Attachment H

Yalecrest Yes Heritage Preservation Committee — Submission

Yalecrest Historic District Designation Published Date: October 14, 2010

26



Oct. 8, 2010

Carl Leith, Senior Planner
Salt Lake City Planning Division
Carl.leith@slegoyv.com '

Dear Mr. Leith:

In prepara‘tion for the Historic Landmark Commission’s Oct. 20 meeting, please include the
following documentation in the staff report for that evening’s public hearing.

This information has been sent to the City Council during the past six months. The data is
evidence of the Yalecrest Yes! Heritage Preservation Committee’s statement of nelghborhood
support for Yalecrest Local Historic District designation.

Of those Yalecrest residents (within the entire 1300-1900 East/800-1300 South area) who have
submitted an opinion, to us or the City, 65 percent are in favor of a LHD.

However, excluding the area released frém the temporary zoning regulation in July, the number
rises to 71 percent. This reflects 462 property owners in favor out of 647 households
responding.

Respondents as of July 20 have endorsed or opposed the LHD through one of these methdds;
1. Comment cards completed at the April 22 public hearing
2 | Comments and sign-in sheets from the fdur neighborhood meetings in May
3. Letters and emails reoeived by members of our committee
4. Signatures on pe‘titions as commititee vqunieers canvassed the neighborhood

Opponents of the LHD who made their opiniorn known to the Salt Lake City Gouncil were
included in this data.

- Out of respect for our supporters, we have covered the names and Contact information of those
‘who do not want to be publicly recognized.

Also included are: some names of citizens who live outside of Yalecrest and support adding the

neighborhood to the City’s list of local historic districts; the recent emails we have received that

may also have been received by your office; and emails received earlier in the year when
discussions began.

Sincerely,

“Tracey Harty
Co-chair
Yalecrest Yes! Heritage Preservatlon Committee

Yalecrest Yes! Heritage Preservation Committee | yalecrestyes.com | yalecrestyes@gmail.com
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Oct. 7, 2010
To Whom it May Concern:

| have lived in or near the Yalecrest area for most of my life. There is a primary reason
that people want to live there, aside from the relative safety and proximity to the
University: Most of the houses retain their original architecture and quality materials.

The growing number of remodeled and replacement houses that use fake materials,
have "Hollywood" facades, huge additions and footprints make the area less appealing
and desirable because they violate principles of good design.

As a member of the art and architecture community, a neighbor, and a concerned
citizen, I am very much in favor of the LHD. This designation does not infringe on the
rights of homeowners. On the contrary, it keeps their investment intact. The area was
developed with architectural integrity in mind, and this integrity should remain.

Thank you,

Renee Fitzpatrick-

Oct. 8, 2010

Dear Mr. Leith:

I would like to register my suppoft for the Yalecrest Historic District. Our house has not
been renovated, so | understand that we could be affected more than many of the other

neighbors. But | think we can live with it and it's best for the community as a whole.

Thank you.

Robert Argenbright

1052 S. 1700 E.
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

. October 08, 2010
To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my support of the Yalecrest LHD designation. In 1992 |



purchased my 1926 cottage Tudor style home at 1503 East Michigan Avenue.
Previously, | owned an historic home in Park City, built in 1900. Enjoying the distinct
architecture and charm of living in an older home guided me to my purchase in the
Yalecrest / Harvard Yale area.

During the last several years | have been greatly concerned about the number of homes
being torn down and replaced by much larger homes. Up the street from me, on Diestel
‘Avenue, two very.large homes sit next to each other occupying lots that formerly were
the site of two much smaller single level homes. The height, scale, use of minimal
sethacks and largé square footage tower over and dwarf neighboring homes. The small
bungalow to the north of these homes is forever shrouded in shade from the east and
the south due to the height and orientation of these large homes. The bungalow also
lost any view and back yard privacy it once offered. This has negatively impacted both
the value and the owners ability to sell the home.

Approving the Yalecrest LHD designation will help provide safe guards needed to-
preserve the historic nature of the Yalecrest / Harvard Yale area and provide future
generations the ability to experience and enjoy the beauty and unique architectural
found in our area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Burton

1503 East Michigan Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

8 Oct 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

We have been concerned about the divisiveness regarding the Historic District
designation of our area. We feel that both sides of the issues have merit, and wish to-
maintain the character of our neighborhood. In talking with people from areas which

- have been designated as historic districts, they have felt that it has been a positive
move. We would like to see some compromises in the plan, but if they are not possible,
we support the Historic District designation.

We appreciate all those who have Spent countless hours researching this project.

Owen & Deanna Lunt



1870 Harvard Ave.
801-582-8967

October 7, 2010
To Whom it may concern,

| am writing in support of the broposal of a Local Historic District for the Yalecrest
neighborhood.

As a former resident of the neighborhood, | feel strongly that it should be preserved as
close to it's original appearance as is still possible. In my opinion the reason most
people choose to live in this area is because it has remained largely unchanged
throughout it's history. There are many, many locations within the Salt Lake Valley
where homes of this style are encouraged. |

In short, | believe we need to be preserve the unique, historic areas of our city to
- chronicle our past. To lose this history for the convenience of a few, would truly be a
“loss for the many citizens of our city. :

Mark Marinan
South Ogden, UT

October 8, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

I've been following with great interest the debate over the creation of a Historic
District for the Yalecrest neighborhood in Salt Lake City.

. I am a civilian employee of Dugway Proving Ground in the Utah west desert
and have the privilege of living at Dugway. It's a great place to live, but we all live in
military housing. This means that all the homes are simple, functional, and pretty much
‘identical. ' ' '

One of the things that attracts me to Salt Lake City on the weekends is the
variety of unique neighborhoods and shopping districts. | love the Yalecrest
neighborhood — | have friends who live there, and | visit often. | love the unique brick
homes behind the quiet, tree-lined streets. '

. What | don't like are those ugly mega-homes that are being built after the
previous structures have been bulldozed. They are jarringly out of contexi with the rest
of the neighborhood.

, | realize people are concerned about property rights. But the people who are
fans of huge homes with no yards have the right to build in many locations throughout
the Salt Lake Valley. What is the point of destroying one unique neighborhood like



Yalecrest just to make it look like so many other neighborhoods, not only in the Salt
LLake Valley, but neighborhoods throughout the country?

So many cities through the country are filling up with subdivision architecture
and endless strip malls containing the same stores as every other strip mall in the
United States. You have something very unique and distinctive in the Yalecrest
neighborhood. Please do everything you can to preserve this urban gem. Otherwise,
what is the point in visiting Salt Lake City when it looks exacily like Tooele, West Valley
City, or any other generic city found anywhere else in Utah or the United States?

Respectfully,

Jeff Poor
Dugway, Utah

Oct. 7, 2010

'Dear Members of the Historic Landmarks Commission, Planning Division, and the City
Council, ' '

The unigue Yalecrest neighborhood, with its rich history and special place in our City,

~ has long been in jeopardy of losing its character and charm. The continued chipping
away of this one-of-a-kind-neighborhood is detrimental not only to the neighborhood,
but also to the surrounding area and our entire City. Demolitions of historic homes are
the most egregious offense to this spectacular place.

| wish this matter had been resolved during my tenure as Mayor. With

the neighborhood finally in the process of being able to receive its deserved Local
Historic District designation, it will continue to be a very special asset for our City. This
neighborhood, with its historical as well as architectural value, is an amazing

treasure. Enacting the Local Historic District designation for the Yalecrest Neighborhood
will afford protection, as well as necessary flexibility, for all, including those of future
generations. ‘ :

Protection of the Yalecrest Neighborhood is long overdue. Please help leave a legacy of
historic preservation by designating Yalecrest as our newest Local Historic District.

Thank you for your service to the people of Salt Lake City, including those generations -
who will have reason to be grateful for your foresight in preserving the best of our
historic buildings and other places. '

Best regards,



Rocky Anderson

Oct. 9, 2010

Every day when | look out my windows from my house, go on walks or just drive in the
neighborhood | feel so lucky to be able to look at such beautiful pieces of art. Would we
- want to go up to a picture that was painted by Picasso, Monet or any other artist and
paint on top of the canvas? On the other hand we live in these pieces of art. They
need to stay functional. | think we can make some changes within reason. We as
individuals do not always make proper changes. What | am frying to say is that in the
long run having a Local Historic District will greatly help preserve these pieces of art that
we call home. Why are there about 1,200 Local Historical districts? Because they
work!!! :

Suzanne Broadbent
mbroadbent@g.com
801-582-7826

Qctober 4, 2010

Carl Leith, Planner
P. O. Box 145480
SLC, UT 84114-5480

Re: Yalecrest Neighborhood/LHD
Dear Mr. Leith,

| am writing this letter to express my support of the Local Historic District designation for
the Yalecrest neighborhood.

| have lived in the Yalecrest area for 22 years. My late husband, John W. Anderson and
| purchased our home from the Thomas and Lucille Gaddis family in 1988. Mr. Gaddis
built the home in 1929. We felt so fortunate to have bought the house, after all, we .
were only the second owners. We were immediately drawn to the beautiful lead glass
windows, French doors and the dearly cared for interior wood trim, built in cabinets,
crown molding and other adornments that were original and complimentary to the
architecture. : ’ ’

As our children grew we realized we wanted to-have a place for them to welcome
friends and we were also in need of a functional garage. We considered moving,
however our fondness for the area increased annually and we had dear neighbors and
friends close by. We decided that remodeling was necessary, however, without
question we wanted a structure that would not compromise the integrity of the existing



house. Further we wanted an addition that was compatible with the neighborhood and
within scale to the house and property. We hired our friend and architect, Bruce Mija to
assist us with this project. Bruce helped us realize our vision and created an addition
that mimicked the front fagade of the house and we used building materials similar to
the existing house. Bruce understood these concepts so well as he was on the
committee who wrote the Design Guidelines for ReSIdenz‘la/ Historic Districts in Salt
Lake City (1999)

We worked closely with our nexi-door neighbor in particular, to ensure the view from her
patio was not compromised and that she was comfortable with and included in the
process. Had my husband and | not been drawn to the neighborhood and wanted to
maintain its integrity we would have not gone to the effort we did when we remodeled. . |
hope we succeeded in-creating an addition that is compatible with the home and
nelghborhood

The Yalecrest neighborhood has charm and character. It is so important to maintain
these qualities again, by ensuring remodels are built to scale and -are complimentary to
the architecture of the existing home and nelghborhood Further, | believe it is
important to be conscientious of each other's space. We all live too close together. It
is my hope that a LHD designation will preserve the neighborhood we have.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle (Gaby) Anderson.
1465 Laird Avenue

- Oct. 5, 2010

As residents in the Yalecrest area, we wish to express our support for the establishment
of a local historic district for our Yalecrest neighborhood.

We fully endorse preserving the historic characteristics of the homes and buildings,
maintaining the compatibility of the neighbor buildings, and re‘talmng the significant and
unique features of the homes.

We chose this neighborhood for it's rich history and character. We believe a local
historic district protects property rights by preserving what makes this neighborhood a
valuable asset to the city. The fact that other new communities emulate the
characteristics of this neighborhood speaks to the importance of preserving it's homes
and buildings.

We ask for your commitment to establish the Yalecrest local historic district.
Thank you,

Roberi and Linda Hull
939 Fairview Avenue



Oct. 3, 2010

| want to go on record re my neighborhood and the support | feel for a logical, careful,
and controlled way of allowing additions and changes in our beaqtiful Yalecrest area.

After another trip to another city and in visiting well maintained and restored
neighborhoods in Oregon, Colorado and California, | support the Yes! Heritage
Preservation approach to growth and maintenance of our part of the city.

| believe their are many modéls for maintaining our special type of neighborhood, while
still allowing sensible growth or infill and that the value of the area will be well preserved
and even increase should such a careful method of planning be employed.

| have been a resident for 19 years at 1876 East 900 South and we have raised our
nearly grown teens.here. They have deep connections to this stable comfortable family
oriented area. It will be a pleasure to remain a committed resident with hopes of
maintaining our house well while enjoying the trees, yards and interesting restored and
preserved homes in our area. : -

Sincerely,

Chris and Lori Gay

Oct. 3, 2010
" Dear Sir,

As a long time (40 plus years) resident of the Yalecrest neighborhood | have been
distressed over some of the remodels and teardowns. Furthermore, [ do

not support the group frying to eliminate the possibility of an historic district. Without the
protection of an historic district | am afraid thewave of oversized, inappropriate houses
will continue until the neighborhood is unrecognizable. People seem to forget that lots
and houses in this area are of moderate size. Even the larger original houses are not
mega-mansions. Perhaps with the recent trend to smaller houses the pressureon our
area will lessen; although the location is desirable which can leadto destruction of the
neighborhood one house at a time.

When we remodeled our home on Michigan Avenue 35 years ago we were very
concerned to protect the visual aspect of the area. Our roofline and the front of the
house remained original so the look of the street was unchanged. We did this even
though there were no limits on what we could have done, but because the area is
precious. In that same way my hope is that, with the protection of an historic district,
this beautiful comfortable area will remain livable and unique for many years to come.



Yours truly,

Meredith L. Simmons

.Oct. 3, 2010
Community Identity

The recent uproar over designating Yalecrest a historic district is interesting (and even
amusing) for a number of reasons, not the least of which is the way it mirrors the current
national debate between “libertarian” and “social contract” political philosophies.
Libertarianism centers on the belief that individuals have the right to live their lives and
manage their property in whatever manner they choose, while a social contract implies
that people necessarily give up some of their freedom to government (or some other
institution) to order to maintain social order and achieve a sense of the public or
collective good. Where do individual rights end and those of the community begin? It
seems that we should all stop and ask ourselves these kinds of questions. What do we
give up to be a part of community? What does it take to have a good neighborhood?
What does being a good citizen involve? For me, the answers are quite easy. The
charm of the Yalecrest district lies in the romance of its historic buildings, the restraint
and economy of its smallish (by American standards) houses, and the quiet,
-unostentatious quality of life here. Our neighborhood is largely immune from the
“affluenza” epidemic sweeping the country—the world of supersized people and their
houses. | want to keep it so, and this is why | favor Landmarks designation. Placing
some restrictions on property rights within our neighborhood does more than preserve
the buildings; those restrictions help us achieve the common goal of keeping our
community the way we like it. As a professor of architectural history, a preservation
professional, and former member of the HLC, | can state unequivocally that such
designation will not stifle innovation and creativity within the district. The guidelines are
not so strict as to prohibit change. In fact, they do much the opposite. By imposing
limits, they make us think harder to find ways of fitting current lifestyles into the existing
architectural fabric. Those needing giant houses and three-car garages have plenty of
other neighborhoods in the city to choose from, they don’'t need ours.

Thanks.

Dr. Thomas Carter
1762 Michigan Avenue

Sept. 27,2010 .

Please register my support for the Yalecrest LLocal Historic District. My name is Clark
Bullock, and my home is at 1807 Hubbard Avenue which is within the boundaries of the
proposed district.

There are several reasons why | support creating the District, but there is one reason
- which | believe is not getiing the attention that it should. The reason is that some selfish



self-indulgent homeowners have demonstrated a lack of respect for their neighbors and
community by demolishing or modifying a home without any respect for the values of
neighbors and community. The opponents of the District apparently believe the
destruction should continue. The opponents talk about how creating a district will take
away the rights of property owners and their freedoms, but | believe those rights and
freedoms are necessarily reduced when they-choose to live in a community. The
opponents also seem to agree that there is a problem, but argue that there are better
solutions than creating a district. However, | am unaware what their solutions are, and |
-do not believe that they have taken any concrete steps toward implementing any

~ solution which will solve the the problem of unwarranted demolitions, oversized
additions and tasteless modifications: ~

By the way, | initially expressed my support for the district in an E-mail to councilman
Martin. He correctly noted my support on the map which records supporters and
opponents of the District. On Friday, however, a neighbor told me that the map seems
to have lost its relevance, and | needed to send an E-mail to reiterate my support. |
want to point out that the map is relevant and in my opinion unless a homeowner
notifies the Council that he or she has changed his position, that the map should remain
- a record of support or opposition.

Sept. 26, 2010

" There is nothing more charming than a neighborhood that cares about the look and feel
of the place they have chosen to live, raise their families and retire. Unfortunately these
days the only way to protect the charm and historic character of a neighborhood from
poorly conceived work and demolition is to put in place a local historic preservation
ordinance. | love the neighborhood beauty of Yalecrest and wholeheartedly support the
efforts to make Yalecrest a Local Historic District.

Sincerely, _
. Barbara Komeyli

October 2, 2010

Cynthia Norton
1715 Herbert Avenue
Salt Lake City, Utah 84108

To Whom it May Concern:

.. Please support legislation that would protect the rich architectural heritage of our
neighborhood. | have lived in the Harvard/Yale area for over 18 years. | have seen
many changes. Some remodeling projects have been good and others have been very
upsetting. Remodeling homes provides valuable updates for families in our changing



world; however, the additions should support the integrity and character of our historical
area. | know that we can find a moderate solution that will support home expansions
while honoring the character of our area. Please protect these historical treasures since
they do not have a voice. If something is not done, these original homes will disappear
and future generations will lose a valuable historical asset in our city.

Sincerely, '
Cynthia Norton

Oct. 1, 2010

My name is Erin Taylor and | live on Laird Drive. | wanted to let you know how
important | think it is that Yalecrest neighborhood gets the Historic District Status. |
think that the long term integrity of this neighborhood needs protecting. We cannot
allow structures like the "Garagemahall” to ever happen again in this neighborhood. We
have many historic gems that deserve protecting. Please support the long term

* success of the Yalecrest Community by supporting the Historic District Status.

Sincerely,

Erin Taylor

29 September 29 2010

Dear Yalecrest Preservation Committee,

This e-mail is to serve as further letter of approval and personal support to purposed
confirmation of the Yalecrest community district as a Historic Landmark District, which
as | understand will constrain types of architectural changes to private homes.
Regrettably, my intended presence at some meetings has been unwillingly curtailed by
long-term medical issues since early July. This does not mean that | am not a strong
supporter of this project and will be unable fo attend future meetings.

Sincerely,

June Dayle

Dear Cecily Zuck,
| wanted to voice my support for the Yalecrest Historic District.

| love to walk in this neighborhood, and take note of the wisdom of the people
who originally built these houses. | appreciate the differences among the houses, both
in size and character. | think most of the new construction is geared to those who want
bigger houses and that is “in style” right now, and thus will go out of style in a few years.



They also strike me as the kind of buildings that you could find in a condominium
community. If | wanted a condo, | could move and live in a gated community and deal
with a condominium committee and be among people who like that kind of living.

Here, we are a community in a larger sense, and | love it for that. We do not
think all alike, and we are as individual as the houses we live in. There are younger
- families with little children playing in the front yard, families that are seeing their children
off on missions, people whose children are going off to college, retired people and
everything in between. | enjoy the fact that the neighbors next door feel comfortable -
playing catch, and since they're older, they need the room of our front yard o be able to
throw the ball far enough to be challenging. | think our differences and accommodations
make this area far richer than it would be if we all lived in big houses and didn’t mix with
. people whose culture and beliefs are different from our own. With houses that are too
big for their lots, | don’t think that would be as possible.

Please help us preserve the character and VItahty of this community.:
Thank you,
C. Baring-Gould

1659 Harvard Avenue
Salt Lake City, Utah 84105

Sept. 28, 2010

Dear Mr. Leith |
My name is Lynn Kennard Pershing
| have lived at 1715 E Laird Ave. for 5 years.

| support the formation of the Yalecrest local historic district

"My tudor home was built in 1939 and meets contributing status for Yalecrest historic
designation, but my street was removed from the most recent proposed boundaries.
Nonetheless, | still live in the Yalecrest Neighborhood and am increasingly concerned
about the number of demolitions and the building of megahomes mega-aditions by both
speculative bullders and some residents. :

- It seems that YaleCrest residents are polarized about the LHD and have no consensus.
But results from the straw poll conducted at the city-sponsored Yalecrest subdivision
meetings in May, showed that LOCATION, POTENTIAL HOME VALUE AND ‘
ARCHITECTURE were the most important issues that influenced residents to purchase
a home in this area. In addition, 75% residents agreed that most of neighborhood
concerns are with DEMOLITIONS AND REMODELS THAT PUSH THE LIMITS OF
CURRENT LAW AND DISREGARD THE STYLE AND SCALE of the neighborhood.
The LHD will insure that those concerns are addressed.



The vast majority of homeowners want to update some part of their home interior and to -
make it more compaitible with 21%! century lifestyle. The LHD does not affect those
interior home issues. The LHD does insure however, that SIZE OF THOSE exterior
STRUCTURES are COMPATIBLE WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. We agree we don’t
want mega-homes or mega-additions. Bigger is not always better, | know, | use to live in
a mega-home. What makes a home livable is good design, in which space is optimally
utilized to serve the needs and tasks of its inhabitants. The LHD will address this issue.

| also support maintaining the front fagade of the home in ahy exterior remodel. It
maintains the curbside appeal, the AMBIANCE soul and affects POTENTIAL HOI\/IE
VALUE of the YaleCrest netghborhood

We ALL have property rights. Changes we make to our homes today affect NOT ONLY
US, but our neighbors in all directions and future residents who live in our homes. As |
walk around the neighborhood, it is apparent that some self-indulgent residents have
forgotten that sensitivity when making remodels and/or additions to their homes that
alter neighbor privacy and sunlight. ‘

The ambiance, architecture and relatively stable home values of YaleCresi :
neighborhood is unique in Salt L.ake City. | know, | looked all over the valley. Yalecrest
offers that delicate balance of home density, scale, size and architectural style for
singles, empty nesters and families, while still providing walkability to desirable .
commercial and public entities in a friendly, small town atmosphere. This complex
combination makes YaleCrest unique. | implore you to cherish it and preserve its soul.
Support the LHD designation for YaleCrest.

Thank you

Lynn Kennard Pérshing, Ph.D.
email: lkpershing@gmail.com

. Sept. 28, 2010

For the record, this is what | spoke at tonight's meeting:

| love historic preservation. | had some experience with it in WI. Back in the 70's,
visionaries in Green Bay recognized the value in our old endangered buildings spread
around the city. They were able to move them and create Heritage Hill State Park. It's
an open air museum with 25 historical structures. Very cool.

In the 90's, the city had a program offering great loans to home-owners, hoping they'd
take advantage of the offer and fix up their houses to improve the city's looks: My
parents applied. Part of their plan was for all new windows. Then some preservationists
started knocking on their door begging them to keep their front windows. My parents
were humored. Multiple conversations happened before they decided to make them
happy and keep the front windows.



You wouldn't believe how those windows changed the way that house was viewed! My
parents developed this strange sense of pride in their front windows and it started to
extend to the whole house. Whenever new people came over and there was a short lull
in conversation, you knew what the next topic was going to be — it was the windows.

After our dad died someone fried to break-in. An officer came out and said to our mom, '
-“I.could see why they picked this house, it's one of the nicer ones around.” My sister and
| looked at each other. We thought, “Since when?!” Growing up, it was always this-
small, old, dumpy thing — built with square nails even!

A block away they were able to establish the Broadway Historic Business District. It
revitalized the area. The whole city comes down for yearly events.

Once my sister drove us through a neighborhood in Milwaukee. | remember

commenting on how cool it was and the homes in it. She told me she heard it was either

an historic district, or trying to become one. | thought, “That would be a great place to
live.” '

I've been a Yalecrest resident since '99. | bought in here for the way it looks and feels,

" coupled with its proximity to work and play. My family loves to visit me here. They can
appreciate our homes and our neighborhood, and love it so much better than any of the
other places I've lived. They see me as living in the best of WI.

- Please look at our INCREDIBLE rating on the objective 3 party RLS survey. | can
envision Yalecrest becoming Salt Lake City's premier LHD. Please help us create it.

- - Kelly Marinan

Sept. 28, 2010

My name is Nathan Morgan-and | live at 1529 Yale Avenue with my wife, Karen. We
both strongly support the proposed LHD. We do not see it as a burden on us. We
support preservation. We support tasteful, considerate change in the landscape of our
neighborhood that preserves its character and was one of the reasons we choose to
buy and live in the Yalecrest community. We strongly disagree with those who believe
that their individual personal property rights override the potential negative to our -
property rights as their neighbors and those of all the other neighbors on the same
street that are impacted by their unilateral decisions.

Sept. 28, 2010
Dear Mr. Leith,

| live at 1784 Yalecrest Avenue. | graduated from Bonneville, Clayton, East, and the
University of Utah. In July | returned for good to the neighborhood after 31 years in
California, where | was involved in efforts to preserve historic neighborhoods in Los
Angeles and Berkeley. | have been shocked at the loss of several lovely homes and



have scratched my head at the bizarre remodels of several others. | am especially
dismayed that those individuals who have destroyed the aesthetic cohesiveness of the
area have shown so little regard for the investment of longtime residents.

In my own case, a developer who has been active in the area has recently purchased
the charming mid-size house directly across the street. The rumor is that he will tear
the house down and build something completely out of character, like 1711 Yalecrest, a
monster home he built a few years ago and which has been sitting on the market for
months. The surrounding neighbors are heartsick that our enjoyment of our homes may
be seriously compromised by this developer's continuing blatant dlsrespeot for our
neighborhood's character.

There is contention surrounding which "side" of the LHD argument has the most
neighborhood support. Although | suspect the majority of my neighbors do wish to see
the neighborhood preserved, to me this is irrelevant. It is incumbent on our city officials
and planning experts to do the enlightened thing for the city's future. How foolish to
squander a resource that contributes so substantlally to the attractiveness of our city to
- professionals and community | |eadersl «

The attached list of indisputable benefits of LHD's will be familiar to you. | plan to read it
at the meeting tonight. :

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Janine Sheldon

Sept. 28, 2010
Hello Carl-

| am am writing to express my enthusiastic support for a local historic district
designation for the irreplaceable Yalecrest area of Salt Lake City.

My wife and | were the initiators of what became the successful bid for historic district
designation for our neighborhood, Westmoreland Place. Last December, | wrote the first
letter to the Historic Landmarks Commission expressing our neighborhood's interest in
such designation after we did some preliminary polling of families in the area. A few
months later, a small committee had formed around the idea with the addition of Jean

"~ Zancanella and Matt Durham.

When we first proposed an historic district, we didn't experience anywhere near the -
acrimony (by an exiremely strident and organized minority) that has been the case in
Yalecrest. Why? | think our neighbors agreed that, far from taking away property rights,
an historic district actually bestows several new ones; notably, that when someone
moves into such a protected area they can count on the fact that the valuable historic
charm that they paid for will remain undiminished. I\/Iany of us consider that a property
right worth having.



Please help give those same rights to the residents of Yalecrest and save this important
city asset for the generations to.come. To cave in to those temporary residents who
would change it forever just to make a quick buck would be tragic.

- Sincerely,

Mikel Covey

‘Traci O'Very Covey

Sept. 28, 2010
Dear Madam:

My name is Kim Childs. | reside in the Yalecrest area at 1655 E. 900 South. | have

lived here since 1989. | bought my house here because | grew up in the same area and

love its charm. | was not yet quite two years old when my parents moved into their

" home on Harvard Avenue in 1962, also in the Yalecrest area. My parents still live in
that house today. :

It has been particularly distressing and nauseating to watch homes in the neighborhood
over the past decade or so destroyed by owners who want larger homes. Most of these
homes have become architectural embarrassments with the additions that have been
made to them. Oftentimes it looks as if a stucco covered trailer has fallen from the sky
and landed on their roofs.

Of course the people want to continue living in the area. They recognize its charm and -
like living in a neighborhood well known for its unique character and resulting higher
property values. They refuse to accept the fact, though, that the additions and
remodeling that they create are destroying that unique character.

This problem seems to be snowballing. As more and more charming homes become
enlarged, other neighbors desire to do the same thing in a "Keeping Up With the
Joneses" fashion. It is becoming out of control.

I am not opposed to home additions and renovations. There are a few, unfortunately
TOO few, homes that have had tasteful additions made that keep in harmony with the
home's original character. | applaud the residents that have accomplished this. This is
why Historic District status is so necessary. It allows for residents to make those

- additions, but only in a way that a home s integrity is not compromised.

-l urge you to use what influence you have to enact this Historic Status desngnatlon for
the Yalecrest area.

"~ Thank you very much.

Kim J. Childs
1655 E. 900 South



Salt Lake City, UT 84105-1623
(801) 581-1933

kichlds@aol.com

Sept. 28, 2010

Dear Community Leaders

| strongly urge creation of a Yalecrest Local Historic District. My name is Sally Patrick
& | have been a resident twice in the Yalecrest neighborhood. Once for 6 years on the
1700 block of Princeton in the 1980’s and for the last 20 years at 1413 Laird Circle. In
the interim | moved to the Boston area where | directed a public library which was
nationally significant both architecturally and historically as the archives for the Salem
witch ftrials. An auspicious draw but no less treasured by my townspeople who proudly
supported our place in history.

My personal history and love of Yalecrest reflect why | believe so strongly that a local
historic district must prevail to protect the architectural beauty, civic diversity and finally
balanced respect for property. we are losing in our beautiful neighborhood. | am
concerned with streetscape, mass & scale, and family & housing diversity. | want us to
welcome large and small families and those of modest as well as great means. | moved
to Yalecrest as a single mother who sacrificed to be part of a safe and beautiful
neighborhood of old & young families, and homes that reminded me of my eastern
roots. I've saved to make responsible modifications to my home and have always
considered the impact my decisions make to enhance my neighborhood. However,
recently under the current YCI Infill Ordinance, after we begged to the contrary and
pursued all official channels, my neighbor was allowed to build a 2- -story garage outside

my dining room window, Creatmg a stiflingly hot micro-climate on my very near back
porch.

On behalf of my family and most in my neighborhood, | appeal to you to quiet the
oppositional noise in your mind and protect Yalecrest by designating us a Local Historic
District. The time is NOW to show leadership and foresight. If you do not, this state
and nationally recognized gem will be lost for those of us who have loved and tried to
protect Yalecrest alone up until now.

Respectfully
Sally Patrick
1413 Laird Circle

Sept. 28, 2010
To Whom It May Concern,

_llive in the Upper Avenues, and have noticed perfectly good houses being demolished,
and it's pretty rare that the new construction is ever better than the old. It's unfortunate
that the same thing is happening in the Yalecrest area now. | support creating the
Yalecrest Local Historic District.



Greg Funseth
690 16th Ave
Salt Lake City

Sept. 28, 2010

| started preparing my comments as a point-by-point refutation of Mr. Winchester's
arguments about the Yalecrest LHD process, economics, character and safety. But
those have all been discussed in previous meetings.

| wanti to talk instead about preservation. Preservation means to keep up or maintain, to
keep alive or in existence, to make lasting, to keep from harm or injury, to protect or
spare. How do we preserve historic areas of Salt Lake? We create historic districts.
Why are they important? Because they our inheritance from our predecessors. Salt
Lake’s historic districts are associated with the development of our city, as is the case of
the Yaléecrest neighborhood, originally platted in 1910. The only means of preserving
our unique Yalecrest homes for future generations is historic districting.

Yalecrest's own special Compatible Infill Overlay isn’'t meant to address preservation.
And it can’t be amended to do so. It only refers to size, setbacks, scale, and footprint. It
can't stop teardowns, nor would it be able to restrict-major changes to front facades, for
example.

We preservationists, friends of the Yalecrest Local Historic District, understand that our
time here is temporary, but we can leave a legacy for those Salt Lakers not yet born, if
we take care of what we have. And taking care of what we have means: Rehabilitating,
updating, even enlarging our homes to make them comfortable, livable, and functional
21° century abodes, all the while maintaining the craftsmanship and artistry that went
into these homes. ‘ ‘

You can't call yourself a preservationist and not value the meaning of the word. | know
the city planners and HLC understand it, and | urge them to add Yalecrest to the
distinctive list of Sali Lake Local Historic Districts.

Tracey Harty, 1752 Herbert Avenue

Sept. 28, 2010
To whom it may concern,
| would like to voice my support of the effort to make the Yalecrest neighborhood a

Local Historic District. | both have friends that live in the area and | am a longtime
employee of the U of U. Because of this | have spent time in that neighborhood for 15



years and would like to see its character preserved. It is a neighborhood full of
reasonable sized houses, on reasonable sized lots with mature landscapes. A|I of which
help create the unique feel of that area. Please preserve it.

Thanks,

Ann Williams.
1072 So Jeremy
SLC, UT

. Sept. 28, 2010

To whom it may concern,

| write this note to express support of preservation for the Yalecrest neighborhood. |
believe that the neighborhood is certainly worthy of special attention, and that the
benefits of implementing a formal historic preservatlon initiative far outweigh any
de‘mments

This issue interests me because | am an architect that grew up in the avenues of Salt
Lake City, served for several years on the Utah Heritage Foundation Revolving Fund
Committee, and work on the architectural design of projects within the proposed district.

As an architect, | do my best to promote well-designed, sensitive renovation/remodels
and additions that are in scale with the existing fabric of the neighborhood and that will,
in my humble opinion, yield the optimal outcome both individually and communally in
terms of aesthetics, worth, value, built in integrity and sustainability (in the broadest
definition of the word).

While I certainly understand most of the arguments against additional regulation, and
don’t look forward to any headaches that a historic preservation review process may
cause on my projects in the future, | do come out strongly on the side of preservation.

“Good design” cannot be legislated, and | am simply unaware of any available vehicle
other than historic preservation to prevent the reverberating negative effects thata.
poorly designed, outsized and cheaply executed project have on a beautiful, well
established community such as Yalecrest.

As citizéns, leaders, and communities we must take care of our existing places that just
feel good, andthe Yalecrest neighborhood is one of these places.

Thank you,

Elizabeth J. Blackner, AIA LEED AP

4661 W Balsam Drive

Park City, Utah 84098 -

8017035111 g
www.blacknerarchitect.com '




September 28, 2010
" To: Yalecrest Community Council

| am a former residént of the Avenues area, and | currently reside in Federal Heights. |
would like to lend my support to members of the Yalecrest CC who are frying to
malntam the integrity and beauty of one of Salt Lake City’s historic neighborhoods.

| have seen in both the Avenues and in Federal Heights, as well as in the Sugarhouse
area, instances where the entire nature of a street or district has been altered by the
demolition of an old house and building of a new one that does not fit the character of
the neighborhood. Building out to the property line and adding additional stories that do
not fit the scale of the house also detract from the character of the house and
neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Lynne Nolte
1366 Butler Avenue
Salt Lake City, UT 84102

PDF attachment: Martha Tucker

Sept. 27, 2010
To City Planning Staff:

Unfortunately we are out of the county, but want to share our concerns for Yalecrest
Neighborhood. As we are fraveling through England, it has-become even more
apparent for the need for protection and preservation of our beautiful Yalecrest
neighborhood. As we write this note, we are in York, one of England's most historic
cities. We couldn't help but wonder what this town and the rest of Europe and Great
Britian would look like if previous generations had been allowed to change their
“individual homes, shops and buildings without regard to their neighbors and
- community. Fortunately here in Europe that has not been allowed and we along with
future generations can and will enjoy this unmatched history and charm. Obviously,
comparing Yalecrest to Europe is an unfair comparison, but we strongly believe we
have a neighborhood that is a unique Salt Lake City treasure, very much worthy of
preservation! The oversized remodels and teardowns have already become dinosaurs
in the progressive parts of the Country and most of the world. Please let's hold on and



save our neighborhood before it is too late. We strongly support a local historic district
and urge you to do the same.

George, Cathy and Andrew Kelner
1000 Military Drive

Sept. 27, 2010

| support the request to designate the Yalecrest area as a Local Historic District. It
meets the requirements for such a designation and the LHD provides both preservation
and adjustability with future building permits. -

Regards,
Marielle Siraa
986 Lake St.

Sept. 27, 2010
September 27, 2010

_ To Whom It May Concern,
| am in strong suppoi“t of creating a local historic district within the Yalecrest
neighborhood. It is a treasure in our City and | cannot idly stand by and see this .

treasure destroyed.

Please preserve this area. Too many concession have already be made bowing to
loud but not many voices.

| would hate for this fo be another example where technology wins over the human
voice desiring preservation.

Ellen Reddick
801.581.0369

Sept. 27, 2010

Mr. Leith,

My husband and | own the home at 1756 E. Yale Ave. We bought it in I\/Iay, 2004 with
the intention of retiring there. In 2007, we were transferred to Houston, but kept the.
home with the intention of retiring back there. Our daughter is living in the house and
maintaining it for us for this purpose. We bought the house in that neighborhood for two
reasons — 1) the older, more established neighborhood with smaller homes and 2) there
is no commute to anything we ever needed. Allowing a bulldoze-and-rebuild mentality
and an invasion of mega-mansions would totally ruin the neighborhood and is an
offense to common sense.



Thank you,
Virginia Hjalmarson

Sept. 27, 2010
Hello -~

| am writing as a Sugar House resident to support my kneighbors and family members in
their quest for a Yalecrest Historic Neighborhood designation.

| believe that community revitalization and historic preservation can easily occur
together in the Yalecrest neighborhood. The Yalecrest historic area is an important
place in our community and should be preserved and remain part of the overall Salt
Lake City narrative; it is an area with a sense of place. We need to

prevent unnecessary demolition and reuse, rehab or adapt the existing structures and -
preserve their historic character. | support the effort to make sure that any construction
is compatible with the local neighborhood character and historic resources in the area.
We need to affirm the contribution that the structures in the Yalecrest neighborhood
make to the cultural fabric of Salt Lake City, not destroy them and built new. Historic
preservation is an important tool in the sustainability toolbox; we need to conserve
buildings and seek to improve the existing housing stock rather than demolish homes,
discard the waste and rebuild with new materials.

Please vote for the Yalecrest HistoricNeighborhood designation. | hope that Sugar
House also considers starting an initiative to become a Historic District.

Please contact me if you have any questions.
Best,-

Helen

Helen M. Peters

2803 Beverly Street

Salt Lake City, Utah 84106
801-560-5036 :




A Few Thoughts

Kelly asked me to write about our farnily's experiences living in historic
neighborhoods in other pé,I'ts of the country. On reflection it was not the building
coded nor bhe architectural pla.ns. nor the ;wtua.l homes that gave these
cornmunities a special ambience. It was the people that made these towns
remarkable. Isuppose neighbors saw their communities as extensions of
themaselves and worked together on ;oea.l committees to determine reasonable
solutions to potential code violations in order to help one another improve thelr
homes. Speculators were discouraged from building in these neighborhoods

_ because it was impossible to make a “gquick buck” constructing homes with
tawdry designs and shoddy workmanship. I do believe a Yalecrest Local Historie
District Designa,{;ion could be a positive classification that would allow beneficial
expansion of homes, tl_lat would increase property values, and that would ‘

helghten commmunity pride.
7, L/
Doug Saarel

[703 }}mr\imﬁ‘/

Sept. 27, 2010
To Whom it may Concern:

We have signed petitions in favor of the Yalecrest Local Historic District. That was
early on in the discussion. We want to let you know we continue to support the creation
of the Yalecrest Local Historic District. We have attended most of the meetings held
concerning this. We have tried to get well informed by listening to both sides of the



issue.

We live at 1611 Harvard Avenue in one of the smaller homes in the neighborhood. Our

square footage.is about 1000. .

| have heard opponents say several times they already have a “large house” and their
concern is. for the people in the small homes not being able to build a 2™ story on the

small home. We have measured the distance between our house and the house next.

~door east. There is 19 feet between houses. Our small homes are on small lots which
do not accommodate a large house. '

We already have an origihally built two-story home on the west side of us. We do not
want a two-story home on the east side also. We would lose our ability to ever see blue
sky and sunshine. '

As we walk the neighborhood, we see how many homes have already been changed.
In our-opinion, we have added four new monster homes just on Yale and Yalecrest this
year. We would like our neighborhood to retain its historic character and we know that
will not happen without guidelines and codes in place to help us. We are happy to
support the creation of the Yalecrest Local Historic District.

Cliff and Vena Childs :
1611 Harvard Avenue . _ : .o

Sept. 27, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:
Have you ever stopped and thought about the reasons you buy a home:

- Number of rooms, bathrooms, etc.
- Location to work

- Local schools .

- Local parks, shopping, etc.

" The list goes on.

Well, to many, including myself, a big part of buying a home is evaluating the
neighborhood and its charm. (Heck, this is talked about all the time on HGTV.)

| bought my home in Sugar House because | loved the character of the neighborhood.
My house was built in 1914 and all the simple characteristics about the house and the
surrounding houses were what made me fall in love with it. | very easily could have
purchased a house for half the price and got double the rooms, but | didn't because |
didn't want to have a modern cookie cutter home.

Please help to keep my neighborhood cute and charming.



Thank You,
Britni Brozo

Sept. 26, 2010

| support creating a historic district in the Harvard area. | come up to this area for work
and | appreciate the historical part.
- Jim Grunwald, 10385 South 700 East, Sandy, UT 84070

Sept. 26, 2010

| have long been an admirer of the Yalecrest area and was delighted when | learned
that it was candidate for designation as a local historic district. | had two uncles who
lived in the area many years ago and, even as a child, | remember being impressed with
its integrity and beauty. I've also been around long enough to appreciate that once a
neighborhood has been altered, it can never regain its original character. Too often
have | seen this happen to neighborhoods that have historical significance and that
should rightly be the seen as part of our rich community heritage. Therefore, | am
urging you to please designate the Yalecrest neighborhood as a local historic district.

Sincerely,

Jill B. Jones
404 East 1700 South

Sept. 24, 2010

| am writing to say that | strongly support the rights of property owners to live in a
neighborhood that is not ober-buili--in the style of the high avenues and other
contemporary foothill sites. The more modest style of Yalecrest traditional houses fits
the needs of the future that progressive, environmentally-conscious thinkers envision;
please make your decisions based on the forward side of history, not on the excesses
of the '90's and first decade of this century that have proven impossible to maintain.

~ Thank you for your consideration.

Stephanie Pace

Sept. 24, 2010

Dear Yalecrest Yes,



This is just a note in support of your intitiatve. | have been following the dispute between
your group and the group whose members wish to destroy the architectural integrity of
the Yalecrest neighborhood in pursuit of their own ends. This shows an appalling lack
of esthetic and historic sensibility and a callous disregard for the good of the whole.

I grew up in the Avenues in the 1950s and | can remember quite clearly the razing of
beautiful old homes in that era. One of these was a graceful Victorian mansion on the
corner of Second Avenue and | Street that sucumbed to the wrecking ball and was
replaced by a monstrosity of an apartment house with a sort of Swiss decor (still there)
whose footprint goes all the way to the sidewalk. Depredations such as these continued
until the 1970s, when a group of citizens got together and did what was necessary to
stop them and to preserve the Avenues. :

Yalecrest has similar characteristics and | feel strongly that its fabric should be SImllarIy
honored and preserved. More power to you.

Polly Stewart
P. O. Box 2609

Salt Lake City, UT 84220

Street address (hot to be used as a mailing address):
975 E. First Avenue Apt. 6
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

pxstewart@salisbury.edu / (801) 842-2306

Sept. 24,2010
Dear Mr. Leith,

My husband has lived at 1458 Princeton Avenue for forty-three (43) years since 1967,
and | have lived here thirty (30) years. We support designation of the revised Yalecrest
area as a Local Historic District for the following reasons:

1. Atits own expense Yalecrest Yes! Heritage Preservation Committee ("Yalecrest
Yes!") has made a more-than-credible effort to educate area residents about the matter,
including the creation of a website that provides extensive information and C|rcula ion

of a petition for neighbors to sign. '



- 2. The August 30, 2010 flyer from Preservationists for Property Rights ("YPPR"), the
only information my husband and | have received from YPRR, appears only to request
City resources to conduct a voter referendum on passage of the Yalecrest LHD.

3. On its website Yalecrest Yes! has provided the 2005 Yalecrest Reconnaissance
Level Survey ("2005 Survey") that identifies "Contributing - A & B sites," Non-
contributing / Altered - C sites" and "Non-contributing / Out of period - D sites."

4. YPRR has not fleshed out its "young family" prohibition or any other argument that
presents credible opposition to long-standing concerns about construction / renovation
of oversized / out-of-period residences. Yalecrest neighbors are left wondering exactly
what YPRR's issues are besides a publicly funded referendum.

5. Salt Lake City Ordinance 21 \A.24.020 does not require a publicly-funded referendum.
to designate an LHD.

8. An Internet search of "property rights versus historic preservation laws" suggests

" that some historic review boards impose unreasonable and expensive "authenticity"
requirements on homeowners. Authenticity requirements can and should be addressed
by the Yalecrest LHD Board once it is operational. :

7. Based upon the 2005 Survey it should be incumbent upon the Yalecrest LHD Board
and any homeowner disputing any Board authenticity requirement, to marshall evidence
for his / her / its position based upon the 2005 Survey. In a dispute the Board should
weigh the evidence and issue a written decision to include provision for appeal.

It is time finally and formally to designate the Yalecrest Local Historic Distribt.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. Please contact me if | can answer any
guestion.

Respecifully,

Virginia Curtis Lee
Attorney at LLaw

Sept. 24, 2010
Dear Ms. Zuck,

| want to express my support for the Yalescrest Local Historic District designation. |
have lived in the Yalecrest area for 50 years and feel it is the best way to preserve the
character of this wonderful neighborhood.

Thank you.

Stephen Hatch
1862 Michigan Ave



SLC, UT 84108

Sept. 24, 2010
To whom it may concern,

My name is Vanessa Burnes Bienvenue my husband is Patrick Bienvenue. We live at
1332 E Harvard Avenue and have resided in the Yalecrest neighborhood for eleven.
years. Over this time, we have experienced some sensitive renovations from
neighbors, specificly on Harvard, but have also noticed some inconsistency throughout
the Yalecrest area. It is the historic charm that lends people to our neighborhood, with
mature trees, and beautiful warm and historic like lighting.

A few years ago the city wanted to change the lighting in the Yalecrest area to cold
white light that was more efficient and change light posts to ones that might resemble a
parking-lot at a mall where needed. My husband, Patrick Bienvenue, attended a
meeting where an engineer was hired by the city to explain the proposed changes to
our neighbors. The meeting was more fear based on costs saved

and not on historic preservation.

My husband works for Leucadia National and works in the historic Keith Manson on
South Temple. The blocks from F and G street are all historic buildings owned by
Leucadia and all renovated and brought back to their original condition. Patrick
explained that cost efficient warm lighting existed there and can be done. We personal
hired an engineer to meet with the cities engineer and go to the Keith Manson to see
‘the lighting and then to Harvard put in warm efficient light bulbs and our neighborhood
didn't have to loose it's historic lighting and feel and it was cost effective.

We have also experienced the tree care in the park strip on Harvard where old trees are
cut down for desease or safety with no replacement. We have worked with that
department for many many years with tree replacement and was told, if we paid
personally trees could be planted. Although the department was sympathectic it had |
budget issues, yet was. willing to work with neighbors. It took a while but trees were
eventually replaced on Harvard and Yale Parks to retain their character. We as a
Yalecrest community were most appreciative. Now our homes are in jeopardy.

My husband is a real estate investor for Leucadia and has developed and redeveloped
many historic properties, communities and important landmarks throughout the country.
When we relocated here, we looked for the cities historic housing. Yalecrestis it. We
are always asked why do you live there and we then explain the scale of houses, the
mature trees and the sensitive nature of this preserved neighborhood right in the city.
Parks, public transportation and neighborhood shops to walk to. A green neighborhood
(one can walk and no car is required). All urban planned years ago and preserved.
Very special. Cities all over the world have historic neighborhoods and they are
preserved and held in high regard. (My husband has worked with Peter Calthorpe for
years. Peter is responsible for many positive urban redevelopements in Utah, as well
as, a modern version, Daybreak. Peter was also selected as the head of urban



) 3

planning to redevelope New Orleans after its flood disaster.)

After purchasing on Harvard, we were most surprised to realize this was unimportant to
the city and some neighbors. Taken for granted. It is a community not one individual
with one house to do what they will. If renovation is done with reserve it enhances the
adjoining properties and increases values and appearance of the neighborhood. Big
does'nt mean better. We renovated our home eleven years ago on its original footprint.
People asked why. We have shared our views with neighbors and they have
embraced and since renovated and have done it with restraint without deterring from the
overall feeling of the neighborhood. | have had many a neighbor knock on my door to
take pictures inside or measure draws, showers, cabinets from 1300 E Harvard all the
way to 1700 East in the Yalecrest neighborhood trying to understand how to use space
more efficiently without giving up modern conveniences and retaining historic scale.

When you drive down South Temple and see the Govenors Manson which was

- renovated and preserved, the Keith Manson renovated and preserved and the buildings
in between on South Temple you remember the grandeur of old Salt Lake. When
visitors ask where our historic housing is to drive through and visit, one might say
Federal Heights but the landscape of houses is changing there. And a guest would say
do you have a neighborhood Historically Designated and we bring them to Yalecrest
because it is more intact but it now to is in jeopardy. It is disturbing that Salt Lake only
has this last community of such breath and scale of single family homes in Salf Lake
and the question of preservation is in question. If one thinks of communities across the
country | don't know of one that you can't go and drive or walk and visit to see its
historic communities. Carmel, Santa Barbara, Boston's Beacon Hill, New York City's
Brownstones, San Francisco, etc. The list goes on and on. Where will Salt Lake Cities
be?

A final note. On a beautiful Saturday afternoon a few weeks ago. | was walking our
dog from Harvard to 1500 East and down Yale and a car was driving slowly looking at
houses and stopped to ask for assistance: An older couple had said their daughter and
her family had just moved into the neighborhood. Their daughter had sent them a book
on the historic houses in the neighborhdod and she had the book open on her lap and
had asked if | knew the house on the open page. It was a house on Harvard at the
intersection of 1400 East with the fairy tale roof. | smiled and directed them one street
over and they were most appreciative. They said they were so happy for their daughter
and family to have found such a beautiful community As they drove away, | noticed out
of state plates on their car.

Some times it takes from someone away to appreciate what we take for granted. '
This letter is in support of Historic Preservation for the Yalecrest neighborhood.
Sincerely,

Vanessa B. Bienvenue
Patrick D Bienvenue



Sept. 14, 2010
Ladies,_ Gentlemen, Public Servants,

Shame on me and many more of my Yalecrest neighbors, friends and colleagues for not
writing you sooner. . '

PLEASE give preservation ALL due consideration as you deliberate and form your final
decisions regarding reasonable means and methods for protecting the physmal fabric of
our Communlty

I have listened to the arguments on both sides. The loudest voices of opposmon have
been accommodated in the removed, southwest area.

The impacts of acting in support of preservation are reasonable, feasible, and | believe
represent the will and expectation of many of the families - many who are multi-
generational owners/tenants - in the proposed District. We did not choose to live in this
community nook because of the potential to have our views, shade, and aesthetic
assaulted by a few selfish "expansionists" who wish to alter our existing fabric so that
they may look out of their non-conforming dwellings and enjoy the view of ours. We all
deserve all due freedoms and rights, but not at the expense of our community and
neighbors. :

Michael Brehm
1335 Gilmer

Sept. 16, 2010 A

| bought my home some 45 years ago. | chose Yalecrest Avenue because 1) the home
was adequate for the size of my family, 2) the wonderful unique architecture, and 3) the
obvious pride of ownership reflected in the well kept residences.

| would suggest that if families need a bigger home they should look elsewhere rather
than infringe on a well established neighborhood.

| object most strenuously to the idea that contractors can come to this area, derholish
beautiful homes, build big, ugly out of place monstrosities, and then put them up for
sale. Also, the value of my own home would decrease if someone purchased the
homes next to me or across the street and modified and enlarged them. ’
This is a money making scheme at the expens‘e'of nearby homeowners.

When | attended meetings | have been aghast at the attitudes and “boo hoo” of most of
the people in attendance.

| did not appreciate the comment made, “you are shoving ‘yo'ur"plan down our throats”.



Rather it is the other way around. The arguments against preservation have become
uncivil. This “out of control” situation is causing animosity and destroying friendships
‘and good will.

| suggest that the Planning Committee and the City Council find a way to enforce
present guidelines and establish new guidelines needed, so that civic responsibility
cannot be ignored. '

If it takes the designation “Historic”, so be it.
Dawn Ann Bailey, 1874 Yalecrest
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Yalecrest Historic Preservation District

Four and 1/2 yrs ago, | downsized my home from Arlington Hills to retire in the
YaleCrest Neighborhood with the aim of reducing the upkeep and taxes of a
large home and my carbon footprint on my community. -

After consideration of many city and surburban neighborhoods, | choose
Yalecrest for its charming, beautiful tree-lined streets with the ambiance of
historic, Tudor-style architecture homes of similar scale, that provided good sight
lines, sunlight and privacy.

In that short time, 've witnessed the destruction of wonderful homes of character
to build new homes with 3-4 fold greater square footage than the original edifice
or large multistory additions on existing homes that are often inconsistent with
existing architecture. Both offenses often result in compromised architectural
styles, sight lines, sunlight and privacy to neighbors.

| am not against remodeling or updating homes. [t is often needed based on
lifestyle changes between the 20 and 21% century. But remadels to homes in
this unique, high desirable city neighborhood, which contains 91% of historically-
contributing structures, should be reviewed and approved based on architecture,
scale, sight line, sunlight and privacy to protect contiguous neighbors and the
neighborhood at large.

More concerning in this issue of city-wide historic preservation is the apparent
lack of power or will by the city to enforce the building of such structures.
Therefore, | support the designation of the YaleCrest (aka Harvard Yale)
Neighborhood as a Salt Lake Local Historic District. Designation as a Historic
Preservation District is critical to protecting and preserving the unique, nationally-
appreciated and -recognized historic character of the YaleCrest neighborhood.

Thank you for your support and efforts on this important issue.
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April 22, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is being written as a show of support to those who oppose the demolition of a historic
home located on Yale Avenue in Salt Lake City. As a resident of Murray Utah, I understand this
decision does not directly impact me or my immediate community, however, I strongly feel this
would be a travesty not only to the residents of the Harvard-Yale area, but to those Utahans who
appreciate the history of any historic neighborhood. -

Developed in the 1920’s, these homes are an homage to the craftsmanship and dedication of the
laborers of the time. Architecture tells us the story of our fore bearers, and to allow this home to

“:be razed would be an insult to the ability of those craftsman and artisans who created this

beautifill community.

We wouldn’t dream of tearing down Mt. Vernon or Monticello simply because they lacked walk-
in closets, a theatre room, or any other of the modern luxuries homebuilders have adopted as
necessities. We must preserve these homes in order to preserve our own heritage. It is imporiant
to remember that homeowners may come and go, but once the charm of the home and

neighborhood is gone, it is gone forever.

Please make a stand against individuals or builders who wish to irreparably damage the
landscape of the community by razing historical pieces of our great city and state. So called
‘McMansions’ do not belong in this particular neighborhood, and allowing them to be built here
would devalue other properties in the area.

Finally, I’m reminded of a quote by a noted ecologist and environmentalist. “A thing is right
when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the community. It is wrong when
it tends otherwise.” Truer Words were never spolen,

- Bryan & Shannon Strate

1223 Sandra Cir.
Murray, UT 84121
801-270-5947

Please feel free to share this letter or e-mail with whomever you deem necessary. The following
is a list of family members, neighbors, and fr1ends who do not live in the Harvard-Yale area, but
who also share the views in this letter.

Matjorie Franz . Kathy Julian
Angela Barrowes Rebecca Barrowes
Linda Strate Tonya Budge

Stacy Peterson ‘ Shane Franz
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> Dear Yalecrest Neighborhood Council Executive Board,

>

> | am so disappointed that | will not be able to make it to the

> meeting on Wednesday, March 17, 2010 to discuss the designation of
> our lovely neighborhood to a Salt Lake Local Historic District, -

> Although we are unable to attend the meeting, it does not diminish

> our passion for the Harvard Yale neighborhood and this initiatve.

>

> My husband and | moved to this neighborhood 13 years ago. | used to
> drive through the streets looking for the perfect home that had .

> historic character and charm, We found this in our home on 1461 East
> Michigan Avenue, My husband and | have lived in other neighborhoods
> In this city and agree that none of them replicate the friendliness

> and belonging we have felt here, | truly believe this is because of

> the layout of these homes. Most do not have garages that are

> connected to the homes, so people are out and about In their yards

> where they see thelr neighbors and can engage in impromptu

> conversations and gatherings.

>

> The diversity of the homes from the early decades of the 20th

> century serve as a connection to Utah's past and serve as an

> architectural example that rivals any major city's historic

> nelghborhood. | never tire of walking the streets admiring the

> varlous architeclure from Art Decaq, to Craftsman, to Cape Cods, to

> Tudors, o Bungalows, I'm always exciled when | see an older home

> relurned to its original glory, At the same time, [ am saddened

> heyond words when | see that someone has disrespected the

> neighborhood and torn down one of these homes to put up something
> iil-fitting or too large for the lot or has been allowed to add to

> their home without regard for the home or the nelghbors. Not to

> mention the out-of-character materials used. This is not to say that

> there haven't been some lovely additions where the owner worked hard
> to maintain the character of the home using the same materials and

> not just sticking a stucco box on the top or side of their

> honmie, | recall seeing my 80+ year old nelghbor, who has lived in

> this neighborhood for about 40 years, watch with tears in his eyes

> as his view was blocked by an unsightly second floor addition. We

> need {0 help preserve these lovely homes, not contribute to the

> demise of the history, the architeclure, and the community feef of

> Harvard-Yale.

>

> This Is about the neighborheod and Salt Lake, not just us. My hope

> is that the neighborhood, its community, and its charm continue long
> after we are all gone. Let us leave this legacy for future familles

> to enjoy, so they can feel the same sense of home that we felt when
> we selected and lived in this grand and interesting nelghborhood.

> Please preserve Harvard-Yale and make It a Salt Lake Local Historic
> Dlstrict. '

>
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>I live in the Yalecrest area, within the boundaries for the proposed-
>Yalecrest Local Historic Dnstrlct (YLHD).
>

>] would like to voice my support for establishing the YLHD.

>
>To me, maintaining and preserving the existing character.of the
>neighborhood is absolutely the most 1mportant thing. Once something is
>gone, there Is nothing to preserve.
> . :
>My understanding is that Local Historic Districts have proven themselves
>to be the only way to ensure that an area remains true to its historic
>character. Therefore, any designation that provides for less is not a
>viable option, in my opinion, for the Yalecrest area.

. ;

>Yes, the designation of the YLHD might impact me. As a member of my
>community, | gladly accept the possible impacts.

o ,

>In the long run, | believe that maintaining the Yalecrest community in
>it's historic context is absolutely more important than projected
>personal "rights” of individuals over our personal responsibility to the
>community as a whole.

> .

>Why is it that people want to move to an area for what it is, and then
>immediately want fo change it to what they want it to be? And why is it
>that these same people couch their arguments in terms of personal rights
.>while talking about changes that violate others' concept of personal rights?
>

>Why do these same people not consider their personal responsibility to
>the community at the same time that they focus on their personal rights
>in the community?

>

>[f | want to perform naked fertility dances on my front lawn to

>celebrate the Spring Equinox, do my "personal rights” trump the
>community sense of morality and decorum? | could argue that my personal
>rights should allow such celebrations. But my responsibility to the
>community dictates that | not exercise such rights, in my belief system.

o .

>Mankind, after being evicted from the Garden of Eden, or fleeing the.
>African Savannah (take your pick based on belief system) has formed
>communities for protection and welfare of the population as a whole.
>This protection and welfare is, regardless of your political beliefs, a

_ >sgocial structure based on the best interests of all involved in the

>community. One aspect of "best interests” involves living

>environments. To couch one person's "personal rights"-as the-most ,
>fundamentally important aspect of living in a cornmunity is to negate the
>most fundamental concept of the term "community”.
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MICHAEL F. JONES, P.C.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
WELLS FARGO CENTER
299 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 1300
SALTLAKECITY, UTAH 84111
TELEPHONE (801) 5822400
FACSIMILE (801) 582-4353

www.mfjlaw.com

' June 14, 2010

City Council

Salt Lake City Corporation
City and County Building
451 South State Street

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Members of the City Council:

In the early years of my 15 year tenure on the Board of Adjustment, Izzy Wagner taught
us all that applicants appearing before the Board who sought to cram too much onto a piece of
land were trying to “sweat the land.” Phil Winston (Northstar Builders) and the other
businesspeople who seek to prevent Local Historic (“H” Preservation Overlay) District (LHD)
designation for the Yalecrest neighborhood have for over a decade taken advantage of the
absence of that LHD designation to sweat the Yalecrest land for their own profit.

Zoning has not worked — doesn’t prevent sweating the land — because it lacks demolition
approval and a review tied to preserving architectural style and scale. Zoning is largely about
measurements. Zoning has permitted the teardowns and the pop-tops. Zoning has permitted the
out of scale and monster houses, such as that next door to me at 1711 Yalecrest (4,983 square
feet), and those at 1788 Hubbard (the Garagemahal, with 8,677 square feet), 918 Diestel (6,600
square feet), 1547 Yale (approximately 7,000 square feet), and 1600 Yalecrest (supposedly to be
‘Winston’s personal residence, although he once listed it for sale at $1.5M; 5,700 square feet).

WHAT'S RIGHT:
Charm yields Stability yields Value

My wife and I bought our 1703 Yalecrest home 28 years ago, and some families like JT"s
own have been in the neighborhood for generations (three, on Military, for JT’s family), because
of the architectural charm of the neighborhood — the eclectic mix of a few traditional styles of
varying sizes, from small cottages to large homes. We chose this neighborhood rather than one
filled with commodity boxes that "sweat the land." What keeps us here is the integrity and
uniqueness of that charm. . ‘ ‘
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There are only a handful of local neighborhoods with this sort of integrity and uniqueness
— and they're different from each other. It's this integrity and uniqueness that made us settle in to
our homes, and keeps us here. We stay, year after year, and even generation after generation.
That's the stability yielded by the charm.

That charm is missing from places like the south valley suburbs. Homes there have a
commodity-like "sameness" of style and particularly size, so people come and go. Check the
actual statistics. People live in the Yalecrest neighborhood much, much longer than they do in
the south valley suburbs. Stability.

On a human level, avesult of the stability is that people know their neighbors better here,
which makes for a more family-oriented, safer neighborhood.

On an economic level, the stability means there are limited houses available for purchase,
because they turn over infrequently ~ which makes the Yalecrest neighborhood more valuable.
Look at the quarterly surveys — the 84108 zip code is consistently one of the most valuable zip
. codes on the Wasatch Front. Basic supply and demand make houses here more valuable.

UNREVIEWED DEVELOPERS:
Bngox Expediency

Winston and his fellow developers and builders want to continue to tear down houses and
replace them with big boxes, and tear off roofs and throw up their pop-top remodels. They want
size and speed. Sweat the land. Design something, take it to the counter, and get the permits and
build it. They don’t want the City’s HLC having the charge to approve teardowns and review the
size and architectural conformity of what they want to build or change.

Aichitects are also often motivated by size and speed. Three years ago our own architect
(from Prescott Muir's office) told us to build the addition we wanted using white vinyl siding
because we would never be able to match the 70 year old brick and mortar. Happily, we didn’t
take that advice. We spent the time and money to work with a skilled contractor and find brick
and mix mortar that perfectly matched, conforming the addition to our home's architectural style.
We achieved delineation by having a small "jog" between our original home and the addition.

Nothing less than the fabric of our neighborhood is at stake here. If we don't get the
Local Historic District designation, then the fabric will be ripped apart, block by block, as
‘Winston plies his trade and builds his commodity houses as big and fast as he possibly can —
many of the teardowns for Northstar’s own account, no less — and architects use white vinyl
siding and other materials, all with little or no regard for how such houses and remodels fit in the
neighborhood. There are many examples of Winston's handiwork; my wife and I live next to one
of his out of scale houses. The owners were in the finished house for about a year, and the house
is now listed for sale. It's far too big for the lot and our street, but it's legal, so Winston built it.
So are the other monsters listed in this letter far too big. So are the houses profiled in the
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McGrath “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of the Built Environment” article in Utah Planner
last summer vivid examples of out of style. Northstar alone is responsible for 8 of the 21
Yalecrest teardowns (a whopping 38%) from 1998 through 2010.

TESTED SOLUTION:

Review is Available

The “H” Local Historic District designation will preserve the Yalecrest charm, preventing
the teardowns or pop-top that’s out of scale or style with the white-vinyl or similar finishes in
lieu of the brick or other material that would preserve the charm. Unchecked, the developers and
the architects have shown that size and speed generally trump charm. Bang it out and move on
to the next project. Destroy neighborhood charm, thereby stability, and thereby value.

The LHD is the perfect tool for the job, mandatiﬁg Staff/HLC review of demolitions,
additions and remodels for compatibility of scale and architectural style. It has worked for years
in the Avenues and other neighborhoods that have it. It's time for it to be applied to Yalecrest:

Jon Dewey is a poster child for how well the LHD permit process works. With the
temporary LHD imposed, Jon has obtained HLC approval to put an addition on his house in the
1700 block of Princeton. that works for him, without any undue delay or disruption.

The complaints of the applicants that Northstar troops up to the microphone ring hollow
indeed. What they “lose” is the pre-LHD ability to do their teardowns, their bigbox jobs, their -
out-of-style remodels that tear at the fabric of the Yalecrest neighborhood and its troika of
charm, stability and value. In a number of these cases, the real post-LHD “loser” is the profiteer
builder, whose model is to buy a small house in order to tear it down and put up a monster for

resale. Look no farther than Winston’s current 1600 Yalecrest project.

Thank you for the interim protection‘afforded to the Yalecrest neighborhood by the
temporary application of the Local Historic District ordinance to the Yalecrest neighborhood.
For the reasons stated above, it is imperative that you continue that protection in force until its

~ scheduled expiration in September, and that the LHD designation be made permanent at or prior

to the time of such scheduled expiration.

Please choose the right here — the Local Historic District designation for Yalecrest.
Respectfully,

L7

Michael F. Jonss




Dear Mr. Martin and Ms. Love:

Thank you very much for hosting the neighborhood meeting on April 22M | was delighted to see
my beautiful windows highlighted in the slide presentation. | understand that this is a highly divisive
issue and | appreciate your desire fo reflect the views of your constituents when making your
decision. | also understand that it will be difficult to stay impartial as the most vociferous and
impassioned of us make our arguments. | am in favor of historic preservation and my fear is that if
there is no historical landmark designhation then Harvard Yale will start looking more and more like
Herriman, we will lose important cultural heritage and our property values will ultimately go down. If
we don't preserve the neighborhood we can never get it back.

| urge you to vote in favor of an historic landmark commission. As far as | can tell there are 3
broad groups that are against an HLC. Please keep these three groups in mind when voting on this
important, irreversible issue. If you do, I'm confident that there will not only be historic preservation

but also preservation of property values, the uniqueness of the area and a rich part of the city's
cultural heritage. .

The groups that are against the HLC include:

1. People who stand to profif in the short term. These are builders, architects, realtors, etc.
They have obvious conflicts of interest with the majority of property owners. Their short term
gain is more than offset by what the majority stands to gain over the long-term with

" preservation. It is precisely because there is preservation that dealing in property in
Harvard-Yale is so lucrative. Unfortunately, if it happens too much or in an unregulated
manner, there will be less and less gain to be had in each incremental transaction. 1 live
on Uintah Circle. A 1928 Georgian was torn down to build a 4000+ sq ft house. Regardless of
taste, we can all agree that the new house lacks the distinction and historic charm of the rest
of the houses in the circle. If all the houses in the circle were new, the value of living in any
one of those houses would go down. Conversely, the value of that one new house is propped
up by the fact that it is surrounded by charming, old, distinguished houses.

2, People who have succumbed to fear-mongering. A common rumor that is. circulating has
to do with windows: “if this passes, you won't be able to change your windows”. | mentioned
my windows at the beginning of this email. They are the main defining characteristic of my
house and a significant part of its curb appeal. | have lived in my house 8 years and have
either replaced or restored every single one of my windows. The ones | replaced were
aluminum, installed in the 70s and detracted from the original character of the house. These |
replaced with windows with similar grid patterns as the originals, that opened in the same way
as originally intended. The ones | restored were the ones pictured in the slide presentation. |
had someone come who was recommended to me by the Utah Heritage Foundation. He and
his crew took enormous pride in their work, they were true artisans. Each sash was cut out of
the paini that had permanently shut them, restored and reinstalled and new wooden

5/4/2010 !
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kelly <kmarinani@earthlink.net> : Thu, May 6, 2010 at 2:05 PM
Reply-To: kelly <kmarinani@earthiink.net> ' \

To: jt.martin@slcgov.com

Cc: yalecrestslc@gmail.com

Hello,

My name is Kelly Marinan. I'm a Yalecrest resident. | was unable to attend the meeting held April 22nd, but |
did attend last night's (May 5, 2010) Yalecrest Community Council meeting. | appreciate all the hard work the
Yalecrest and city council members have been doing on behalf of Yalecrest. | wanted to make a few comments
in regards to one thing | heard |ast night and also tell you how | fee| about the local historic preservation issue.

A man mentioned how "the survey" is showing "unanimous” support against becoming a Local Historic District.
(He was soon corrected on the "unanimous” point.) I'm hoping you do not let this survey influence the decision
process, Like others on my block, | received a card in my mailbox pointing me to yccares.org. | talked to a
couple of my neighbors since I felt confused and curious by it. 1suspected it was a builder or developer behind
the website and didn't feel comfortable registering my name and address on it. They weren't comfortable with
doing that also. Note, you have to "register" in order to take the survey. We felt like we already had a process -
in place and people representing us.(i.e. there was no need for this second group or organization). |imagine
one must register to he informed about their meetings -- so it's really not open to everyone in Yalecrest. | want
to say that yccares.org does NOT speak for me. And | know it doesn't speak for others on my block.

| am in favor of deS|gnatmg Ya|ecrest as a Local Historic District. When it comes to remodeling projects, | view it
as a slight inconvenience to us, but is well wortA . Tthink it wonderfully preserves the look, feel, and value of
our neighborhood. That is what | want and that is why | chose to live in this area. | believe most of the giant
home rebuilds/remodels take from us and give nothing back. | like the diversity of big and small homes and the -
friendly, pleasant, walkable neighborhood we enjoy now. | don't want to see private castles, tending to isolate
neighbors from each other. Nor do | wish o see the smaller, more affordable, old homes disappear from our
landscape. |think local historic designations improve an area's sense of pride and ldentlty, even when the

home is small and old. (I've seen the latter happen first hand, out of state.)

1 have a north-facing home and | am very fortunate to have a great neighbor on my east. | didn't know they
were thinking about a big remodel a few years ago when | was asked if | "look out my kitchen window much." |
told them how | love looking out that window when I'm by my sink and through that window I've seen huge birds
of prey circling up high. Not long afterwards, they informed me of their remodeling plans. After reviewing the
"Historic links" | am very impressed with how they must've already known about some of these preservation
guidelines. | say this because they chose to bump out in the back, and on the sides of their home near the
back, and also remodel their basement. They didn't build up although | bet it was a consideration. They chose
to totally preserve the look and feel of the front, keeping the roofline intact! How wonderful for me and everyone
else on our block.

| bel|eve we may have a threat with the house on the other side of these considerate neighbors -- a home -
rumored for the market this year. I'd hate to see new people move in and do to my neighbors what they didn't
do to me. Ancther threat may be the home directly across from me where my 95 year old friend lives on her
own. |see the Local Historic designation as something we need now fo protect the 1700 block of Harvard.

My only problem with the preservation guidelines is in regards to using original materials. 1 think many of us
over the years have tried to improve our homes using non-original materials. | think we've done this for.a variety_
of reasons: maintenance convenience, trying to be green, cost, etc. Years ago | unknowingly violated the
proposed preservation guidelines when | installed an aluminum shingled roof after the required tear-off of 3 old
layers. | feel a little uncomfortable thinking I'm in the camp of "l got mine now you can't have yours" because |
was fixing a real problem and trying to he greener. (The problem being canyon winds repeatedly blowing
shingles off my steep roof. The green being no more asphalt shingles in the [andfills and hoping for less
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Date: Thu, 27 May 2010 11:08:12 -0600 [11:08:12 AMNMDT]
From: LYNN Pershing <lkpershing@gmail.com>
To: council.comments@slcgov.com, Jtmartm@s!cgov com .
Subject: YaleCrest LHD

Dear Mr JT Martin, City Councilman

First and foremost, THANK YQU for all your efforts on the LHD issue. Your calm, interactive manner was conducive to
constructive dialogue among residents at last nxghts ‘neighborhood” meeting (May 26) at Uintah School. | support the
creation of a LHD.

Frankly | am appalled with the misinformation from both city employees and residents. | have read the Guidelines (the
suggestions are not written in stone, they are after all “guidelines”) and | do not consider them to be overly restrictive.
Further, | have withessed the damage to the Avenues with demolition and inappropriate remodeling and strongly encourage
YaleCrest residents to avoid that destruction and work hard to protect what the entire state views as a “unique liveable,
nelghborhood" .

I heard a lot of misinformation from both city employees and residents. | offer the following comments in hopes of
encouraging you not to just walk away from the issue, or pass it'along to the city or the state legislature but work with local
authorities and residerits to find a way to resolve the long term issues surrounding demalition, oversized new home
construction, and the inappropriate scale of additions to existing homes:

| offer these comments in hopes of encouraging you not to just walk away from the issue, or pass it along to the “legistature”
but worlc with city and residents fo find a way to resolve our current conflict between “quality of life” and building.

My GENERAL comments are

A neighborhood is defined in the dictionary as “a district or area with distinctive character'isﬁcs, e.g. a neighborhood of fine
homes; an ethnic neighborhood”

We know that the YaleCrest neighborhood is more than that. Its the collective people and homes who live in close proximity
(small lot sizes) who share common shopping markets, public spaces and churches with a feeling of camaraderie in terms of
lifestyle, with respect and tolerance for diversity among our home styles, political associations, marital and job status.
However, it is important to clarify that all neighborhood residents have property rights. What an individual does to their home
effects everyone around them. This includes changing roof lines, home additions, home demohtlons relandscaping and fence
installation. They can all aﬁect the perception of an individuals “quality of life”.

Resudents inthe YaleCrest neighborhood agree on many issues. We share a love for the neighborhood, for the tree-fined
streets, the walkability to various markets, restaurants, schools. We take pride in our homes and its unique and diverse
architecture. From the surveys and flyers I've received over the past month, it is clear that we also want to preserve the
uniqueness of our neighborhood, avold unnecessary demiolitions for speculative building of larger homes (less financially
accessible to all those "young families” touted by opponents), and avoid additions that overwhelm the original footprint in
terms of height and width, And so | am surprised and somewhat confused over the current conflict concerning a historic
landmark designation.

| have received many flyers and emails from opponents of the LHD issue. Some contain misinformation, but most alarming is
the dysinformation. From my personal review of the LH Commission and their guidelines for existing local historical districts
are not overly restrictive. | designed and built a large home in Arlington Hills 20 years ago. Common to many new
developments, | was required to meet many neighborhood restrictive convenances concerning the exterior, as well as interior
of the home (with additional city code restrictions for homes specifically above 2100 S and 11ath avenue) that make the
‘codes for a Historic Landmark designation issues look like “a walk in the park’. The LHD concerns only the home exterior,
while the convenances in the Arlingfon Hills and City planning/zoning controlled decisions on my previous home design of
both interior and exterior.

I am not against making additions to existing homes. Indeed, neighborhood homes often require updating/additions of
bedrooms, bathrooms and closets for 21 st century lifestyles. But | am frankly appalled at the speculative demolition of
smaller homes by opportunistic builders with megahome new construction on the smail neighborhood lots. This activity has
"will continue to have economic and “quality of life” impact on the existing neighbors.



“Selective inclusion” of specific subdivisions within the 1400 home YaleCrest neighborhood

1. The percentage of “contributing” homes on a given block should likely be used to determine the area within the
YaleCrest neighborhood that receives LHD protection. It was clear that vocal residents at the May 26 meeting
residing on the 1800-1900 blocks do not consider their homes to be historic or architecture-contributing structures. As
long as the residents there don't exceed the original footprint size of the foundation, and adhere to height/width
restrictions by the YC infill overlay and city planning/zoning ordinances, they should be allowed to withdraw from the
LHD if the street vote supports such withdrawal.

Specifically, | support a number of issues associated with the LHD

1. Cessation of demolition of historically contributing homes. Salvaging the front face of the historically contributing homes is
paramount. |am uncertain about demolition of NONcontributing homes, that should be left to the homeowner and city.
planning/zoning with a rebuttal avenue on the city decision offered to the resident via the Board of Adjustments. However, -
staff in the city planning and zoning department along with the staff in the HLCommission should be educated as to the
difference and interact with the public appropriately. ' ’

2. Use of appropriate placement and scale of exterior changes that preserve sunlight, sightlines and privacy to neighbors.
We all have property rights. Good neighbors are sensitive to the impact their homes have on other contiguous homes. '
Oversized homes negatively impact smaller homes quality of life (sunlight, privacy, views), but result in increasing the taxes
on those smaller homes during current occupancy, then blight the value of the smaller home when the owners choose fo
move. Additions to existing structures should be subordinate to the original footprint. Aditions to the rear of existing homes
should strive to maintain the privacy of the contiguous neighbor with appropriate landscaping.

3. Notification and documented approval of changes to the home exterior by neighbors within 150 feet in all directions of any
house proposing additions and/or demolition. It's our neighborhood too. Property rights of all homeowners need to be
honored. More transparency of this activity for YaleCrest residents is needed within the city planning/zoning office. Public
notification of demolitions/remodels in the YaleCrest neighborhood is paramount to preventing future unhappy residents.

These seem like trivial issues that good neighbors shouldn't have to address. But sadly, many in our neighborhood have
experienced the lack of respect and common courtesy fromhew emigrants into our neighborhood or those in the construction
industry responsible for demolition and speculative building of over-sized homes.

Without some regulatory mandate, human nature will takes its self-vested interest course (it's all about me all the time
mentality) to the detriment of what we all hold dear, “the uniqueness of the YaleCrest district”. More unfortunate is that
YaleCrest residents won't understand what they have lost in their neighborhood with the demolitions/mega-mansions
lover-sized or inappropriate additions to existing homes, until it happens in their own "backyard”.

FINALLY
It was clear in the 'May 26 meeting that the 'City departments do not interact with the public in a consistent manner.
1. Staff members need to be better educated

1. onterms/issues used in remodeling (e.g. contributing vs. non contributing)
2. how they interact with public inquiries (do not give out predictions on approval, etc)

2. Reviewers of submitted proposed remodeling (and or LHC) need to
a. have extensive knowledge of the specifics in the Guidelines and city planning/zoning.
b. MORE CONSISTENT on their interpretation of city planning/zoning and LHD codes.

c. have more consensus among all reviewers of the city code intentions.
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