed move 
and relocation will result in the renovation of the structure 
and significantly decrease the likelihood that it will be 
demolished in the future.  The structure will be disassembled 
and then assembled on a new foundation at the new location. 

Standard 2: The proposed relocation will not 
diminish the overall physical integrity of the district or 
diminish the historical associations used to define the 
boundaries of the district 

The move will be from an interior block location to a street 
facing lot in the same local historic district (Central City). 
The proposed relocation will maintain the physical integrity 
of the local historical district without diminishing the district 
boundaries.  
 

Standard 3: The proposed relocation will not 
diminish the historical or architectural significance of 
the structure 

The historical and architectural significance of the structure 
will not be diminished by the move and relocation.  The 
proposed location will have higher visibility from the street 
and should enhance the district as a whole. 
 

Standard 4: The proposed relocation will not have a 
detrimental effect on the structural soundness of the 
building or structure 
 

The structure will be disassembled, cataloged and 
reassembled. Once reassembled, the structure will be 
reinforced on a new foundation. 
 

Standard 5: A professional building mover will move 
the building and protect it while being stored 

The applicant will be required to hire a licensed and bonded 
contractor with specialized skills in relocating historic 
structures to move the building.  Specifics on how the 
building will be relocated to ensure that it is not destroyed, 
must be submitted in writing to the Planning Director and 
approved by the City, prior to a relocation permit being 
issued.   
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Standard 6: A financial guarantee to ensure the 
rehabilitation of the structure once the relocation has 
occurred is provided to the city. The financial 
guarantee shall be in a form approved by the city 
attorney, in an amount determined by the planning 
director sufficient to cover the estimated cost to 
rehabilitate the structure as approved by the historic 
landmark commission and restore the grade and 
landscape the property from which the structure was 
removed in the event the land is to be left vacant once 
the relocation of the structure occurs 

The applicant will be required to provide a financial 
guarantee at the time of the permit.  The applicant has been 
provided with the necessary paperwork to start the financial 
guarantee requirement. 
 

 



9 
PLNHLC2017-00850, Relocation of 665 Ely Place                                                                                      Publish Date: December 7, 2017 

 

ATTACHMENT F:  CITY COMMENTS 
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ATTACHMENT G:  PUBLIC PROCESS AND COMMENTS 

 
Open House: 
An open house was held on November 16, 2017.  Three members of the public attended this session.  General 
questions regarding the overall proposal were entertained by the applicant and Planning Staff.  The comments 
received were in favor of the relocation. 
 
Public Comments: 
As of the preparation of this staff report, several written comments relating to the proposed relocation have been 
received by Planning Staff.  These documents are included for review. 
 
Notice of the public hearing for the proposal include: 

 Notice mailed on November 22, 2017. 

 Agenda posted on the Planning Division and Utah Public Meeting Notice websites on November 22, 2017. 

 Property posted on November 21, 2017. 
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