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REQUEST 
The applicant requests to legalize a change to the historic roofline of 460 South 1200 
East that is different than the work approved and to legalize a fence which was 
constructed without a Certificate of Appropriateness.  The Historic Landmark 
Commission has final approval authority. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE  
On September 26, 2008 notice was mailed to all property owners within 85 feet of the 
subject property, meeting the minimum 14 day notification requirement.  Community 
Council Chairs, Business Groups and others interested parties were also notified through 
the Planning Commission’s listserv.  The notice was also posted on the Planning 
Division’s website.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends that the Historic Landmark Commission deny the alteration as it does 
not meet any of the standards of section 21A.34.020 G of the zoning ordinance.  This 
recommendation is based on the Discussion and Findings of Fact in the staff report. 
   

Proposed Language for Motion: 

In the case of PLNHLC2008-00317, I move to deny the request for legalization based on 
the findings and facts of the staff report and because the project does not substantially 
meet the ordinance, specifically standards 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and 10.  We find that the 
project meets standard one and that standards 6, 7, 11, and 12 are not applicable.  The 
applicant must remove the archway that extends from the front wall of the home to the 
side fence.  The applicant must reconstruct the clipped gable roof to the same dimension, 
design, and materials as were originally in place and as administratively approved in 
2007.  Applicant may install deicing roof cables and gutters to respond to the problems 
of ice build-up.  Since the reconstruction of the clipped gable is necessary, I further move 
to deny the request to brick-in the gable field that must be removed. 
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VICINITY MAP 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Public Comments 
No public comment regarding this application has been received. 
 
BACKGROUND, DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS: 
 
BACKGROUND 
This one-story brick structure has elements of Colonial Revival and Tudor revival styles on a bungalow form.  
It was constructed in 1922.  In the 1980s historic survey of the University District it was listed as a contributory 
structure.  
 
On October 16, 2007, after a fire, the applicant submitted an application to make repairs to windows, soffits, 
fascia and roof.  Staff administratively approved the repairs, stating that the repairs must be made to match 
conditions existing prior to the fire.  The Certificate of Appropriateness issued reads, “repairs to match existing 
materials (including dimensions and function) prior to fire damage.” 
 
(1.) It appears that a full gable was added and covered in vinyl, rather than retaining the original clipped gable 
roof design.  (2.) The applicant now proposes to remove the vinyl siding and fill-in with brick.  (3.) In addition, 
a portion of the front brick wall was extended to form an arched entrance in front of the existing main entrance.   
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ZONING ORDINANCE AND DESIGN GUIDELINES 

G. Standards For Certificate Of Appropriateness For Alteration Of A Landmark Site Or Contributing Structure: 
In considering an application for a certificate of appropriateness for alteration of a landmark site or 
contributing structure, the historic landmark commission, or the planning director, for administrative 
decisions, shall find that the project substantially complies with all of the following general standards that 
pertain to the application and that the decision is in the best interest of the city:  

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be used for a purpose that requires minimal change to 
the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment;  

 Discussion for Standard 1:  The structure is and will remain a single-family dwelling. 

 Finding for Standard 1:  The action meets the standard. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided;  

5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
historic property shall be preserved;  

6. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced wherever feasible. In the event 
replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in composition, design, 
texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on 
accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historic, physical or pictorial evidence rather than on 
conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other structures or objects;  

Applicable Design Guidelines for Standards 2, 5, and 6: 

4.1  Preserve the functional, proportional and decorative features of a primary entrance.  
Maintain features important to the character of a historic doorway.  These may include:  the door, 
door frame, screen door, threshold, glass panes, paneling, hardware, detailing, transoms and 
flanking sidelights.  Avoid changing the position and function of original front doors and 
primary entrances. If necessary, use replacement doors with designs and finishes similar to 
historic doors. 

7.0  Roof Background:  The character of the roof is a major feature for most historic structures.  
When repeated along the street, the repetition of similar roof forms also contributes to a sense of 
visual continuity for the neighborhood. In each case, the roof pitch, its materials, sized and 
orientation are all distinct features that contribute to the character of a roof. 

7.0  Roof form:  In repairing or altering a historic roof it is important to preserve its historic 
character.  For instance, one should not alter the pitch of the historic roof, the perceived line of 
the roof form from the street, or the orientation of the roof to the street. The historic 

7.1 Preserve the original roof form.  Avoid altering the angle of a historic roof.  Instead, 
maintain the perceived line and orientation of the roof as seen from the street.  Also retain and 
repair roof detailing. 
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Discussion for Standards 2, 5, and 6:  (1.) The home originally had a clipped gable roof, also known 
as a jerkin-gable.  After a fire in late 2007, the property owners reconstructed the roof as a full gable, 
rather than as a clipped gable.  The design guidelines state that the roof is a major character defining 
feature of a house.  According to American Vernacular Design, 1870 to 1940, a gable roof’s  “visual 
impact derives from the broad expanses of roof, from major accent points along the roof’s lines, and 
from the gable end itself. . . Flared roofs and clipped gables are used in designs attempting to convey 
rustic effects.” (37)  
(2.)  The applicant now proposes to remove the vinyl in the gable field of the alteration and replace with 
brick. 
(3.) The front wall of the house has been extended to create an arched entrance in front of the main 
entrance creating an illusion of an extension of the main façade and obscuring the view of the main 
entrance. 

Finding for Standards 2, 5 and 6:  (1.) The alteration does not meet these standards since the original 
design of the roof has been significantly altered and the original design was not preserved.  (2.)  The 
request to change materials in the gable field does not meet the criteria since the overall alteration itself, 
which has already taken place, does not meet the criteria and will only make the alteration less 
compatible with the original style of the house. (3.) The archway adds a design feature that is not 
original to the house or the style and obscures the front entrance. 

3. All sites, structures and objects shall be recognized as products of their own time. Alterations that have no 
historical basis and which seek to create a false sense of history or architecture are not allowed;  

Discussion for Standard 3:  (1.) For this particular house a gable roof without the clipped ends is not a 
part of the original design of the house.  (2.) Vinyl is not a material that would have originally been used 
on a house of this age or style.  (3.) The front archway is not a part of the original design of the house. 

Finding for Standard 3:  (1. and 3.) The alterations that have already taken place do not meet this 
standard since their designs alter the original design of the house, create a false sense of history, and are 
readily visible from the street.  (2.)  The request to change materials in the gable field does not meet the 
criteria since the overall alteration itself, which has already taken place, does not meet the criteria and 
will only reinforce a false sense of history. 

4. Alterations or additions that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be retained and 
preserved;  

 Discussion for Standard 4:  The alterations did not effect any prior alterations. 

Finding for Standard 4:  This standard is not applicable as the alterations did not effect prior 
alterations. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be 
used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible;  

 Discussion for Standard 7:  This application does not involve chemical or physical treatments. 

 Finding for Standard 7:  This standard is not applicable. 
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8. Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged when 
such alterations and additions do not destroy significant cultural, historical, architectural or archaeological 
material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the property, 
neighborhood or environment;  

Discussion for Standard 8:  (1.)  The alteration of the gable changes the design of the roof from a 
clipped gable to a full gable.  (2.) The proposed alteration of the gable field employs a modern material, 
vinyl.  (3.)  The addition of the archway alters the design of the main entrance and the main façade of 
the house.   

Finding for Standard 8:  (1.) The project does not meet this standard since a significant design feature 
of the home was removed for a new design.  (2.)  The request to change materials in the gable field does 
not meet the criteria since the overall alteration itself, which has already taken place, does not meet the 
criteria and will only make the alteration less compatible with the original style of the house. (3.)  The 
construction of the brick archway does not meet the ordinance as it alters the original design of the 
house. 

9. Additions or alterations to structures and objects shall be done in such a manner that if such additions or 
alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the structure would be 
unimpaired. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible in massing, size, 
scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment;  

Discussion for Standard 9:  (1.) The roof alteration changes the essential form and integrity of the 
structure.  (2.) The proposed brick would further tie the alteration into the existing structure and make it 
more unlikely that the alteration could be undone in the future without causing damage to the original 
structure.  (3.)  The archway could be removed without altering the form of the building. 

Finding for Standard 9:  Although the archway could be removed without damage to the structure, the 
project does not substantially meet this standard since the roof alteration cannot be easily removed and 
the proposed brick would make removal even more problematic. 

10. Certain building materials are prohibited including the following:  

a. Vinyl or aluminum cladding when applied directly to an original or historic material, and  

b. Any other imitation siding material designed to look like wood siding but fabricated from an imitation 
material or materials;  

Discussion for Standard 10:  (1.) The cladding for the existing extension of the gable field is vinyl.  
(2.)  The applicant proposes to replace vinyl siding with brick.  (3.)  The archway is made of brick that is 
a similar color to the existing house. 

Finding for Standard 10.  (1.) Legalization of the alteration of the clipped gable does not meet this 
standard since vinyl is a material that is not appropriate for the main façade of a house in an historic 
district.  (2.)  The request to change materials in the gable field does not meet the criteria since the 
overall alteration itself, which has already taken place, does not meet the criteria and will only make the 
alteration less compatible with the original style of the house.  (3.) The material for the archway is 
compatible with this standard; however, the project as a whole does not substantially meet this standard. 
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11. Any new sign and any change in the appearance of any existing sign located on a landmark site or 
within the H historic preservation overlay district, which is visible from any public way or open space shall 
be consistent with the historic character of the landmark site or H historic preservation overlay district and 
shall comply with the standards outlined in part IV, chapter 21A.46 of this title;  

 Discussion:  The project does not include signage. 

 Finding.  This standard is not applicable. 

12. Additional design standards adopted by the historic landmark commission and city council.  

Discussion:  There are no additional standards provided. 

Finding:  This standard is not applicable. 

 

 

 

http://66.113.195.234/UT/Salt Lake City/18024000000000000.htm#21A.46
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Current Documentation 
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Attachment C 
October 2007 Certificate of Appropriateness 
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